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* Norway Offers Aid for Russian Nuclear Waste 
Depots 

Y3EN0428A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 

2] Apr 93 p 3 


{Article by Jan Gunnar Furuly: “Norway Offers Funding 
for Russian Nuclear Waste Disposal’ —introductory 
paragraph in boldface as published] 


{Text} Russian nuclear waste depots on the Kola penin- 
sula and Novaya Zemlya may be partially financed by 
Norwegian authorities. 


The Foreign Ministry, the Environmental Affairs Min- 
istry, and the National Radiation Protection Agency 
have a positive attitude toward cooperating with the 
Russians on the underground storage depots that will 
house high- and medium-level radioactive waste. 


Experts characterize the need to eliminate the danger of 
radiation and leaks in northern Russia as acute. Among 
other things they point out that the storage capacity of 
present Russian nuc.ear waste depots has long been 
exceeded. 


“We consider it extremely important to contribute to 
solving this environmental problem which affects such 
vital interests in both Russia and Norway,” said con- 
sultant Magne Roed of the Environmental Affairs Min- 
istry. Director Ole Harbitz of the National Radiation 
Protection Agency also stressed the need for finding 
permanent solutions to Russia's enormous nuclear waste 
problems 


Waiting for Agreements 


“However, it 1s crucial for us to know that we are negoti- 
ating with the proper authorities in this area before Norway 
goes ahead at full steam. Previous experiences with the 
division of labor between civilian and military authorities in 
Russia have shown that the lines of responsibility are 
extremely complicated.” said Harbitz. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


No concrete agreements have been reached al present, 
but the Foreign Ministry has made 1 clear that it wants 
to make funds available \ia budget sums earmarked for 
initiatives in East Europe, AFTENPOSTEN has learned. 


It is also important to make Norwegian expertise in this 
area available, including experience from the secure 
disposal of radioactive waste at the Sellafield facility in 
Great Britain and at Stnipa in Sweden. 


Informal talks on cooperation among Russia, Norway, 
and other western nations 1n establishing storage depots 
have been going on for some time. The project wall be 
studied on the initiative of county authorities in Mur- 
mansk and central authorities in Moscow. The German 
firm NUKEM has already taken on the job of surveying 
the need for waste depots 


Kola Meetings 


Technical adviser Nick Barton of the Norwegian Geo- 
technical Institute (NGI) 1s visiting the Kola peninsula 
this week to meet with the leaders of the Kola Mining 
Institute and top experts in the field from Moscow 
According to Barton the goal of the Kola talks 1s to set up 
a joint program for the development and planning of 
underground nuclear waste depots 


“The Russians’ biggest problem is that all the storage 
sites they have are overfilled. At the same time the 
production of new waste 1s increasing, partly as a result 
of the large-scale replacement of fuel im the nuclear- 
powered civilian and military fleets.” said Harbitz 


They have long resorted to alternative soluuions. Among 
other things two discarded supply ships now serve as 
storage sites for the insidious waste. Norwegian experts 
have inspected the ships which, incredible as it seems, 
are located in the middie of Murmansk harbor—in close 
proximity to a city of over 500.000 inhabitants 


“Our inspections shows that the actual storage 1s up to 
standard, but obviously such ocean areas are highly unde- 
sirable places for radioactive waste. | nderground depots 
have an entirely different safety level.” Harbitz said 
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Belgium 


Minister: Review of Maastricht Criteria ‘Realistic’ 


BR1705 142493 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 15 May 93 p 1 


{Article signed “PL”: “*Review of Maastricht Standards 
Is Realistic Due To Recession’—Maystadt Says Out 
Loud What Many Are Thinking”) 


[Text] Brussels (TIJD)}—If the economic recession con- 
tinues into next year, an adjustment of the convergence 
criteria in the Maastricht Treaty seems to be realistic. 
This was stated yesterday [14 May] by Belgian Finance 
Minister + wilippe Maystadt. 


He is the first Belgian—and probably also the first 
European—minister to give formal confirmation of what 
many people have been thinking either in private or out 
loud these past few weeks. The more the economic cnisis 
escalates, leaving only Luxembourg fulfilling the stan- 
dards laid down in the Maastricht Treaty, the more 
probable becomes a review of the convergence criteria. 
These are the criteria with which the EC member states 
must comply to be eligible to participate in the third and 
final phase of Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). If 
a majority of member states complies with these stan- 
dards by 1996, the EC can launch full-blown EMU in 
1997. The single European currency would then come 
into circulation and the European central bank would 
Start operating. According to the Maastricht Treaty, 
whatever happens, EMU must commence by 1999 
between the member states that have met the standards 
by that time. 


Government Deficit 


The convergence criteria concern inflation, interest 
rates, exchange rates, budget deficits, and public debt in 
the member states. The latter two criteria concerning 
government deficits will come under particular scrutiny. 


FBIS-W EL -93-094 
18 May 1993 


The Maastncht Treaty stipulates that the planned or 
actual deficit may not exceed 3 percent of GNP. How- 
ever, the member states can also meet this cntenon if 
they only temporarily, and to a limited extent, exceed 
this figure or if the deficit is obviously and continually 
decreasing and thereby approaching the 3-percent mark. 
The national debt may not exceed 60 percent of GNP, 
unless this debt is coming down sufficiently fast and 
approaching the 60-percent level at a satisfactory rate 


At present, only Luxembourg is still fulfilling the 3- 
percent criterion with respect to its government deficit 
If the crisis persists, it will become increasingly diffi- 
cult—if not impossible—for the member states to meet 
the stipulated criterma. As a result, in recent months the 
idea of reviewing them has received growing consider- 
ation. The Treaty itself actually made provision for this 
eventuality. Yesterday, at a press conference, Finance 
Minister Philippe Maystadt readily admitted that the 
convergence criteria could be adjusted if there is no 
economic recovery next year 


Recession 


The minister pointed out that the convergence critena 
had been drawn up when the economic situation was 
favorable. In his view, the longer the re ession persists, 
the more the consensus to alter them will grow How- 
ever, the Belgian Government does not wish to be the 
one to propose making such a change. Furthermore 
claimed Maystadt, Belgium must reduce its deficit irre- 
spective of EMU so as to reverse the notorious snowbal! 
effect. At the same time, he is also convinced that 
Belgium will meet the standards imposed by Maastricht 
thanks to recent government measures and as long as 
there is economic growth of 2.5 to 3 percent in 1994 and 
no rise in interest rates. However, if there is only weak 
economic growth in 1994, Belgium will not manage to 
fulfill its requirements in this respect. This year, the 
Belgian budget deficit wil) fluctuate around & percent of 
GNP, while the national debt 1s at | 40 percent of GNP 
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Foreign Ministry Reacts to Serb ‘Threats’ 
LD1705153293 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1420 GMT 17 May 93 


[By Sian Clare, PRESS ASSOCIATION political staff] 


[Text] Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic today [17 
May] apologised for the “idiotic outburst” by one of his 
army leaders who threatened to bomb London if the 
West intervened militarily in Bosnia. General Ratko 
Mladic, head of the Bosnian Serb Army, promised to 
wreak revenge if the West resorted to air strikes to force 
the Serbs to back the Vance/Owen peace plan. He 
threatened yesterday: “If they bomb me, I'll bomb 
London.” 


But today Dr Karadzic issued a statement strongly 
condemning Gen Mladic’s words. He warned that if he 
spoke out of turn again he would face disciplinary action. 


“Mladic’s outburst was idiotic and irresponsible and | 
have spoken to the General in the strongest terms this 
morning,” Dr Karadzic said. 


“| wish to make it perfectly clear that there is no question 
of the Bosnian-Serbs supporting any kind of disruption 
in Western capitals. 


“General Miadic has been reminded that the civilian 
authorities make policy on behalf of the Bosnian-Serbs 
and that army commanders have no authority to speak 
Out in such a way. 


“Future statements of a similar nature will be the subject 
of disciplinary action.” 


General Mladic also issued a warning about any possible 
UN military intervention on the ground. “They can get 
in but they would not know how to get out. Whoever 
comes here would leave their bones here,” he said. 


“They don’t have a plane or a weapon that can destroy 
50,000 Serbs in one go. One furious Serb can do a lot of 
damage with just one match,” he said. “There are Serbs 
in London, there are Serbs in Washington. Whoever 
intervenes here is going to get paid back.” 


UNITED KINGDOM 3 


Earlier today a Foreign Office spokesman said its policy was 
clear. “We don’t give into threats or acts of terronsm.” 


The Foreign Office also reacted to yesterday's claims by 
Dr Karadzic that the Vance/Owen peace plan was 
“dead”. 


The spokesman said: “Our policy is based on a twin 
track approach: Economic and political pressures on the 
Serbs, and through them the Bosnian Serbs, to co- 
operate with the international community, and consul- 
tations on what other measures we might add to these 
pressures if needed.” 


Dr Karadzic had claimed: “The Vance-Owen plan 
cannot be implemented. It couldn't be, even if the 
answer was ‘yes’, as it 1s far away from reality. We are 
going our own way.” 


The Bosnian Serbs are expected to have rejected the 
peace plan in their referendum, the result of which is due 
on Wednesday. 


Government Will Not Replace Free-Fall Atomic 
Bcmbs 


LD1705155393 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1523 GMT 17 May 93 


[By PRESS ASSOCIATION Lords Staff] 


[Text] The Government tonight [1 7 May] signaled that it 
will not develop a replacement for Britain's free-fall 
atomic bombs and instead rely on Trident, the missile 
which takes over from Polaris as the main submarine- 
launched strategic nuclear deterrent. 


Former defence minister Lord Mayiicw (Lib Dem) [Lib- 
eral Democrat] said at Lords question time that it would 
be “much cheaper and better” to use Trident than to 
develop a new air-to-surface replacement for the WE177 
bomb. 


Junior Armed Forces Minister Lord Cranborne, who 
said an announcement was imminent, told him: “The 
point you have just made has played a very important 
part in our consideration of the decision we have to 
take.” 


A replacement for the bombs had been expected to be 
needed by the end of the century 














Mulroney on Aid for Russia, Bosnia 


PM 1805080293 Paris LE MONDE in French 16-17 
May 93 ps5 


[Interview with Canadian Pmme Minister Bnan Mul- 
roney by Dominique Dhombres and Martine Jacot in 
Paris on 14 May] 


[Excerpt] [LE MONDE] You were in Moscow a few days 
ago. Are you still as strongly convinced of the need for 
the Western countries to help Bors Yeltsin's Russia” 


[Mulroney] I am convinced of it. I found Boris Yeltsin in 
good form after the referendum which was not the case 
during our lasi meeting in Vancouver at the summit with 
Bill Clinton: He was exhausted and rather discouraged, 
because at the time the problems seemed insurmount- 
able. | found him confident, vigorous, ready to take 
action, first at the constitutional level, with regard to 
changes in government structures, such as the firing of 
the vice president. But he still faces the same economic 
challenge. The transformation of the economy into a 
modern instrument of production may take not just 
months or years, but decades.... First, only the Russians 
can save Russia. It must continue to play its unifying role 
and must maintain all its credibility. Second, the G-7 
and the other developed countries will have to maintain 
their aid—a proposal which Canada supports. Our finan- 
cial aid is the second biggest per capita in the G-7, 
second only to Germany. 


The pledges made in London in 1991 have not been fully 
respected by the G-7. This time, there is a formal 
promise which will be enshrined in Tokyo in a few 
weeks’ time, and it 18 absolutely vital that all this 1s 
actually handed to the Russian Government as quickly 
as possible. It greatly needs it. 


Let us compare the promises made by the G-7—direct 
aid, bank guarantees, loan guarantees—with the amount 
actually handed over. You will see that there is a large 
gap between the two. Boris Yeltsin went home saying: 
My G-7 colleagues have so much confidence in me that 
they have promised rie $43 billion. The problem 1s that 
6 months later his opponents are asking: Where are these 
$43 billion? If the G-7 promises to provide $50 billion, it 
must pay $50 billion. 


I would like to make an aside: It 1s like the situation in 
the United Nations. At present, out of 181 member 
countries, there are only 41 which have paid their annual 
contribution, and the special contributions for the peace- 
keepines forces. Mr. Butrus-Ghali is forced to spend his 
time going round asking for money from nmch countries 
to pay for the Security Council's interventions. Every 
year, on | January, the Canadian ambassador to the 
United Nations hands over a check to pay all our 
contributions in advance. | think that this 1s a good 
formula for our further commitments. 





CANADA 


FBIS-WEL -93-094 
18 May 1993 


[LE MONDE] Are you in favor of the creation of a 
permanent UN force which would be available at any 
time to intervene in peacekeeping missions’ 


[Mulroney] It is a possibility. | do not rule it out at all, 
but imagine the financial problems that would cause for 
the United Nations. It has a deficit in this sphere of $2.7 
billion and it does not have the power to recover the 
funds owed to it. It may be that we decide to have new 
provisions which would permit the presence in member 
countries of troops allocated exclusively to the United 
Nations under the secretary general's control. It is not a 
proposal which fnghtens us and we would be prepared to 
cooperate on that. 


{LE MONDE] A propos, Canadian soldiers are currently 
in former Yugoslavia, wearing the U*. blue helmet. Do 
you think there should be a military intervention in 
Bosnia? 


[Mulroney] There are two completely different and pos- 
sibly incompatible proposals. We have the existing res- 
olution, under the terms of which the French and Cana- 
dian troops are on the ground carrying out a UN 
mandate. Today, there are §.000 French and 2,500 
Canadians. We are currently protected by the United 
Nations’ moral strength. We are protected from attack 
because we are there to keep the peace. If we change that 
mandate for the French, Canadians, and British. we 
would have to ask the Security Counci! for another 
resolution which would enable us to repatnate our 
troops which are in former Yugoslavia) We are not 
hostile to the use of force, but we are alrea'y on the 
ground. There are French and Canadian nationals who 
could be killed immediately if there 1s a conflict between 
these resolutions. 


{LE MONDE] Canada has decided to repatriate all its 
troops from Europe. That gesture went unnoticed. What 
meaning do you give it” 


[Mulroney] NATO has lost its enemy. It 1s embarrassing 
tO maintain an army to repel an enemy who 1s no longer 
there. But this does not mean that Europe has been 
abandoned. We were the first to have a presence in 
Yugoslavia. Canada is more effectively committed to 
Europe by having soldiers in former Yugoslavia today 
rather than having soldiers idle in southern Germany. 
waiting for a confrontation which will not come. | think 
that this 1s an important strategic decision, but it does 
not affect our fundamental commitment toward Europe 


[LE MONDE] The Paris-Ottawa-Quebec trangle is no 
longer discussed. Do you think the quarre! has been 
buried once and for all? 


{Mulroney] We now have extremely trustful and 
respectful relations between Paris and Ottawa We are 
very proud of this success. The |9&84 political gesture 
made by my government during the first visit to America 
by Prime Min: ster Laurent Fabius allowed summits to 
be held for the French-speaking world) These summits 
have become extraordinarily instrumental in spreading 
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French influence throughout the world. France and 
Canada, the two biggest French-speaking countnes in the 
world and the two nchest, largely financially support the 
operation. And our relations at the international level 
have great value for my government. I discussed that at 
length with Presidents Reagan, Bush, and Cliciton. 


{LE MONDE] Do the Amencans understand you when 
you explain that to them? 


{Mulroney} | recently told Mr. Clinton: Y ou must under- 
stand that the French president has two responsibilities. 
The first is to lead France but he also has an interna- 
tional responsibility for the promotion of French 
throughout the world. And we English-speakers some- 
times tend to regar¢ that as unimportant! But unless the 
president accepts that, he fails in his task. That is why 
you see the French president at times demanding respect 
for the French fanguage and culture. Some people find 
that boring and pretentious. | say, no, that 1s not the case 
at all. Canada is very happy with developments in this 


CANADA § 


sphere, very happy with .ts relations with Mr. Mitterrand 
and with Mr. Balladur. his prime minister. Preterenual 
relations exist and will continue to exist. Squabbies over 
red carpets and flags are a thing of the past 


[LE MONDE] During your visit to Paris, you mentioned 
this bone of contention between France and Canada, 
namely the fishing problem. Will this issue eventually be 
settled harmoniously” 


{Mulroney} The problem is this: There are no fish left. Is 
that the fault of the Russians, the Spanish, or the 
Newfoundlanders’? Who knows? At all events, there 1s 
none left for anybody. We are now taking conservation 
measures and we are trving to reconstitute this fabulovs 
stock which has fed a large part of Europe for 400 years 
We are doing it with the Community's help. But | admut 
that there 1s a specia! problem with regard to Saint- 
Pierre-et-Miquelon. Some suggestions have been made 
by Pmme Minister Balladur We will examine them 
closely. [passage omitted] 


; 








6 GERMANY 


Kinkel Backs Russia’s Plan on Bosnia 


LD1805090693 Hamburg DPA in German 0836 GMT 
18 May 93 


[Text] Bonn/Berlin (DPA}—Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrey Kozyrev has presented a four-point plan to end 
the war in Bosnia- Herzegovina to Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel in Berlin. The Foreign Ministry announced 
in Bonn today [18 May] that the proposals are almost 
identical to those made by the EC foreign ministers on 
10 May. 


Kozyrev proposed 2 complete enforcement of the sanc- 
tions decided by the United Nations and the sealing of 
the border between Serbia and Bosnia. Security zones 
also had to be “immediately” created in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, as well as an “ad hoc court” for war crimes 
in the former Yugoslavia. Kozyrev said a UN Security 
Council resolution was immediately required to enforce 
this concept and to put more pressure on Serbia and the 
Bosnian Serbs. Russia supported the Vance-Owen peace 
plan. 


Kinkel said that the Russian concept was conclusive. 
“We completely and utterly support the Russian 
efforts.” Kozyrev flew from Berlin for further talks in 
Zagreb, Belgrade, Sarajevo, and Rome, as well as in the 
United States. After the talks, Kinkel flew off to Ghana 
for the conference of German ambassadors in Africa. 


Kinkel Holds Talks With Croatia’s Tudjman 
WA1705 123293 


For Croatian reportage on the visit to Croatia by Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel, including reports on his talks 
with Croatian President Franjo Tudjman, see the 
Croatia section of the 17 May and subsequent issues of 
the East Europe DAILY REPORT. 


Ruehe on Army’s Tasks in Somalia, Opening 
Toward East 


LD1705195193 Hamburg DPA in German 1217 GMT 
17 May 93 


[Text] Berlin (DPA}—In the view of Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe, the Bundeswehr’s humanitarian deploy- 
ment in Somalia with military protection is in line with 
the new tasks of the German Armed Forces. Speaking to 
the Sixth “Bundeswehr and Society” Forum staged by 
the WELT AM SONNTAG newspaper in Berlin today 
[17 May], Ruehe underlined that Germany is nc w 
growing gradually but purposefully into its new interna- 
tional responsibility. Ruehe said he is gratified that an 
“impressively large number” of conscripts have reported 
for duty in Somalia. Hovever they were many more than 
were needed. 


“It won't be a picnic,” Ruehe said. In his, view the 
Bundeswehr soldiers will however—in common with 
their comrades on medical duty in Cambodia and aid 
flights to Sarajevo and Srebrenica—show that they are 
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well trained and highly motivated. “Germany's contn- 
bution in Somalia ts in line with our responsibility as a 
member of the international community and with our 
capabilities,” Ruehe stressed. In the future Germany 
must confront a; a matter of principle, like every other 
UN member, all challenges, including combat opera- 
tions. To see this as a “militarization of foreign policy” 
is “truly a grotesque distortion.” 


Ruehe called for an opening up of the European integra- 
tion process toward the East, in economic and ecological 
terms but also in terms Of security policy. The opening 
up of the West European Union [WEU] and NATO 
toward the East is no longer a fundamental issue for 
Ruehe. “Tred and tested structures and military inte- 
gration in particular must be preserved but their stability 
function should at the same time be expanded toward 
the East,” the minister stated. The existing institutions-— 
the United Nations, CSCE, NATO, and the WEU —must 
be used globally and regionally. Alongside a range of 
preventive measures of political crisis management, 
alert, multinational command and armed forces struc- 
tures are necessary for this purpose. These forces must 
also cooperate with non-members, Ruche said. 


According to Ruehe, the Bundeswehr must first develop 
into its new tasks. The planning priority hes in rapid 
reaction forces without losing sight of the cfficrency of 
the whole Bundeswehr system. The armed forces must 
receive sufficient resources with which they can also 
fulfill their task at the end of the decade. It 1s now 
essential to create calm in the arm, , which 1s under great 
pressure, due to its restructuring down to the figure of 
370,000 men. It is necessary to finance the reorganiza- 
tion cf the Bundeswehr from a defense army orientated 
toward central Europe to a mobile, available, and effi- 
cient instrument of political crisis management, he said 


Commentary Views German Policy on China 


{0'1505135193 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 14-15 May 93 p 2 


[Christoph Rabe commentary: “Bonn Concessions” 


[Text] No wonder Foreign Minister Qian Qichen 1s 
leaving Germany pleased with himself. He can consider 
a “complete success” the fact that he received only a very 
mild reproach for the miserable human nghts situation 
in China. While Bonn is banking on an expansion of 
trade with China to improve the economic development 
in the new laender and seems to be willing to make 
concessions for this purpose, quite different voices are 
coming from across the Atlantic, which can be heard all 
the way to Beying. Obviously Washington 1s only pre- 
pared to extend the most-favored nation status to China 
if Beijing provides assurances that it will respect human 
rights. Even in this respect it is clear how far the 
Europeans and Americans have moved apart from each 
other in the meantime 


The federal government has no intention of attaching 
any conditions to deliveries of modern technology 
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Rather, because of the significance of the Chinese 
market and Beying’s weight as a member of the UN 
Secunty Council, Bonn considers 11 more advisable not 
to create any new hotbeds of conflict. The assurances 
about a single-China policy fit this picture, also a mes- 
sage that Being is pleased to hear. The only question 1s, 
will so much obliging behavior be rewarded? China 1s 
ready to buy more from Germany than ut did during the 
sanctions pernod, but it 1s demanding favorable terms for 
some orders. One thing is clear—unjustifiable conces- 
sions concerning human nmghts and subsidies must not 
form the basis for new business deals. 


British Reported Siding With Ruehe on 
Eurofighter 

{01705122493 Hambure WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 16 May 93 p 29 


{Michael J. Inacker report: “British Siding With Ruehe’s 
Line on Eurofighter 2000" } 


[Text] Hamburg—FRG Defense Minister Volker Ruehe 
(Christian Democratic Union) has received support 
from the Britssh Defense Ministry for his efforts to cut 
costs on the new European fighter plane (Eurofighter 
2000, tormerly Fighter 90) as a result of pressure on 
industry 


in a letter to the German Defense Ministry, which has 
»ecome known to WELT AM SONNTAG, British Min- 
ister of State for armament Jonathan Aitken thanked 
Ruehe and his state secretary, Joerg Schoenbohm, who 1s 
responsible for the Eurofighter negotiations, for their 
actions against armament companies involved in the 
project 


[his means a change of course by the British, who up to 
now have criticized Ruehe’s actions in the armament 
project, which 1s being implemented by Germany. 
Britain. Italy, and Spain, the Bonn Defense Munistry 
said 


The background was provided by a meeting of the four 
ministers and state secretaries on 5 April 1993, where 
Schoenbohm was able to enlist British support for effec- 
tive cost/benefit control for the project as sought by 
Rueche and to establish better management for the 
project 


Regarding German a tions against the armament com- 
panies involved in the proyect, Aitken’s letter to Schoe- 
nbohm of !0 May says that there is “no doubt” that the 
“pressure on the industry that has been produced by 
Volker Rueche”™ to change he current development and 
demand a new concept for the aircraft, has led to 
‘savings of almost 14 percent for Britain and | 2 Percent 
for Germany” compared with the prices given by the 
industry last year. This 1s a development “that is to the 
utmost credit of the German Government.” It has been 
learned that the system price for the fighter has been 
reduced from 133 million German marks [DM] to 
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DM103 million. Further savings amounting to about 
DMS5 million could be achieved by doing without newly 
developing a radar. 


According to information ©*samed by WELT AM 
SONNTAG, the change of heart un Britain is linxed with 
increasing displeasure in the London Defewse Ministry 
about problems with developments in its own nadustry, 
which have led to costs not previously agreed on. Report- 
edly, the “constant frequency generator,” which was 
developed by a Bntish-U.S. company for the cunstant 
power supply of the plane did not correspond to require- 
ments and must now be improved. 


A problem also developed with the “):g))' control 
system,” which 1s built by a Bntish compen) nd pre- 
vents the plane from nose-diving even in ua! tc flight 
attitudes. Neither software nor hardware fw 4". pre 
totype. At the beginning of the year up to 2/) / nti 
engineers were busy correcting the problem at 24SA 
[Deutsche Aerospace] in Munich. This caused a further 
delay to the program and raised development costs for 
this year. 


Therefore, both the Brntish and Germans are refusing to 
pay the higher development costs for 1993 that the 
industry is demanding. Thus, Defense Minister Ruehe 
has allocated DM520 million for development this year, 
but this is still DM370 million less than what the 
German industry 1s demanding, which 1s DM890 mil- 
lion. The Defense Ministry says that the costs for which 
the industry 1s responsible must also be paid by the 
industry. There is, though, a possibility for compromise 
here: If the industry were to assume half the DM370 
million for 1993, the Defense Ministry could pay the rest 
by shifting some items in its own budget. 


Representatives of the Defense Ministry and of DASA 
held talks on this compromise at the beginning of May. 
On | May, in the British armament magazine JANE’S 
DEFENCE WEEKLY, DASA Director Hartmut Meh- 
dorn had already signaled agreement: “If our customer 
asks us whether we can provide bridge financing, we will 
find a solution.” It has also been necessary to take over 
such bridge financing for previous projects, he pointed 
out. However, DASA’s financial board was not willing to 
make concessions: On 10 May the Defense Ministry in 
Bonn was told that additional costs cannot be taken 
over. 


Ex-GDR Spies in NATO Reportedly Exposed 


AU 1805104193 Hambure DER SPIEGEL in German 
17 May 93 p 17 


{Unattributed report: ‘Topas’ Uncovered””’] 


[Text] Investigators clam to have made “decisive” 
progress in the search for “Topas,” a high-quality espi- 
onage source of the former GDR in NATO. Asa result of 
the “skyrocketing readiness” of former agent controliers 
of the Ministry of State Security (MfS) “to make state- 
ments,’ counterintelligence “has practically managed to 
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uncover Topas” after long futile efforts, according to a 
leading Bonn intelligence service officer. In contrast to 
prior assumptions, Topas is not an individual bul a 
network of agents of different nationalities “at the 
medium and high echelons” of the alliance headquarters 
in Brussels. The network also includes a high-ranking 
German. Arrests are in the offing. Findings in MfS 
archives show that the “scope of betrayal” is “enor- 
mous.” As of 1979 Topas delivered long-term NATO 
programs, control systems, operatior | concepts, as well 
as NATO studies on the Warsaw Pa .. 


State Minister Views Industrial Espionage 


AU 1808075493 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 17 May 93 p 3 


[Thomas Linke report: “Western Intelligence Services 
Are Increasingly Dealing With Industral Espionage”) 


fText} Bonn—Bernd Schmidbauer, state minister in the 
Chancellor's Office and coordinator of the German 
intelligence serv ices, has complained about the fact that 
it is precisely the medium-sized enterprises that often do 
not take security measures thal are adequate for their 
own protection from espionage. 


In order to be able to better protect their own economy, 
Western intelligence services are now also increasingly 
dealing with this topic. This was stated by Schmidbauer 
in an interview for HANDELSBLATT. 


Several states, particularly in Eastern Europe, the 
Middle East, but also in north Afica, are trying to 
acquire sensitive economic data or sensitive goods with 
the help of their intelligence services, Schmidbauer 
stated. In a free market economy, the other way round— 
that is, the active procurement of economic data on 
other countries, would result in special problems: “What 
domestic firm should be provided with such results?” 
said the coordinator describing the problem. 


After the disintegration of the former East Bloc and the 
end of the “Cold War.” changes were also perceived in 
the field of espionage by the other side. Espionage is 
hardly onented any longer by ideological maxims of 
class struggle, but national interests are in the fore- 
ground. Although on the whole investigations con- 
cerning military, political, and economic projects and 
plans are rill at issue, industrial espionage has mean- 
while become the focus, he said. 


By the end of the eighties, the economic espionage of the 
East Bloc countries in particular was mainly aimed at the 
procurement of Western technology and the relevant 
know-how via the intelligence services, in order to catch 
up with Western technology without research « forts of 
their own and with high development costs bei'.g saved. 
Moreover, economic espionage now increasingly com- 
prises the procurement of information on economic 
policy developments, he said. T\.«s includes above all 
expert opinions of banks or economic associations and 
market forecasts, for example, on credit markets. In this 
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context, Schmidbauer pointed out that the responsible 
authonities continue to folluw a multitude of tracks of the 
former agents of the Ministry for State Secunts 


According to Schmidbauer, joint ventures are still used 
for the procurement of technology and for economic 
espionage. One has to proceed on the assumption that 
East European states and Third World countries [re- 
quently use joint ventures for the procurement of infor- 
mation. However, it is often not clear whether espionage 
1s pursued here on behalf of the state or industry. that 1s. 
espionage by the competition. Here the members of a 
foreign intelligence service disguised as employees of 
such a firm have a good starting point for their intelli- 
gence work since they can establish “business” contacts, 
without arousing their business partners’ suspicion. 
According to Schmidbauer, investigations are basically 
conducteu according to well-known patierns. For 
example, after preparations that often take months, 
executives of relevant firms or research institutes are 
askeJ for internal documents or samples that are not 
ireely available. The intelligence officers hold out the 
prospect of lucrative business deals to the owners of 
smaller, strongly export-onente | enterprises if they do 
not oppose the delivery of somewhat “delicate” goods 
for example, embargoed goods 


According to Schmidbauer, the damage caused by eco- 
nomic espionage “cannot even be approximately est 
mated.” However, a total loss amounting to billions can 
be assumed. It is known that the former GDR saved 
development costs of several millions of marks because 
of a sing:e agent in the western German cconomy Only 
individual companies that had to ascertain that goods 
that had been developed by them were marketed by 
foreign enterprises could provide information 
According to Schmidbauer, the economy 1s. of course, 
also harmed by the loss of license fees and the liceal 
transfer of embargoed goods. In Schmidbauer s recent 
talks vith Russian and other Eastern intelligence ser- 
vices it was promised that German interests are not to be 
violated in the future. Schmidbauer “We are in touch 
with them and are striving for the practical implemen- 
tation of these intentions.” 


Many companies that are pursuing sensitive technical 
developments—<cven though they do not belong to the 
sensitive cconomy—already have a “security apparatus” 
that deals wri industrial counterintelligence They are 
trying in their Own interest to protect themselves by 
various measures. In the field of sensitive industry. the 
authorities for the protection of the constitution advise 
and sensitize the responsible & cunty commissioners. he 
said. 


According to Schmidbauer, the increase in illegal offers 
and transfers of radioactive materials in Central and 
Eastern Europe, which was already perceptible in 1991, 
clearly continued in 1992. The German security author- 
ities succeeded in seizing the offered materials in quite a 
few cases. Among them there was also slightly enriched 
uranium, the state minister reported However, it has to 
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be stressed that fissile material, which would have been 
suitable for the construction of nuclear weapons because 
of its nature—highly enriched uranium or plutonium— 
or quantity—several kilograms—was not seized in any of 
these cases, he said. 


Schmidbauer thinks that actions aiming at terrorism by 
using nuclear warheads are “not likely” in the foresee- 
able future. According to all available findings, groups of 
possibly interested perpetrators do not have the neces- 
sary means. However, danger from radiation by 
releasing radioactivity or at least the threat of it can no 
longer basically be ruled out as a terrorist option. This is 
particularly valid if it continues to be possible to dissem- 
inate considerable amounts of suitable radioisotopes 
uncontrolled on the nuclear black market, Schmidbauer 
warned. So far, however, there has not yet been any 
information on relevant preparations by perpetrators or 
groups of perpetrators. 


The information received by the Federal Intelligence 
Service confirms that, in addition to economic espio- 
nage, money laundering is also considerably on the 
upswing, particularly in the Eastern European states. 
The transition of these countries, whose economy is in 
considerable disorder, to market economy structures 
provides much free space for money laundering, 
Schmidbauer said. 


Companies Reluctant To Invest in Russia 


AU 1805092493 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 17 May 93 p 9 


[““see’’-initialed report: “Chaotic Responsibilities Deter 
Investors’’} 


[Text] Duesseldorf, 15-16 May—So far only a few 
German enterprises have been ready to invest in Russia. 
Administrative obstacles and legal uncertainties are the 
reasons for this. This became obvious at the “Russia 
Economic Conference” in Duesseldorf, at which more 
than 400 representatives from the business and political 
community of both countries met for an exchange of 
experience. 


“Many credits that are granted to Russia do not arrive at 
the right place,” Arkadiy Volskiy, president of the Rus- 
sian Association of Industrialists and " 1trepreneurs, 
said. In order to have an effect, the loans ti.at are granted 
should be “linked to certain names.” Volskiy is thinking 
of companies that used to have trade relations with the 
GDR and refers to the damage that has been caused by 
severing these relations. In the new laender he encoun- 
tered great readiness to resume these connections. 


Opening of Western Markets Demanded 


Volskiy believes that it is now necessary to establish 
“horizontal relations” between the enterprises. He wants 
to assure these enterprises of state support. It is certainly 





GERMANY 9 


more expensive tO pay even more in unemployment 
benefit in Russia than to promote trade transactions by 
subsidies. 


The Russian Econcmics Ministry wants to create invest- 
ment incentives for foreign enterprises. ““We have prepared 
a package of measures, including, among other things, tax 
exemption and possibilities for repatriation of profits,” the 
deputy economics minister, Andrey Shapovalyants, stated. 
This program will also be put up for discussion at the 
upcoming meeting between the German and Russian eco- 
nomics ministers. Russia is desperate for further assistance 
for retraining managers. “Russia badly needs a qualified 
foundation of personnel.” 


For Aleksandr Khandruyev, first deputy chairman of the 
executive board of the Russian Central Bank, sees the 
Struggle against inflation as the prime objective. Tighter 
monetary policy, which was initiated at the beginning of 
the year, is intended to keep the growth of the money 
supply in 1993 under 30 percent. According to Khan- 
druyev, the reason for the explosion of the money supply 
so far is a “soft budget policy.” The central bank 
executive expects that the 1993 budget deficit will reach 
about 15 percent of Russia’s gross national product. He 
emphasized that Russia can get out of the currert crisis 
only with the help of foreign capital. 


On the other hand, “financial transfers alone cannot 
solve the problems of the transformation process,” 
Dieter von Wuerzen, state secretary in the Federal 
Economics Ministry, said. It is up to Russia to “create an 
attractive economic climate that provides investment 
incentives.” 


After a transition period, Western markets must increas- 
ingly open up to Russian products, Von Wuerzen argued. 
This is the only way for the country to earn the necessary 
foreign currency. The Russian Government must also 
clarify the legal and political authorities on a lasting 
basis. The development of an efficient sector of medium- 
sized enterprises is now the next step and “one of the 
most important results of the reform efforts,” the state 
secretary noted. 


Apart from the legal uncertainty, the efficiency of invest- 
ment projects is also often in great danger. Wilhelm 
Bonse-Geuking, board member of the Veba Oel AG, 
mainly complained about the Russian Government's 
“wealth of fiscal ideas,” which often prevents profitable 
operations. Bringing German capital and know-how 
together with Russian raw material reserves “requires a 
deep vreath,” Bonse-Geuking said. 


Werner Schroeder, director of the Siemens AG, takes a 
similar view of the situation. In the spheres of energy 
management, communication, and transport technology, 
Siemens has already concluded seven joint ventures with 
Russian partners, while 12 others are being discussed; 
however, projects have again and again been delayed by 
export licensing procedures, which may take up to a 
whole year. 
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Legal Uncertainties Must Be Removed 


Klaus Steilmann, managing partner of the textile com- 
pany Steilmann GmbH KG, of Wattenscheid, sees major 
deficiencies in the qualifications of bookkeepers and 
finance experts. To guarantee smooth work, further 
training schemes are still necessary. 


All in all, Axel Lebahn, co-initiator of the meeting, was 
satisfied with the results of the conference. Establishing 
contacts between Russian and German firms has worked 
well. The piece of good advice that the manager of the 
Center for German-Russian Economic Cooperation 
(ZDRW) in Duesseldorf—which organized the confer- 
ence together with the North Rhine-Westphalian cham- 
bers of industry and trade and the Society of Chambers 
of Industry and Trade for the Promotion of Foreign 
Trade—wants to give the enterprises is: “Get off the 
starting blocks.” 


Bonn Complains About Russian Companies’ 
Arrears 


AU1705133593 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 16 May 93 p 31 


(“R.O/H.V.” report: “Bonn Complains About Arrears 
in Payment of Russian Companies”’] 


[Text] Bonn—The payment ethics of Russian companies 
in deals with German firms is deteriorating; Russian 
arrears in payment are rising. 


This was pointed out by Minister of the Chancellory 
Friedrich Bohl (CDU) in an interview with WELT AM 
SONNTAG. The federal government is “very con- 
cerned” about this development. 


Bohl broached this issue at a meeting with Arkadiy 
Volskiy, president of the Russian Industrialists’ Associ- 
ation, in Bonn on Friday [14 May]. The minister assured 
his Russian interlocutor of the federal government's 
great interest in more intensive cooperation between 
German and Russian companies. However, by extending 
the Hermes guarantees to safeguard business with the 
East, the federal government has already reached the 
limits of its possibilities. 

“We note with interest that Russia has made efforts to 
make more intensive use of barter deals in the new 
lander,” Bohl said. In this connection, the federal gov- 
ernment is willing to use Hermes guarantees flexibly. 


In barter deals goods are not paid with money but with 
goods; for instance, machinery from eastern Germany is 
paid for with Russian oil or gas. 


Bohl assured Volskiy that the federal government wants to 
continue to support the reforms ‘1 Russia. However, Ger- 
many has already provided 80 billion German marks in aid 
and has thus reached the limits of its capacity. Further 
financial aid must be granted at international level. 
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Ministry Warns Against Deals With Ex-USSR 
AU 1805093593 Hamburg BILD in German 17 May 93 
p2 


[“knoe/rv” report: “Germany Pays for Soviet Debts”’} 


[Text] The FRG suffered losses of more than 2.2 billion 
German marks [DM] because many states were unable to 
repay their loans in 1992. Of these DM2.2 billion 
DM955 million alone were attributable to the former 
Soviet Union, DM747 million to Brazil, and DM312 
million to Iraq. This is stated in a secret report by the 
Finance Ministry about state guarantees for exports 
(Hermes). According to this report, the federal govern- 
ment is currently guaranteeing DM182.2 billion— 
DM8.9 billion more than in 1991. The report warns 
against deals with the states of the former Soviet Union: 
“In the future considerably higher expenditures are to be 
expected in this field. Export guarantees can be granted 
only after strict examination.” 


IG Metall Expects Approval for End of Saxon 
Strikes 

LD1805082693 Hamburg DPA in German 0758 GMI 
18 May 93 


[Text] Dresden (DPA)}—There 1s evidently nothing more 
standing in the way of an end to the indusirial dispute in 
Saxony. Saxony IG Metall expects large-scale approval 
for an end to the strikes in the ballot which ends today 
[18 May], according to the regional leader Hasso Duevel 


The official result will be announced in Dresden this 
evening. 


Saxon Compromise in Mecklenburg 


LD1805075793 Berlin ADN in German 0656 GMT 18 
May 93 


[Text] Rostock (ADN}—The Saxon compromise will also be 
adopted in its complete form in the metal and electrical 
industry in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania. This was 
agreed by the employers’ association Nordmetal! and IG 
Metall in Rostock on Monday evening [17 May], an IG 
Metall spokeswoman announced today [18 May]. According 
to the agreement, pay will be increased to 100 percent of 
western levels by the end of 1996. The pay and conditions 
commission has in the meantime approved the result of the 
negotiations and has prepared the ballot. It will start at 
midday in the 50 firms in Mecklenburg- Western Pomerania 
that are subject to the collective pay agreement. The result 1s 
expected on 19 May. 


Deal Adopted in Saxony-Anhalt 


LD1705153193 Hamburg DPA in German 1308 GMT 
17 May 93 


[Text] Magdeburg (DPA}—The wage bargaining parties 
in the metal and electrical industry in Saxony-Anhalt 
have agreed to adopt the compromise reached 1n Saxony 











FBIS-WEU-93-094 
18 May 1993 


This was stated by IG Metall regional chief Juergen 
Peters and Lutz Modes, chairman of the metal 
employers’ federation [in Saxony-Anhalt] following talks 
in Magdeburg today [17 May]. The trade union members 
will now decide in fresh ballots tomorrow and 
Wednesday whether they approve the agreement, which 
postpones alignment of wages with western levels from 
1994 to 1996. 


IG Metall Chief Accused of Insider Trading 


AU1705100693 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 0900 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] IG Metall metalworkers union chief Franz 
Steinkuehler has been accused of having made specula- 
tive profits of over 100,000 German marks [DM] by 
inadmissible insider deals at the Frankfurt Stock 
Exchange. The Hamburg weekly STERN reports that, 
between 18 March and | Apri this year, Steinkuehler 
bought more than 2,000 shares of the Mercedes Holding 
for himself and his son, who is under age. The trade 
union leader bought the largest package on | Apmnil. On 
that day, Steinkuehler took part in a board meeting of 
Daimler Benz AG as workers’ representative. The next 
day when the company agreed on the merger and pub- 
lished its decision, the price of the shares rose steeply by 
DM84. 


According to the weekly, Steinkuehler has meanwhile 
confirmed the deals. According to STERN, he disputes, 
however, that he misused his insider knowledge from his 
work as a board member. 


Waigel Expects Sharp Drop in Revenue 
LD1405155993 Berlin DDP in German 1302 GMT 14 
May 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DDP)}—The ongoing economic reces- 
sion has further aggravated the already tight financial 
situation in public funding. At national, land, and dis- 
trict level DM [German mark] 5.3 billion less will be 
collected in taxes this year than originally estimated. In 
1994, indeed, there will be DM 25.8 billion less. This was 
the result published today of the discussions of the 
working party on tax revenue estimates that has been 
meeting in Wiesbaden since Monday. Of the reduced tax 
revenue this year, DM 1.4 billion can be accounted for at 
government level alone. In 1994 this figure will be DM 
12.0 billion less than originally assumed. 


Federal Finance Minister Theo Waigel (CSU) [Christian 
Social Union] pointed out tha’ weakness of the world 
economy had led to a recession in the Federal Republic, 
too, since the autumn of last year. Due to the less 
favorable overall economic outlook, expectations of tax 
revenue would have to be reduced considerably com- 
pared with the tax revenue estimates of November 1992 
and May 1992. [passage omitted] 
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FDP Official Calls For Turnabout in Financial 
Policy 


AU 1805083893 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 17 May 93 p 15 


[“Stue” report: ““Demands for Turnabout in Financial 
Policy”] 


[Text] Bonn, 16 May—In view of the reduction in tax 
revenues that is to be expected over the next few years, 
the demands for a turnabout in financial policy have 
increased. The discussion focuses on the fear of a further 
unbraked growth in state debts. For Wolfgang Weng, 
budget policy spokesman of the Free Democratic Party 
of Germany Bundestag group, the state is “no longer far 
from being unable to act in financial policy.” Social 
Democratic Party of Germany budget expert Helmut 
Wieczorek stated that the “march toward the state of 
indebtedness” 1s accelerating. 


Weng has called on the heads of the coalition and 
government “to think and act.” The “simple and com- 
fortable path” of balancing lower revenues due to eco- 
nomic development by higher debts can no longer be 
followed without damaging trust in the currency, Weng 
said in an interview with this newspaper. “Much rather, 
the losses in tax revenues force us to act,” he continued 
Compared with the government's draft budget for 1993 
of last summer, net borrowing has been raised from 38 
billion German marks [DM] to more than DM67 billion, 
mainly due to the economic development. In Weng's 
view, the economic development and the financial 
demand of the Federal Employment Office continue to 
harbor grea: risks for the budget. 


In 1994 and 1995 new debts will not fall below DM70 
billion, according to today’s estimates, Wieczorek said, 
even though they should have been reduced to DM29 
and DM26 billion, according to the financial plans. 
According to the results of the tax estimates, which were 
published last Friday [14 May], federal government, 
laender, and communities must make do with clearly less 
tax revenues over the next few years because of the 
unfavorable economic development. Compared with the 
level in mid-March, when the agreement on the Soli- 
darity Pact was achieved, the losses in revenues for 
federal government, laender, and communities will 
amount to DM25.8 billion in 1994, to DM32.7 billion in 
1995, and to DM40.7 billion in 1996. The federal 
government alone must close a gap of DM12 billion in 
1994. Compared with the medium-term financial plans, 
its revenues are even DM28 billion less 


Against this background, Weng demands a strict consol- 
idation course. The structure of the 1994 federal budget 
must be considerably improved through large-scale sav- 
ings. Weng said that one cannot put the blame on FRG 
Finance Minister Theo Waigel personally for the 
strongly increasing debts. In part, however, he was too 
lenient, for instance in the quarrel with the laender about 
the distribution of financial means as of 1995. 
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Weng clearly criticized FRG Labor Minister Norbert 
Bluem (Chnstian Democratic Union). When the 1993 
budget was adopted, it was implied that subsidies to the 
Federal Employment Office would not be necessary. 
Now DM18 billion has had to be provided. Bluem 
refused to cut back on benefits even when it became 
obvious that high subsidies would be necessary. 


Waigel-Stoiber Duel Becoming ‘Increasingly 
Brutal’ 

AU 1805103293 Hamburg BILD in German 18 May 93 
pp 1,2 


[Karsten Riechers report: “The Duel Is Becoming 
Increasingly Brutal”’} 


[Text] Munich—Yesterday the Christian Social Union 
[CSU] leadership discussed [Bavarian Minister Presi- 
dent} Streibl’s succession for six and a half hours. The 
duel between [federal Finance Minister] Theo Waigel 
and [Bavarian Interior Minister] Edmund Stoiber is 
becoming increasingly brutal. Only one of them can win. 
The loser is facing his political fall. The party hopes that 
Stoiber and Waigel will come to an agreement in secret 
talks by Friday [21 May]. Then the CSU Presidium and 
the leaders of the Landtag group should and must make 
a decision. 


In the conference hall of the CSU land leadership in 
Nyiiphenburger Strasse opinions clashed yesterday, and 
nobody was spared. Stoiber: “I am the land politician, 
and Theo Waigel is a convincing federal politician.”’ The 
majority of the party want him as minister president, 
and he is ready, Stoiber pointed out. 


Theo Waigel: “I cannot go back to Bonn after such a 
failure.” Commented Stoiber, who has repeatedly said in 
public that he will run for this office: “I cannot go back, 
either.” 


In the afternoon the 32 leaders of party, Landtag group. 
and districts made desperate efforts to settle the mud- 
died situation: “We must stop the two locomotives, 
which are racing toward each other,” one participant in 
the meeting said entreatingly. 


Alois Glueck, head of the Landtag group, suggested 
various models: Stoiber becomes minister president and 
gives up his job as deputy party chairman; Waigel stays 
in Bonn. Both men rejected this. 


The second model: Waigel becomes minister president, 
Stoiber becomes party chairman and goes to Bonn. 
Stoiber rejected this. 


“The discussion began to go in circles,” a participant 
told BILD in Munich. At the end there was no solution 
in sight, only the old insight that “the party needs both of 
them” and the formula “‘we are trying to find a good 
solution.” 


Secret talks between Waigel and Stoiber are now sup- 
posed to cut through the Gordian knot by Friday and 
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prevent the expected competitive vote at the last 
moment. Then the leadership of the party and the 
Landtag group will make a final decision: “Stoiber still 
has the far better cards,” one participant in the meeting 
told BILD in Munich yesterday. 


Three possibilities are discussed in Bonn if Waigel loses: 
a top job in industry, a top position at the World Bank, 
or a job as a lawyer. 


Poll Shows ‘Record Low’ For SPD 


AU1705091293 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 15 
May 93 p 2 


[“Welt-Nachrichtendienst” report: “SPD Falls to New 
Record Low”’} 


[Text] Mainz—With its current leadership crisis, the 
Social Democratic Party [SPD] is losing the trust and 
approval of the German public. The Christian Demo- 
cratic Union [CDU)/Chnstian Social Union [CSU] 1s 
benefiting. If Bundestag elections were held next 
Sunday, the SPD would get 35 percent of the votes (1 
percent down compared with Apmil). The CDU/CSU 
would gain | percent, nsing to 38 percent. At the same 
time, only 29 percent of the German public believes the 
SPD will win the next elections. This is the result of the 
ZDF Political Barometer in May. For the SPD the result 
is the worst since March 1991. In summer 1991 it got 40 
percent, in February 1993 38 percent. 


In the search for a new SPD candidate for chancellor 
there is no clear favorite for the west Germans: 20 
percent voted for Rhineland-Palatinate Minister Presi- 
dent Rudolf Scharping, 19 percent for his Lower Saxon 
counterpart Gerhard Schroeder, and 15 percent for Saar- 
land head of government Oskar Lafontaine, who has not 
yet decided whether or not he will run. Bavarian SPD 
Land Chairwoman Renate Schmidt, who has meanwhile 
canceled her candidacy, would be preferred as candidate 
for chancellor by 16 percent of those polled. Among SPD 
followers Lafontaine and Schroeder are ahead with 21 
percent each. 


In the meantime, the schedule for settling the SPD 
leadership succession 1s again threatened. At the meeting 
of the leading bodies at the beginning of next week, 
several party districts will call for a decision on the SPD 
chairman to be made at a congress before the summer 
recess. The SPD Presidium meets in Bonn next Monday 
[17 May] and the Party Council on Tuesday. 


Approval is emerging in the party districts for the plan to 
poll the members about the candidate for party chair- 
manship on 13 June. Federal Executive Secretary Karl- 
heinz Blessing wants to put forward various suggestions 
for this to the Presidium on Monday. 


Opinions differ in the SPD about the role the Saarland 
minister president should play in the new leadership. 
North Rhine-Westphalian Environment Minister Klaus 
Matthiesen proposed Rhineland-Palatinate Munister 
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President Rudolf Scharping as new party chief and 
Lafontaine as candidate for chancellor. Lafontaine 1s the 
only one capable of coming to grips with the dramati- 
cally escalating problems in Germany, Matthiesen told 
WESTDEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG. 


Hermann Rappe, SPD Bundestag deputy and head of the 
Chemical Industry Trade Union, came out against 
Lafontaine. On the basis of experience in the last election 
campaign, he does not think it would be useful to run 
again with the Saarland politician leading the party, he 
said. East German SPD Deputy Rolf Schwanitz said 
that, as a result of Lafontaine’s lack of enthusiasm for 
unification, he does not see him as a suitable candidate 
for chancellor. 


CDU Strategy Tries To Counter Far Right 


AU1705131193 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 16 May 93 p 26 


[“H.V.” report: “CDU Opposes Right-Wing Extremists” 


[Text] Bonn—With a view to the Bundestag elections in 
autumn 1994, the Christian Democratic Union [CDU] 
wants to struggle vigorously against mght-wing extremist 
parties even now, to prevent them from becoming a 
meeting place for politically disappointed citizens. 


According to an internal paper by CDU Secretary Gen- 
eral Peter Hintze on the CDU “election strategy,” which 
has become available to WELT AM SONNTAG, new 
Studies prove that “the influx into nght-wing extremist 
parties consists to a considerably degree of disappointed 
voters of the Social Democratic Party [SPD}.”’ 


The resignation of SPD chief Bjoern Engholm, Hintze 
continues, has led to a “dual crisis” in the SPD, namely 
both a leadership crisis and an orientation crisis. 


Hintze notes: “Whoever wants to stop or even reverse 
the trend toward abstention or protest voting and the 
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increase in radical rat-catcher parties, must give answers 
to the questions about energetic action and orientation.” 


The CDU secretary general points out that the SPD 
bears special responsibility not only via its land govern- 
ments. In the Bundestag. too, it is called upon to act with 
every decision that requires majorities for changing the 
constitution. This applies, above all, to topical issues, 
such as the asylum law and combating crime. For all too 
long “the SPD’s refusal to recognize reality” has blocked 
“solid solutions. It would be fatal if the power struggle in 
the SPD, which has now fully broken out, would prolong 
the period of resistance to reality.” 


As the most important topics of the election campaign 
Hintze cited —safeguarding Germany as an economic 
location and safeguarding jobs; 

—combating crime, and 

—safeguarding healthy public budgets. 


As regards the intended intensive combating of mght- 
wing extremism, there are obviously differences in 
opinion between Hitnze and hr predecessor, Heiner 
Geissler, currently deputy cha: ian of the CDU/ 
Christian Social Union Bundestag Group. Geissler 
stated that one of the “most momentous mistakes of the 
CDU” of the past is being repeated if once again a “fatal 
rightist election campaign topic” is being pursued. 
Already as CDU secretary general he had stated that it 1s 
necessary to develop the “ability to gain a majority in the 
center” in order to seize the opportunity of winning 
voters over from the SPD. 


Hintze, on the other hand, warns the CDU against a 
“phantom discussion” of the past about questions of left 
and right. The voters who must now be attracted by the 
CDU are, above all, career-oriented and performance- 
oriented working people, but also skilled workers from 
Halle or employees from Hannover who are wondering 
about the further economic development. Many might 
have voted for the SPD recently and this time are playing 
with the idea of voting for right-wing extremists. The 
important thing is whether the CDU “can win over these 
voters for itself and its program.” 
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Juppe Calls For Direct U.S. Action in Bosnia 


AU1805090993 Paris AFP in English 2253 GMT 17 
May 93 


[Text] Paris, May 17 (AFP)}—French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe called Monday night [17 May] for direct 
Russian and U.S. action on Bosnian soil to back up 
Europe’s existing military commitments there. 


Hands-on involvement from the two former superpower 
rivals—suggested as the U.S rejected Russian calls for a 
ministerial meeting to discuss Bosnia peacekeeping oper- 
alions—was a necessary factor in “seizing the final 
chance for peace”, Juppe said in an interview to be 
published Tuesday by French daily LE FIGARO. 


“We want the major powers to complement our efforts. 
I am thinking primarily of Russia and the American- 
s... This is the responsibility of all those who want to take 
responsibility for Europe's security,”’ Juppe said. 


And unless a truly international effort succeeded in 
putting into effect the Vance-Owen peace plan, U.N. 
peacekeeping troops would have to be withdrawn and air 
strikes enforced, Juppe warned. 


Juppe’s call echoed a plea here earlier Monday from 
French Prime Minister Edouard Balladur for the U.S. to 
send ground troops to Bosnia to protect U.N.-declared 
safe areas. 


“The Americans should start defending some protected 
zones” and “doing on the ground” what Europeans had 
been doing, Balladur told the daily LE MONDE. 


But Monday night the U.S. State Department in Wash- 
ington justified its reyection of Russia's call for a U.N. 
ministerial meeting Friday on peacekeeping in Bosnia by 
saying Congress had not yet decided how much to spend 
on peacekeeping operations. 


“We don’t think that that meeting should be this week,” 
said State Department spokesman Richard Boucher, 
adding that the U.S. fully supported “a properly pre- 
pared” ministerial meeting on peacekeeping. 


Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev, 
soon to visit Serbia and Croatia, called in Berlin for 
application of the Vance- Owen peace plan—which 
would split Bosnia-Hercegovina into 10 semi- 
autonomous provinces—but added that he did not rule 
Out any measures to end the war. 


But Juppe warned in graphic terms of the consequences 
of not accepting the plan, which looks certain to have 
been snubbed by Bosnian Serbs in a widely-discredited 
weekend referendum. 


rie told LE FIGARO: “That would immediately mean 
more deaths very swiftly entail the risk of generalised 
conflict in the Balkans, with the possibility of countries 
bordering Yugoslavia entering the war.” 
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Mitterrand Praises Greek Initiatives on Bosnia 
PM1705150493 Paris LE MONDE in French 16-17 
May 93 p 3 


[Jean-Louis Andreani and Didier Kunz report: “Franco- 
Greek ‘Agreement’ on Balkans”] 


[Text] Athens—During a visit to Athens on Frnday !4 
May, Francois Mitterrand had talks with Greek Presi- 
dent Konstandinos Karamanlis, Prime Minister Kon- 
standinos Mits:. “is, and Socialist opposition leader 
Andreas Papand: 4. Mr. Mitterrand was awarded an 
honorary doctorate by the Panteios University of Polit- 
ical Sciences. 


Despite its brevity, Mr. Mitterrand’s visit to Athens had 
a political nature to which both sides bore witness. The 
Greek press gave extensive coverage to this visit, which 
was particularly appreciated because Greece's positions 
on Macedonia, and more generally its support for Serbia, 
have isolated it from its other EC partners. After his 
luncheon with the French head of state, Mr. Mitsotakis 
said with regard to the Balkans: “We are very close,” 
adding that the two countries’ policies “coincide.” Mem- 
bers of Mr. Mitterrand’s entourage stressed that Athens 
and Paris have ““major areas of agreement,” and that the 
atmosphere at this luncheon—which was attended by 
moviemaker Costa Gavras and composer Mikis The- 
odorakis, former Communist deputy who rallied to the 
conservative party (New Democracy) led by Mr. Mitso- 
takis—had been “extremely cordial.” 


The French delegation also “welcomed the fact that, in 
an unstable Balkan environment, Greece represents a 
stabilizing element and can serve as a kind of forward 
position for the EC” in this region. It also welcomed the 
latest Greek initiatives on the Bosnian conflict (Athens 
summit and Mr. Mitsotakis’ visit to Pale to try to 
persuade the Bosnian Serb “parliament” to accept the 
Vance-Owen peace plan), which are all deemed “entirely 
positive.” 


With regard to the Macedonian issue, the French presi- 
dent's entourage stressed that the position adopted by 
Paris was aimed at preventing the dispute between 
Athens and Skopje from “deteriorating into open con- 
flict among the countries in the area.’ Mr. Mitsotakis 
apparently demonstrated his desire to reach a “reason- 
abie compromise,”” which does not mean that a solution 
could be rapidly found to the quarrel. As for the possi- 
bility mentioned by Bill Clinton of sending troops to 
Macedonia to ensure the maintenance of peace, the 
French head of state's entourage said that such a deploy- 
ment, in the UN framework, “could not be negative.” 


Mr. Mitterrand seized the opportunity of his speech of 
thanks at Panteios University during the ceremony 
awarding him an honorary doctorate, to reveal—or con- 
firm—some of the reasons for the importance he 
attaches to Greece and especially to Athens. “an original 
place which I use as a reference point,” he said. “What- 
ever the variations in political life, there 1s something 
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binding in relations between Greece and France which 
does not change, and I welcome that!” the head of state 
exclaimed. 


Starting with a statement on ancient Athens, Mr. Mit- 
terrand launched into a lengthy passage praising democ- 
racy and politics itself, followed by a plea for an “open.” 
Europe, the “outpost of democracy,” which he con- 
trasted with a “jealous, timid, smug view of Europe.” He 
called on Europeans not to “turn a deaf ear to appeals 
from the four corners of the world,” and added that 
“there is a modern kind of slavery” embodied in his eyes 
by the Third World. 


In the only possible—and very vague—reference to 
cohabitation in France, Mr. Mitterrand, after admitting 
the limits of Athenian democracy from which slaves, 
foreigners, and women were excluded, said: “We are 
reintegrating slaves, foreigners—not always—-and 
women...” At all events, with regard to international 
relations, the management of the “shared sphere” by the 
president and Alain Juppe, the Rally for the Republic 
foreign minister, does not seem to be causing problems 
at present: members of the president's entourage even 
stress that Mr. Juppe spoke “excellently” when he sug- 
gested taking Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic at 
his word following the withdrawal of his support for the 
Bosnian Serbs, who are obstinately adhering to their 
rejection of the Vance-Owen plan. 


Leotard Favors ‘Rethinking NATO" 


PM1705135693 Paris LE MONDE in French 16-17 
May 93 p8 


[Unattnbuted report: “France Would Be Making a 
Serious Mistake If It Sacrificed Its Military Funding”) 


[Text] Given a “world order which 1s less tense” and the 
need for “a renovation of the Atlantic Alliance and our 
relations with the United States,” Minister of State for 
Defense Francois Leotard, speaking to the Higher 
National Defense Studies Institute [IHEDN] in Paris on 
the morning of Saturday 15 May, said that it was 
necessary “to rethink NATO henceforth” and “not to 
sacrifice” France's “military funding.” Calling on the 
IHEDN students to carrying out a “penetrating exami- 
nation” which would be based on and refer to “June 
1940"°—the date of General de Gaulle’s call for resis- 
tance, Mr. Leotard then exclaimed: “Let the tragic 
events now causing bloodshed in the Balkans finally 
serve as a lesson to us!” 


“Until the Europeans have achieved a minimum of 
political unity, which makes it possible to draw up an 
organized security system which can ensure even a 
relative balance, the presence of the Americans will be a 
vital necessity for the whole continent,” the minister 
said. “It is the Alliance’s vocation to protect its members 
from attack from whatever quarter. From the East of 
course. From the South...if extreme events force it to do 
so.... This now presupposes rethinking NATO. It is 
ridiculous to restrict it to the sole role of protection 
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against a threat which no longer seems likely or at least 
which is no longer the only threat...at a time when the 
countnes of Central Europe, the Danube, and the Bal- 
kans regard the Alliance as a model now, possibly a 
guardian, or an arbiter in the future.” 


“Our country would be making a serious mistake if it 
sacrificed its military funding,” Mr. Leotard said. “The 
risks of crises and conflicts are different. But they are 
still major: Relaxing our effort might cost us dear.” “The 
prime minister himself writes that ‘it is vital that defense 
should return to the forefront of national concerns.” I 
share that sentiment,” the minister concluded. 


Leotard Urges Joint Study of Ballistic Missile 
Defense 


AU1205 194893 Paris AFP in English 1726 GMT 12 
May 93 


[Text] Paris, May 12 (AFP)}—French Defense Minister 
Francois Leotard on Wednesday [12 May] called for 
joint European feasibility studies on developing a system 
to defend against ballistic missiles. 


He told a defense seminar that such a system could be 
used to counter what he called the proliferation of 
relatively inaccurate but potentially long-range missiles. 


Leotard was apparently referring to missiles like the 
Scud, which Iraq fired on Israel and Saudi Arabia during 
the Gulf War. 


The cost of developing an anti-ballistic missile system 1s 
too high for a single country and should by shared by 
Europe as a whole, he said in a speech. 


Willem Van Eekelen, the secretary general of the 
Western European Union, essentially the defense branch 
of the European Community, told the seminar, “the time 
has come to think jointly about developing a defense 
against ballistic missiles.” 


Redirection of ‘Star Wars’ Program Viewed 


PM 1805095293 Paris LE MONDE in French 15 May 
93 pl 


[Editonal: “Return to Earth] 


[Text] Everybody was aware that George Bush and Bill 
Clinton had very different views on the future of the 
Reagan “star wars” program in the United States. The 
former was an avowed supporter of it, although he had 
slowed down its development for budgetary reasons. The 
latter had expressed such reservations during his election 
campaign that it was suspected that the days of the 
American project for an antimissile shield in space in its 
original form were numbered. 


This has now happened: The Pentagon is adopting a 
“soft” version which consists of installing on the ground 
or, if necessary, embarking on ships, missiles which can 
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intercept other mussiles to protect North American ter- 
ritory or soldiers deployed abroad from a threat which 1s 
less sophisticated, less intense, and less traditional than 
the one which existed in the days of the “Cold War” 
between East and West. 


“We owe 20 percent of our losses in the Gulf War to a 
single missile,” General Malcolm O'Neill, head of the 
space “shield” project in its original form, said recently, 
referring to the firing—which failed to be intercepted— 
of an Iraqi Scud missile on the American base of 
Dhahran which killed 28 people on 25 February 1991. A 
report by John Hopkins University commissioned by the 
U.S. air force established that the anti-Saddam Husayn 
coalition’s air attacks succeeded in demoralizing the 
Iraqi army but that they had destroyed “few or even 
none” of the mobile Scud missile launchers. 


So, the new potential enemy has been designated—states 
throughout the world which are sufficiently mch and 
clever to secretly procure—playing on the rivalry and 
complicity of the big powers—weapons which are tech- 
nologically rudimentary but militarily effective, like tac- 
tical ballistic missiles or cruise missiles. The 1987 inter- 
national Missile Technology Control Regime which 
regulates the export of such weapons, did not prevent 
China—condemned by Washington at the beginning of 
May—from supplying M-11 missiles to Pakistan. 


With a view to this proliferation, the United States has 
chosen to come back to earth. On the basis of existing 
weapons linked to detection satellites, the Pentagon 
wishes to deploy a network of missiles, at two levels, 
which are capable of intercepting offensive missiles at 
high altitude or fired over a short range. This is the new 
National Missile Defense program in which Israel! has 
been involved. 


Meeting in Rome last April, French, German, and 
Italian officials urged the Western European Union to do 
the same for Community defense. In Paris this week the 
French defense minister revived that initiative, invoking 
a concept of deterrence which aims to be based on the 
development of a shield and the modernization of a 


nuclear panoply. 


Minister Wants Russian Help on Space Research 


AU1405095593 Paris AFP in English 0934 GMT 14 
May 93 


[Text] Paris, May 14 (AFP)}—France and Europe must 
draft a new policy for research in space, which could be 
helped by Russia, French Research Minister Francois 
Fillon said on Friday [14 May]. 


Fillon told journalists that France had to “redefine priorities 
for research and give itself big programmes once again” in 
the nuclear, space and biotechnology fields. 
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This was necessary if France were to “maintain its 
Standing as a great country and retain high-quality 
research”. 


He wanted to give the leading research institutes and 
universities total management autonomy on condition 
that they respected the main lines and priorities to be 
defined Curing a forthcoming debate. 


France had to provide itself with a policy for space which 
it no longer had. Since France led Europe in this field, 
“Europe does not have one either”. 


Fillon said: “Cooperation with Russia in this field, for 
Europe as for France, 1s a means but cannot be consid- 
ered as an objective”’. 


France had to “redefine a space policy for 15 or 20 years 
with our European neighbours”. At the moment “we are 
putting all our money into sending crews into flight but 
without knowing where we are going”. 


Fillon said that he also favoured close scientific cooper- 
ation with Russia in other fields and said that he would 
visit Russia this summer. 


Mini-Budget's Impact on Defense Assessed 


PM 1305092693 Paris LE FIGARO in French 12 May 
93 ps 


[Report by Patrice-H. Desaubliaux: “Defense: The 
Burden of Mini-budget™] 


[Text] Defense will pay the price. Because it “has the 
money” and because it “1s accustomed to paying.” It wall 
pay up, like other ministnes, but w)!! probably pay a 
little more (oward helping to balance the social security 
budget. Nine billion francs [Fr], or nearly 5 percent of 
the budget, will be withdrawn from the funds adopted by 
the deputies last December. And since this withdrawal 
will effect mainly, if not exclusively, spending on equip- 
ment, the latter will be reduced by near!y 10 percent. 


For the defense minister this cut 1s a deep one. The 
consolation however 1s that it cow!d have been deeper. 
Against the wishes of the finance minister, Francors 
Leotard has obtained from the prime minister decisions 
which might have been less favorable. One promise in 
particular 1s that the Fr9 billion might be no more than 
Fr5.5 billion by the end of the year. 


In a communique the ministry stated that in effect the 
“spring mini-budget preserves the equipment levels of 
the armed forces”: “The cancellation of credits which 
had been decided on have been made up in full by 
releasing credits brought forward. The ministry is thus 
bearing only the weight of the decisions made in Feb- 
ruary by the previous government.” 


What does that mean” Pierre Beregovoy decided in 
February to reduce the defense budget by Fr3 billion in 
order to subsidize the social security deficit. He also 
announced that Fr2.5 billion would be “frozen.” The 
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general staff immediately translated that into an overall 
reduction of Fr5.5 billion because in their expenence 
this “freeze” could only mean a cancellation of credits. 


In fact the mini-budget does cancel the Fr5.5 billion. It 
adds to it a further Fr3.5 billion. But the latter figure has 
not been cancelled definitively. Not by means of some 
sleight of hand but because of the famous promise: the 
traditional end-of-year carry over of unused equipment 
funds, some Fri5 billion, would as an exception be 
reduced in 1993 by 3.5 billion which would be paid back 
to the defense ministry. 


So this 1s how you begin with a decision to cancel Fr9 
billion of credits and end up with a planned reduction of 
just FrS.5 billion. Time alone wall tell if this promise is 
going to be kept. Whatever happens there will be a new 
mini-budget in the fall which will clarify these questions 
as well as the questions of the financing of foreign 
operations. 


A White Paper in the Fall 


Cambodia, Somalia, and the former Yugoslavia are costing 
the Defense Ministry dear: Fr5.3 billion in 1993 on condi- 
tion that our contribution is maintained at its current level. 
In theory the cost of these operations is for the most part 
borne by the United Nations but the latter reimburses 
people late and then not in full. To ensure that the bill for 
transport, food, and maintenance in operational condition 
is met and that wages are paid on time, Francois Leotard has 
obtained a Fr2.8 billion “foreign operations” appropnation 
in the mini-budget. Although inadequate it is nevertheless 
particularly welcome. 


This question of financing foreign operations, since they 
are tending to assume increasingly large proportions— 
some 10,000 men are involved in them today—can only 
be resolved at government level. That is what [former 
Defense Minister] Pierre Joxe thought. Edouard Balla- 
dur, at the request of Francois Leotard, has asked a 
budget-defense combined working group to work on this 
question. 


How is the Defense Ministry going to react to the bitter 
pill of this mini-budget? Who will bear the consequences 
of it? The burden, they said at the ministry yesterday, 
will be shared out fairly in proportion to the amount that 
the army, air force, and navy and the general delegation 
for armaments received for 1993. In practice, none of the 
major programs will be placed in jeopardy. 


So they will take the easiest option: staggered payments, 
postponements, and scaled-down aims. The easiest 
option but ultimately the most costly. 


Until the drafting of the White Paper in the fall as 
announced by the prime minister and the vote in spring 
1994 on a new programming law, the Defense Ministry is 
to some extent forced to keep to its old track. Much to 
the detriment of the military and the industrialists, who 
are undergoing difficult restructuring. 
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Much to the detriment also of politicians on the govern- 
ment side who a few weeks ago were campaigning for an 
end to the reduction of military credits and for a resump- 
tion of the defense effort. But the situation inherited by 
the government means that the armed forces are already 
sure to receive less in .993 than the 3.14 percent of the 
GDP envisaged in the budget 


Taiwan Reportedly Seeks Further Arms Deals 


PM 1305152793 Paris LE MONDE in French 13 May 
93 p6 


{Unattnbuted report: “Taiwan Believed To Have Given 
France Fr100 Billion Arms Shopping List”’} 


[Text] According to the weekly TTU, which publishes 
Strategic information often taken from very good 
sources, Taiwan has presented France with a list of 
armaments worth about 100 billion francs [Fr] that 1 
wants to buy. This figure does not include either last 
year’s deal for the purchase of 60 Mirage 2000-5S’s 
complete with armaments estimated at Fr30 billion, or 
the possible second batch of Mirages that may be 
ordered. In addition to the Mirage 2000-5’s, in 1991 
Taiwan bought from France six La Fayette class frigates, 
which will be delivered unarmed and are thought to cost 
Fri4 billion. 


TTU (the French military abbreviation for Very Very 
Urgent) explains that the Taiwanese Army ts interested 
in buying from the Special Materials Company (SMS), 
controlled by GIAT Industries, about 1.000 Front 
Armored Vehicles (VAB), improved version, compared 
with that in service in the French Army, 105 mm guns, 
and the RITA automatic signals system. The navy, for its 
part, hopes to order six Agosta-class diesel electric 
hunter-killer submarines. 


Under the prime minister's authority, the Defense and 
Foreign ministries are going to consult to consider what 
strategy the new government should follow in trade with 
Taipei from the standpoint of a renewed dialogue with 
Beijing (see LE MONDE for 9-10 May). According to 
information obtained at the Defense Ministry, the fun- 
damental principle is that France should honor the 
contracts already signed with Taiwan and take time fora 
fresh look at the prospects offered by other orders. A 
high-level official has been appointed to sound out the 
position of Beijing, which protested at the time of the 
initial contracts and over which the French Government 
of the day appeared deeply divided itself. 


Defense Minister Leotard Interviewed 


PM 1305141893 Paris LE MONDE in French 13 May 
93 pp 1, 12 


[Interview with Defense Minister Francois Leotard by 
Jacques Isnard on 12 May: place not given] 


[Text] [Isnard] According to your ministry's reckoning, if 
present trends continue, there will be a deficit of some 
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6.3 billion francs in 1993, due mainly to the cost of 
actions abroad often not paid for by NATO or repaid 
late. Faced with this financial! crisis, do members of the 
Armed Forces have cause for concern about their pay or, 
as in the past, will you be tapping the equipment budget, 
at the risk of halting, suspending, or reducing your arms 
orders? 


[Leotard] The prime minister has been very mindful of 
thus unfortunately all too frequent aspect of the minis- 
try’s work. Through the technical expedient of making 
available sums carried forward, he has granted me full 
compensation for the latest cancellations decided on 
within the context of the overall budget. This means that 
the cancellations under section V of the budget—those 
affecting equipment—will not be linked to external oper- 
ations. It will be only those stemming from the measures 
adopted by the previous government last February. 


Together with the budget minister, we will now establish 
a procedure designed to forecast, organize, and then 
compensate more clearly and more efficiently the cost of 
external interventions, which do indeed place a heavy 
burden on the Defense Ministry's resources. 


But the military, like other state employees, have no 
reason to worry about their pay. They know that I have 
long been seeking an improvement of their living and 
working conditions. They need to be heeded, respected, 
understood, and commanded. That is my job. 


{Isnard] In general terms, since France's budget is 
stretched, is there a trend, as you suggested in parlia- 
ment, toward “a controlled deceleration of credits”? 
This means a slowing of military expenditure, as under 
the previous government, whereas during your period in 
Opposition you condemned what some members of the 
RPR [Rally for the Republic] and UDF [Union for 
French Democracy] called “a desire to lower our guard.” 


[Leotard] All major powers, all the European countries, 
without exception, are now reducing their military 
effort. This is certainly not sufficient reason for France 
to determine its own stance on the basis of that of others. 
It has constraints, commitments, and responsibilities of 
its own that it does not intend to sacrifice. But this is a 
sign of a world that is reorganizing itself. The situation in 
Europe is very different from one country to another, if 
you compare military spending to each country’s GDP. 
This ratio varies by as much as three times among the 
various countries around us. 


But we are the only country to maintain, against all odds, 
a truly autonomous nuclear effort entirely consistent 
with our conception of our independence. We are also 
the only country that maintains an industry, technolo- 
gies, and laboratories that keep pace, often to their 
advantage, with what is being done elsewhere. So we 
have a major responsibility to European building in the 
security field. 


My concern is to make the European public and parlia- 
ments realize that, although they are more threatened by 
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future crises, the 12 countnes of the Community devote 
to their defense half of what the United States does, even 
though their population is much !arger. Of course, the 
economic situation is very difficult. But this is yet 
another reason now for facing the emergent challenges 
together. 


{Isnard] One of your priorities is the fact, as Edouard 
Balladur said, that France must modernize its nuclear 
arsenal. Together with a new generation of submannes, 
will you propose building a new missile for the Albion 
plateau, like the mobile missile that Jacques Chirac 
advocated, or airborne missiles for the Rafale, if neces- 
sary in cooperation with Britain? Above all, ‘will France 
resume its nuclear tests after July even if the major 
powers continue to observe a moratorium” 


[Leotard] Deterrence remains the foundation of our 
defense, and there can be no question of challenging this 
fact in any way. With this in mind, the constant mod- 
ernization of our deterrent forces cannot suffer the 
slightest neglect. 


It is from this viewpoint that I regard the issue of testing 
It has not yet been the subject of any decision on the part 
of the state authorities in charge of defense. I would 
remind you that on 8 April 1992 the prime minister 
announced to the National Assembly the decision “to 
suspend France's nuclear tests in the Pacific this year.” 


With regard to the second component, its requirem, _ats 
will have to be defined in a white paper (onder the 
chairmanship of Marceau Long, we are starting to 
ponder the major developments at the end of this cen- 
tury and how to adapt to, or withstand, them 


You mentioned cooperation with Britain. For my part, I 
have always wished for it. I have long considered Franco- 
British cooperation on the “long-range ground-to-air 
missile’ a very interesting possibility. Contacts are 
taking place on this subyect, and we are hoping for a 
positive response from our British frends. We broached 
this issue during my recent meeting in London with my 
counterpart, Mr. Rifkind. 


{Isnard] You previously mentioned, without further 
explanation, the need for a larger number of professional 
units—an expensive option—even though there are con- 
Straints on defense spending and the Armed Forces’ 
tasks have not been reduced accordingly. How will you 
tackle this? 


[Leotard] This question of draftees versus professionals 
must not be made the subject of a dogmatic dispute. We 
need both. But certain lessons must be learned from the 
Gulf War and from the need for a significant “projec- 
tion” of our forces abroad when conditions demand 1 
This “projection” demands a sufficient number of units 
properly prepared for it, generally professionals 


But it also requires, as in the case of the former Yugo- 
slavia, the presence of young draftee volunicers on long 
service. It is not sufficiently well known that some 40 
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percent of men currently serving there opted for these 
missions, whose humanitarian nature has prompted a 
remarkable dedication on the part of young Frenchmen. 


True, of the major armies of the West, ours has the 
lowest level of career service [encadrement] and profes- 
sionals. I hope this will improve. I will strive to convey 
this message to parliament so that our national represen- 
tation can properly respond to this situation. Conscrip- 
tion will not be abandoned and our Armed Forces will 
not be composed entirely of professionals. This is the 
stance that I will maintain, as long as parliament does 
not decide otherwise. For my part, I will not be adopting 
any other stand. 


{Isnard] You have already expressed in the past the 
desire that natinnal service might be more flexible, that 
is, that new forms of service could be developed. Do you 
intend to diversify civilian service, and if so, in what 
ways? Are vou not afraid that these kinds of service 
could, a: a time of high unemployment, seem tanta- 
mount to “little jobs” that will not be allocated to those 
seeking work? 


[Leotard] With regard to national service, the first factor 
to be kept in mind ts obviously military requirements. 
For a long time it was the only factor. But it has been 
apparent for some years that new national requirements 
could be met by young draftees in the form of a civilian 
service made available to vanous bodies. I am talking 
about civil security, the police, aid, the cities, and so 
forth. This affects 19,900 youngsters, that is, 7.2 percent 
of the 275,800 drafted in 1992. This has undoubtedly 
made it possible to bring the Armed Forces closer to the 
country. 


Is it possible to go much further? If we were to do so, it 
would have to be made subject to strict conditions. The 
first condition must be a parliamentary vote. Indeed, it is 
the nation as a whole that must decide what it wants in 
this regard. The second condition is young people's 
equality when it comes to national service. It would be 
unfair if the ways of performing national service were 
unbalanced. The third condition is that the Armed 
Forces themselves state their requirements. Indeed, 
apart from the well-known historical and social reasons, 
conscription meets a real need if we want to maintain 
our troops’ operational capability. I am thinking about 
logistics, the medical service, and several combat regi- 
ments composed essentially or principally of draftees. 


But apart from all these considerations, let us not forget 
national service's great power of social integration. In a 
country troubled by the question of its identity and 
sometimes of its memory, it is sometimes the responsi- 
bility of the Armed Forces to express both. They provide 
the link of a republican solidarity, an apprenticeship for 
the nation in its strongest and most demanding elements. 


{Isnard] The foreign minister and you are among those 
who advocate that France be more active in certain 
allied bodies. Should we abandon the policy of the 
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“empty seat” in NATO bodies such as the Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, the Planning Committee, or the Nuclear 
Planning Committee? 


[Leotard] I told the Assembly and Senate Committees that 
there was no question of going back on the decision made 
by General de Gaulle in 1966. None of our allies is asking 
us to do so. But we must draw certain conclusions from 
the vast geostrategic upheaval going on around us. The 
threats are not disappearing: They are changing, in terms 
of their character, their ongin, and sometimes their loca- 
tion. New tasks are emerging for the alliance. France must 
understand this change and not leave it to others to 
perform these tasks. | would point out that the American 
presence in Europe has fallen very quickly from 400,000 
to 100,000 men. This itself alters the balances within the 
alliance. Common sense, wisdom, and prudence demand 
that we adapt to this new situation. 


France began to do so in January when it agreed that the 
Franco- German corps could be made available to the 
alliance in the event of a serious crisis in Europe. Should 
we go further? I think it 1s desirable in the case of certain 
consultation forums in which we must be able to express 
ourselves, as Spain does, in a similar situation. | will 
submit proposals to this effect, but I think it would be 
useful right now for more French officers to be able to 
Participate in certain bodies. Otherwise, developments 
will take place without us... 


{Isnard] France provides NATO with the largest contin- 
gent of “blue helmets.” But is it not also dangerous to 
entrust executants—we could even call them back-up 
troops—to UN chiefs of staff regarded as lacking expe- 
rence in the field? 


[Leotard] I was the first to state publicly that there were 
difficulties in the conduct of the peacekeeping opera- 
tions within the UN context. At my request, the Defense 
Ministry 1s currently examining the connections between 
national forces such as ours and an organization such as 
the United Nations that finds it difficult to manage 
problems relating to the field, command, definition of 
tasks, and resources. 


Nevertheless I want to stress that there are some excep- 
tionally high-quality French officers serving in these 
staffs. They generate feelings of confidence and often 
admiration that do honor to our country. In the UN 
hierarchy in the former Yugoslavia, Cambodia, and 
Somalia, French commanding officers carry our colors 
very worthily, unselfishly, and gallantly. The French 
people should know this. 


But it is true that the Khmers Rouges’ nonobservance of 
thei commitments or the Serbs’ contempt for the UN 
reso.itions show the need for a change in the interna- 
tional organization’s objectives and resources. We 
cannot decide on such a change on our own, outside the 
legal framework established by the Security Council. 
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On the other hand, | believe that it is necessary now for 
France to become more involved in New York in crisis 
management at the military level. Several French 
officers are now allocated to the peacekeeping operations 
division, whereas there were none two years ago. The 
posts filled are in both the planning and the operational 
teams. 


{Isnard] Will you work to facilitate French weapons 
exports, as foreign countries’ state officials do not hesi- 
tate to do, and how do you reply to the French manu- 
facturers who fear that the pro-Israeli sympathies that 
they attribute to you will hamper their activities vis-a-vis 
the Arab countnes? 


{leotard} France's weapons sales lie within a clear polit- 
ical framework that defines their legitimacy. Client 
nations’ attitudes toward us and toward their neighbors 
are monitored carefully by the government. Our exports 
are based essentially on a rationale of peace. 


Our defense industry has displayed, and still displays, its 
ability to win markets abroad. Our exports are tradition- 
ally associated with the desire to maintain a defense 
capability equal to our pol:tical ambitions. They const- 
tute a means of economic and technological influence. 
Furthermore, they still make a crucial contnbution to 
our industnal adaptation strategy. Lasi—and this is 
crucial—all weapons exports are governed by extremely 
strict and effective controls. 


I also stress that the Defense Ministry is very active in 
support of manufacturers in several specific fields. The 
training of foreign personnel and the technical certifica- 
tion of materiel sold are two examples of such activity. 
Here too everyone is agreed in recognizing that manu- 
facturers receive the necessary support. 


Nevertheless it is clear that it could be useful to comple- 
ment manufacturers’ efforts with direct contacts with 
political leaders. In this regard I am determined to 
ensure that France's case 1s supported as effectively as 
possible, and | will work personally to this end. This is 
part of my job. It was specifically for this purpose that | 
am keen to quickly establish lasting and close relations 
with my counterparts in the Arab world who, I know, 
attach particular importance to strong personal contacts. 
The Arab countries are traditional and important clients 
of our industry. | want us to have two major objectives. 
The first must be to reinforce our local positions in a 
situation marked by increased competition. The second 
must be, at the same time, to pursue our diversification 
toward Asia and Europe—two areas where we are inad- 
equately represented. 


My prime concern as defense minister 1s to ensure peace, 
especially in the areas of the world where it has been 
lacking for a long time. I do not think that we will 
achieve our aims if we remain slaves to Manichaean 
outlooks, wi zreby to be someone's fnend means to be 
someone else's enemy, at a time when the peace process 
in the Middle East is evolving positively. | would also 
point out that the United States is far and away the 
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foremost supplier in the region, without thus having 
undermined their attitude toward Israel. 


Prime Minister Balladur’s First Month Assessed 
93ES0651B Paris LE FIGARO in French 27 Apr 93 p 7 


{Article by Alain-Gerard Slama: “Edouard Palladur- 
Confidence and Opening” 


[Text] The prime minister is not counting on an “indul- 
gence” but rather on confidence. His strategy is one of 
opening, not compromise. 


Almost a month after installation of the new govern- 
ment, the main outlines of its policies have emerged with 
a degree of clarity that should become even more prom- 
inent in the future: The prime minister has opted for 
uncompromising alternation, a far cry from the “cen- 
trism™ of which he was accused a bit too quickly in the 
first few days. 


With all the discussion about where Edouard Balladur 
stands ideologically, it's obvious people are forgetting 
the historical track record of the mght, ever since the rise 
of Orleanism [support of the Orleans branch of the 
French monarchy] in the 1820s. The nght—legitimist 
{favoring the elder branch of the Bourbon dynasty]. 
parliamentary, or Bonapartist—has consistently fought 
delaying actions against the iefi. But no matter how 
reactionary and elitist it stvied itself, ut always under- 
stood that evolution towards equality and democracy 
was ineluctable. 


If one also takes into account the strong Catholic influ- 
ence within the ranks of the nght, one will understand 
that contrary to current misconceptions, it has always 
been “pro-social,” both by conviction and to avoid sharp 
breaks with the past. Essentially, what it has done—and 
what in the 20th century it has received broad political 
support for doing—is to appeal on the basis of its 
superior management skills and talent for circumventing 
conflicts. 


Confidence and opening—once 1s almost tempted to say 
“recuperation” —are the two terms that best describe the 
foundations on which most policies of the nght have 
been erected (the rare exceptions being the authoritarian 
Empire, the Moral Order, and Vichy) 1n the last century 
and a half. 


An excellent example, and one that throws light on the 
current situation, 1s the policy of the National Bloc after 
the “blue horizon” elections of 1919: Most presidents of 
the upper house—Millerand, Georges Leygues, Brand, 
Poincare—were refugees from the left 


Despite the nghtists’ lop-sided majority, they brought 
centrists, radicals, and even independent socialists into 
the government. 


To be sure, their policy was still rightist. re- 
establishment of relations with the Vatican, brutal 
repression of the strikes of 1920, occupation of the Ruhr 
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in early 1923. The leftust leaders they co-opted swallowed 
these bitter pills to prolong the life of the unity govern- 
ment, because of the need to rebuild the country after the 
ravages of war. ™ | the argument of national urgency 
carned similar weight in 1926, on Poincare’s return 
following the collapse of the “left Coalition,” and when 
Doumergue fell after the crisis of 6 February 1934. The 
same dynamic helped de Gaulle in 1958. 


If times of cnsis have favored unity governments led by 
the nght with participation from the left, the sociological 
transformations of the years of expansion have also 
brought the centrists closer to the nght. Beginning under 
Pompidou, with the winning over of Rene Pleven, 
Joseph Fontanet, and Jacques Duhamel, the reconcilia- 
tion between populist, Bonapartist Gaullism and the 
France of the enlightened Orleanist notables corresponds 
to a deeper change. 


There have been nfts based on personal differences— 
between Pompidou and Jacques Chaban-Delmas (father 
of the “new society” but also of the “anti-rnioting™ law), 
and later between Jacques Chirac and Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing—but these should not obscure the fact, as 
expressed by Edouard Balladur on 7 March on “France- 
Culture”: “I consider that on most of the great issues of 
the day there is no fundamental difference between nght 
and center.” 


Turncoat Leftists 


Recent weeks have shown that even on the European 
problem, disagreements between mght and center are 
more about means than ends. 


Thus, 

far from departing from the general trend that 
characterizes the mght historically, the prime minister 
has had the intelligence to follow the path of orthodoxy. 
In this way he has re-established confidence without 
having to count on “indulgence,” and practiced the 
politics of opening but without compromising his prin- 
ciples. 


Of course, the history of the Fifth Republic and its very 
healthy bipolarization scarcely offer grounds for hore he 
could invoke the recession as an argument for attracting 
turncoat leftists into the government. But the argument 
carries weight with voters; it might also seduce a few 
ecologists into the mghtist camp, eventually. 


In addition, it seems clear that the adroit head of 
government, whose grasp of history has impressed intel- 
lectuals he has encountered, has cemented the RPR- 
UDF [Rally for the Republic party-French Democratic 
Union] alliance for a long time to come, without having 
to offer the latter anything but a few politically nsky 
portfolios (Social Affairs, Education, Europe, etc.). 


Unnatural Miracle 


The results are starting to appear, for it seems that Mr. 
Balladur 1s now in a position to “sell” to the country— 
with concurrence from the most progressive centrists— 
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some once neuralgic measures that have long been part 
of the mght’s ideological arsenal but against which the 
left 1s unlikely now to make vehement protest: universal 
identity checks, reform of the nationality code, counter- 
reform of the penal code, promotion of free schools (by 
abolition of the Falloux iav’), restrictions on the civil 
service, and protection of small businesses from giant 
retailers, to say nothing of austenty. 


Didn't the left support some of these measures when 1 was 
playing for votes? Well, now it's aught in its own trap. 


By a kind of unnatural miracle, totally due to the 
machiavellianism of Francois Mitterrand, the left was 
able to govern for 10 years by “capturing” for its own 
advantage the ideas of the mght. 


But it was not comfortable doing so, a fact which 
emerged when the cumulative weight of its many scan- 
dals obliged it to forswear machiavellianism and preach 
viriue. 


Mr. Bajladur has not thrown out the nght’s traditional 
“furniture.” But Mr. Rocard, by excommunicating the 
center, is busy dismantling what remains of the left's 
traditional base of support 


Further Dissension Within PS Detailed 
93ESO6S0B Paris LE MONDE in French 28-26 Apr 93 
p ° 


[Article by P.J. “Laurent Fabius and Frnends Refuse To 
Participate in PS Steering Commitiee™’] 


[Text] Laurent Fabius and his supporters, meeting 
Friday 23 April at the National Assembly, decided not to 
participate in the meeting of the PS [French Socialist 
Party] steering committee called for Saturday by the 
provisional PS directorate headed by Michel Rocard. 
“To avoid a renewal of the damaging confrontations in 
the PS that took place at the last meeting of the steering 
committee on 3 April, we offered proposals on which all 
Socialists could have agreed. Unfortunately, the prov:- 
sional directorate did not accept our proposal. Under 
these conditions, in order not to aggravate divisions 
further, 1 seems better for us not to participate in this 
steering committee mecting,” explained Marcel 
Debarge. former ministerial delegate for cooperation. 


In April, Fabius supporters put their ideas for organizing 
a “states general” of the PS into a proposal signed by 
Paul Quiles, deputy from Tarn. In a letter addressed to 
Michel Rocard, the former interior minister indicated 
preparations for the states general should be made by a 
committee representative of the party as a whole, chaired 
by someone not on the present or immediate past 
directorate. It asked that sympathizers chosen to partic- 
ipate in the states general not be allowed to vote on 
questions affecting the future of the PS, and proposed 
that a constituent congress of the party draw conclusions 
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from the states g2neral in terms of [future party] organi- 
zation, orientation, and distribution of responsibilities. 


Michel Rocard answered Paul Quiles in a letter in which 
he opined that the question of sympathizers had arisen 
out of a “misunderstanding,” since positions on that 
issue are not really divergent. On the two other points, 
the head of the provisional directorate said the steering 
committee is sovereign and must not be considered “a 
mere formality for ratification of agreements prepared 
ahead of time.” Following this exchange, Paul Quiles 
declared that “Michel Rocard has chosen the path of 
confrontation, even though our proposals were reason- 
able.” “There will be a lot of people absent from the 
steering Committee meeting,” Laurent Fabius himself 
predicted at midday on FRANCE-INTER, discussing 
the possibility Michel Rocard would reject the proposals 
made to him. 


The Fabius supporters believed it necessary to come to 
the steering committee armed with a proposal agreeable 
to all the main factions, whereas the Rocardians adopted 
the strategy of taking down the positions of the various 
sides and then trying to reconcile the differences in a 
resolutions committee. To Laurent Fabius and his 
friends—who learned the contents of a detailed 7-page 
note on preparations for the states general written by 
Manual Valls, a pro-Rocard member of the provisional 
directorate—this procedure meant that in reality the 
steering Committee majority nad decided to impose its 
views and reaffirm the decision of 3 April. 


Rather than be defeated again and put in the position of 
choosing between submission and schism, the Fabius 
supporters prefer to remain apart and engage the states 
general “at the base,” through the federations and sec- 
tions where they are in the majority. Their militant 
legitimacy thus fortified, they can come to the states 
general in a stronger position. 


While Pierre Mavroy confirmed his intention to partic- 
ipate in the steering committee meeting, which among 
other things was to decide on the proposal of the mayor 
of Lille to establish an executive bureau (the Rocardians 
refuse to re-institute a national secretariat and first 
secretary), other Socialist leaders aligned themselves 
with the Fabiusians. 


Jean Poperen—who on 22 April send a stinging letter to 
members of the steering committee denouncing the 
“18th Brumaire of UNEF [National Union of French 
Students] which he claims the Rocardians and their 
allies executed on 3 April—did not plan to come to the 
steering committee. Louis Mermaz has ruled out 
attending. However, the position taken by the former 
minister for parliamentary relations did not prevail in 
his federation in Isere, at a 21 April general assembly of 
militants held behind closed doors. In the presence of 
more than 400 people, according to our correspondent in 
Grenoble, Claude Francillon, the federation directorate 
ended up accepting the convocation of the states general 
and not repudiating the provisional PS directorate. 
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Economist on Bank of France Independence 


93ES0614A Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 19 Apr 93 pp 16-17 


{Interview with Philippe Weber, an economist with the 
Compagnie Parisienne de Reescompte [Rediscount Pan- 
sian Company], by Jean Francois Couvrat: “Indepen- 
dent Centra! Bank: The State Forgoes Nothing™] 


[Text] The Bank of France's independence emerges upon 
a rift with the political leadership on a day to aduy basis. 


The continuity of the ties with the state remains since the 
latter is the one issuing the regulation and the legislation. 
Monetary parity remains the province of the government. 


The officials’ mandate must be relatively long and non- 
revocable. 


In addition, it would be useful to provide a provision for 
settling possible conflicts between the bank and the gov- 
ernment. 


Under the influence of the fixed rate parity between the 
franc and the Deutsche mark, :he real debate is more 
likely to focus on the independence of the monetary policy. 


[Couvrat] A draft reform of the Bank of France's statutes 
is under study. It was first said that it would be indepen- 
dent, then, autonomous. What do you think? 


[Weber] It is the same thing. It involves a rather clumsy 
semantic debate, which runs the msk of worrying the 
financial markets. If, in accordance with the Maastricht 
Treaty and in order to reassure the markets, the Bank of 
France's independence is the goal of the game, let us say 
it. The important factors are that the ruling organization 
be collegial, that there is a distribution of appointments, 
and that the executives’ mandate be long enough and 
non-revocable. 


In any case, it does not involve a “privatization” —the 
bench is independent but not private. It 1s merely a 
question of cutting the ties with the political leadership, 
not the state, on a day to day basis. It will change nothing 
of the way things are being currently done. 


[Couvrat] What tasks are peculiar to the central banks? 


[Weber] The central banks’ original task was to extend 
credit to the states. It has progressively disappeared. 
Today, the central bank issues the money, although a few 
private banks, such as the International Bank of Luxem- 
bourg, are authorized to issue bills in their own name for 
advertising purposes. The central bank is, above all, 
entrusted with lending money to the banks for their 
activities. When the central bank is independent, it is 
equivalent to managing the currency, implementing the 
monetary policy and, sometimes, defining it. Finally, it 
oversees the foreign exchange rate. But I know of no 
instance in which a central bank makes decisions on the 
foreign exchange policy which is, everywhere, the gov- 
ernment’s prerogative. 
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{Couvrat}] Does the state forgoes anything by making the 
central bank independent? 


[Weber] The government gives up something, but the 
state forgocs nothing. It is being said: “The technocrats 
are the ones who are going to make decisions about the 
monetary policy (...).. Today, German technocrats are 
doing so. Tomorrow, they will still be doing so, but the 
French technocrats entrusted with recording their action 
will be independent. 


A good comparison can be made with the judiciary. 
Everyone agrees that the bench must be independent. 
The judge are technocrats who, totally independent of 
the government, make decisions on behalf of the French 
people. They nonetheless serve the authorities; are 
appointed by the state; and obey democratically passed 
laws, which they are entrusted with implementing and 
interpreting through the use of the state’s statute law. 


It would be no more shocking for an independent central 
bank to carry oul a State task, an objective passed by 
Parliament. But the bank’s political leadership, in the 
partisan meaning of the word, would give up looking at 
day to day banking operations, as long as the bank 
respected the law and adhered to its mandated purpose. 
It would be shocking if the central bank officials were 
appointed in an antidemocratic manner. As it stands, 
they will probably be appointed by the government or by 
elected institutions. Appointments to the Federal 
Reserve and to the Bundesbank are very democratic. 


{Couvrat] Currently, which are the independent central 
banks? 


[Weber] The two major traditionally independent cen- 
tral banks are the Federal Reserve Board in the United 
States and, evidently, the Bundesbank in Germany. The 
Bank of Canada and the Bank of New Zealand recently 
acquired this status. The National Bank of Switzerland 
can also be mentioned. The Bank of the Netherlands 
could be mentioned, had not this country clearly relin- 
quished its monetary policy in favor of the Bundesbank. 


The following banks are not independent: The Bank of 
Japan, the Bank of France, and the Bank of England— 
the most extreme case of dependence. There are inter- 
mediary cases, such as the Bank of Italy, in which the 
legal statute is fairly subtle and personal relationships 
sufficiently complicated to give it a rather large de facto 
independence. 


[Couvrat} How does a central bank become independent? 


[Weber] Merely writing the fact into the law is not 
enough. In order for its leaders not to be subjected to 
governmental pressures, their mandate must be rela- 
tively long and non-revocable. In the United States, the 
Federal Reserve governors are appointed for 14 years 
and they cannot be dismissed. The chairman and the 
deputy chairman are appointed by the president of the 
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republic for a renewable and non-revocable 4-year term. 
This ensures much independence of mind. 


In Germany, the length of the mandate is 8 years; it is 
renewable and, in practice, always renewed until retire- 
ment age is reached. The eight members of the Directory 
are appointed by the president of the republic, upon a 
proposal of the federal government and following the 
approval of the Council’s members. The Council is made 
up of the Directory members and of the nine presidents 
of the regional central banks, themselves appointed by 
the Lander’s competent autnorities. The president and 
the vice-president are chosen by the chancellor from 
within the Directory. None can be dismissed. In addi- 
tion, their salary shields them from temptation. There is 
a distribution of appointments; political opinions are 
varied; and the government has no right to give orders to 
the appointees. After all, it is impossible to circumvent 
16 or 17 people. 


{[Couvrat] How is the independence of a central bank 
ensured? 


[Weber] Independence can be relative, if the official 
appointed as head of a reputedly independent central 
bank is someone who is very close to the political 
leadership that is most involved with monetary policy, 
and who has very far-reaching powers. This person m:\y 
not be inclined to complicate the task of the minister uf 
finance. 


Japan's case shows that a central bank can be dependent 
and not necessarily ineffective. Although the last word 
about the central bank belongs to the minister of finance, 
it has been acting independently since Yasushi Mieno, a 
governor with a unanimously recognized ability, and 
very set ideas, has been appointed to head it. 


In contrast, under George Bush’s presidency, the legall; 
independent Fed was much less independent than the 
Bank of Japan. All of its executives were republicans. 
The fact is that they lowered the interest rates before the 
presidential election, a move expected by a great many 
people. A posteriori, the economic situation justified 
their action. At the time, they may have had the means to 
evaluate it better than anyone else. 


[Couvrat] The main debate pertains to the objective 
assigned to the central bank: Economic growth, price 
stability, etc. Do they all have one? 


[Weber] No. The Bank of England and the Bank of 
Sweden have no objective. Neither does the Bank of 
France which “as part of the nation’s economic and 
financial policy receives from the state the general mis- 
sion to watch over money and credit (...).” 


For the traditional school, price stability must be the 
central bank’s goal. Such is the case of the Bundesbank, 
though it must be specified that it “must uphold the 
general economic policy of the government, subject to 
the carrying out of its mission.”’ This “subject to,” 
mentioned again in the Maastricht Treaty, means that 
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price stability comes first in the decisions of the Bundes- 
bank. For example, it has not supported the economic 
and budgetary policy of the government since the reuni- 
fication. It deemed that, in order to counterbalance the 
inflationist effect of the budgetary policy, interest rates 
had to be raised. In the United States, the Fed has, in the 
short term, two seemingly conflicting goals: Growth and 
price stability. This can lead the central bank to being 
unable to make good decisions. To assign a single goal 
facilitates the implementation of the law. 


{[Couvrat] What happens if there is a serious conflict 
between the government and the independent central 
bank? 


[Weber] The problem can become very acute if the 
central bank deems that it must raise interest rates to 20 
percent to accomplish its mission and the government 
wants them to drop to 3 percent in order to safeguard the 
nation’s primary interests. This 1s what happened in the 
1929 conflict when the Fed refused to lower the rates. In 
Germany, the decision rests with the Bundesbank. In the 
United States, there is no provision for this situation. In 
France, it would be immensely useful to provide for a 
conflict resolution provision. 


If no measures are taken, there is reason to believe that 
the Bank of France will have the last word. A political 
crisis will then ensue. The matter will be referred to 
Parliament which will have no other means to settle in 
favor of the government than to modify the Bank of 
France’s statutes. Should a serious conflict arise and the 
government deem that the nation’s primary interests are 
at stake, it would be better to plan for Parliament to 
mediate without being forced to change the Bank of 
France's statutes. 


[Couvrat] Does such an arbitration procedure exist in 
another country? 


[Weber] The Netherlands is the only example. In case of 
conflict between the minister of finance and the central 
bank, the latter leaves the matter to the Council of 
Ministers, which ends up making the decision by pub- 
lishing the arguments of all parties in the JOURNAL 
OFFICIEL. This provision has never been used. But it is 
easy to see that the conflict would be brought before 
Parliament and that, in a country where a coalition 
government is always involved, it would be censured. 


[Couvrat] Why is such a conflict inconceivable for Ger- 
many? Is it a question of statutes or of national culture? 


[Weber] In Germany, the more the Bundesbank 
increases its rates, the more popular it is. In September, 
when it exchanged lower rates for the devaluation of the 
lira, the German press and the bankers objected vio- 
lently. In the past, there have been differences of opinion 
between the ministry of finance and the Bundesbank 
concerning the foreign exchange rates: There were dem- 
onstrati ns in front of the ministry in support of the 
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Bundesbank. It is the only institution which the Ger- 
mans trust to guarantee the mark’s stability and buying 
power. 08@5 


[Couvrat] What is the independence of a central! bank in 
a fixed foreign exchange system? 


[Weber] In a fixed foreign exchange rate system, one 
cannot really choose its interest rates. They must be set 
so that the market estimates the parity suitable for these 
interest rates. In Europe, the government of two coun- 
tries have more or less abdicated their monetary policy 
in favor of Germany: The Netherlands and Belgium— 
and, consequently, Luxembourg. Week after week, they 
adjust their interest rates on the basis of the market rates 
in Germany, in order for the foreign exchange rate to 
remain fixed. That is the only thing which remains of 
their monetary policy. It is acknowledged and claimed. 
Not without success: The Netherlands, which benefits 
from a premium of guarantee, is the only European 
country to have interest rates slightly smaller than the 
German ones. In a fixed foreign exchange system, only 
powerful countries can afford an autonomous monetary 
policy. Germany is the one formulating the monetary 
policy of the Benelux zone. 


France really has no autonomous policy. It is better to 
wonder if it is timely to entrust one’s monetary policy to 
foreign hands, rather than wonder if it 1s advisable to 
transfer it to an independent, but democratic. national 
institution. 


[Couvrat} The central banks also manage the foreign 
exchange reserves... 


[Weber] The foreign exchange reserves everywhere 
belong to the staies and not to the central banks. To such 
an extent that, in the United States, it is the Treasury 
which gives the orders to intervene on the foreign 
exchange market. The Fed executes them just like a 
regular broker. In Germany, it 1s the Bundesbank which 
decides about interventions, but it is the government 
which decides about foreign exchange agreements—such 
as the SME [European Monetary System}, imposed on 
the Bundesbank against its wishes. It 1s also the govern- 
ment which says: “I want the franc to remain in the 
SME.” 


It is up to the Bundesbank to intervene on the monetary 
market to support it, if necessary. 


{Couvrat] The Bank of France also oversees the banking 
system. Is this compatible with independence” 


[Weber] It doe not matter at all, except for the status of 
the Bank of France's 17,000 employees. of whom very 
few are engaged in work related to central banking. The 
main thing is to have an institution originating with the 
state, and under its authority, implementing the banking 
laws passed by Parliament. In Germany, oversight 1s not 
exercised by the Bundesbank, but by a specialized insti- 
tute, to which it sends the banks’ position. In the United 
States, the Fed divides the oversight and contro! duties. 
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[Couvrat] All things considered, is the Bank of France's 
independence a real debate? 


[Weber] The existing independent central banks seems 
to have achieved 7 @5 better results in terms of inflation, 
without modifying unemployment. Why, then, not do it? 
In any case, France having chosen fixed foreign 
exchanges, the Bank of France’s autonomy 1s limited. 
Independence is not totally indifferent. But the scope of 
the passions arouse by this affair seems to me out of 
proportion. It is not quite a technical measure, but 1 is 
close. 


Independence is not necessary to obtain good results 
with regard to inflation—Japan’s example proves this, 
and no one dreams of asking independence for the Bank 
of Japan. Neither is independence a guarantee of success: 
The Bundesbank itself missed the first oil shock by 
lowering interest rates too soon. Italy, if not France, are 
proof that it 1s possible to grow faster despite inflation. 
Also, 1f Germany has had less inflation than Great 
Britain, it is less due to the respective statutes of the two 
banks than to the economic and psychological context. 
Furthermore, independence is not a German tradition. If 
the Bundesbank has been independent since 1957, it 1s 
because the allied authorities stationed in Germany 
thought it well-advised to scatter that country’s powers 
as much as possible. 


[Box p 16} 


A “Bubawatcher™ 


Philippe Weber, 37 years of age, is the privileged 
observer of central banks for the Compagnie Parisienne 
de Reescompte, where he 1s in charge of researching the 
economic situation and monetary policies. A “Buba- 
watcher,”’ say his colleagues. A “Bubaobserver,”’ corrects 
this precise man, used to dissecting in the text the 
Bundesbank’s reports. For he does not grow weary 
studying the operations of the German central bank, 
even finding “amusing™ this mixture of overabundant 
figures and of the literary exegis of the speeches of its 
leaders, that sometimes contradict themselves. Let us say 
that this former student of the National School for 
Statistics and Economic Administration, who spent 3 
years with the DREE [Directorate of Foreign Economic 
Relations} and a few months with the “Ministry of Free 
Time”, has very little of that free time left for his family. 


[Box p 17} 
The Balladur-Koh!l meeting of 22 April 


“A Strengthening of the Monetary Cooperation is Out 
of the Question” 


{Couvrat] Edouard Balladur 1s to meet Helmut Kohl on 
22 April. Can we expect a strengthened monetary coop- 
eration between France and Germany” 


[Weber] Certainly not. It is totally out of the question, 
unless the law pertaining to the Bundesbank is changed. 
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The only cooperation which could be considered would 
be massive interventions and declarations of intent. Can 
a co-management of the interest rates be envisioned for 
the SME “hard core” (Germany, France, The Nether- 
lands and Benelux)? It is to be totally excluded. In the 
Maastricht Treaty, the Bundesbank demanded and 
obtained that in phase 2 of the monetary union—that is 
to say unti!] 1997 at the earliest—each central bank 
would be solely responsible for the monetary policy of its 
own, and no other, country. The best which can be 
expected from the Bundesbank is that it will warn the 
others before changing its rates. 


{Couvrat] Is no other arrangement conceivable? 


[Weber] It is inconceivable for representatives of other 
central banks to participate with a voting mght in the 
Bundesbanks’ councils. That they would attend without 
a voting right? What would be the purpose? Maybe 
symbolically, it can play upon the markets. But it can 
only be conceived if it is informal, combined with 
speeches and ceremonies, and not held regularly, except 
if the law is changed. 


It is a question of informing each other, if only by 
telephone; I believe that it is already being done. 


[Couvrat] Under these circumstances, what can be 
expected from this meeting” 


[Weber] A communique praising, and rightly so, the 
strength of the French-German friendship can be 
expected; reasserting that the two governments deem the 
parity of the franc at its good level and that they will do 
everything to maintain it, reasserting their allegiance to 
the SME and to the fastest possible implementation of 
the economic and monetary union (...). 


Above all, no type of declaration about interest rates may 
be expected from a meeting with Kohl. Of his own 
accord, interest rates are not being discussed by the 
federal chancellor. It is not his business. 


If a meeting of the two officials of the central banks is 
held at the same time, the re-issue of the four-party 
communique signed by the two ministers of finance and 
the two governors in September can be expected. 


But I cannot see the Bundesbank signing a communique 
on interest rates. Let us not forget that, at the time of the 
reunification, the Bundesbank wished, more or less 
explicitly, for a unilateral re-evaluation of the mark. It 
did not get it. But since then, it has obtained a re- 
evaluation of the mark against the lira, the English 
pound, the Irish pound, the peseta, and the escudo (...). 


{Couvrat] It 1s clear that the Bundesbank would prefer to 
see the franc leave the SME. What are the terms of the 
debate between the bank and the German government? 


[Weber] Even if the rule is not written down, it 1s clear 
that, when it comes to foreign exchange rates, the 
German government is the one which makes the deci- 
sions. As it stands, it wants the franc to remain in the 
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SME, somewhat for commercial reasons, but, above all, 
ior political ones. Without the SME, there is no Maas- 
tricht Treaty, nor a big market. Bonn values Europe. 


The Bundesbank’s Council expresses a single point of 
view, but it is not homogeneous. Its president is opposed 
to fixed foreign exchange rates and does not hide it. 
There are varied opinions among the other members. 
The new Frankfurt boss seems rather more European 
and less 08@5 “extremist” about inflation. Before being 
appointed, the Leipzig boss was demanding lower rates 
ae 


Main Points of New Immigration Law Released 
93ES0651A Paris LE FIGARO in French 27 Apr 93 p 10 


[Article by Marie-Amelie Lombard: “What's Going To 
Change For Immigrants”) 


[Text] The government is preparing a package of laws to 
better define rights and obligations of resident for- 
eigners. 


The government's immigration measures should be 
ready by the end of May. 


They involve modification of several points concerning 
entry and length of sojourn in France (see yesterday's 
edition). 


A number of ministnes are involved—lInterior, but also 
Justice, Social Affairs, and Foreign Affairs. The new 
provisions are still being discussed at the interministerial 
level, but they will be published in the coming days, once 
differences are arbitrated by the prime minister. 


Here are the main outlines of the new immigration 
policy. 


Nationality Code 


The conclusions of the Marceau Long commission 
served as the basis for a bill which has already passed the 
Senate. The government has two options: Either have the 
Assembly adopt the Senate text, which RPR [Rally for 
the Republic party] prefers, or modify and “toughen” its 
language, which would necessitate a new vote by the 
Senate. The latter option is favored by UDF [French 
Democratic Union]. 


One of the principal proposals of the Marceau Long com- 
mission concerns children born in France to parents who are 
aliens. Until recently, they acquired French nationality 
under “jus soli” at age 18 if they have resided in France for 
at least 5 years. The commission suggested that acquisition 
of nationality be made a voluntary procedure, and this has 
now been implemented. In addition, the commission envis- 
aged taking away the right of foreign parents to subscribe a 
declaration of nationality on behalf of their child under age 
16 born in France. 
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Various other points are currently being discussed. To 
obtain nationality at age 18, one must not have com- 
mitted a serious crime (assault with a deadly weapon, 
narcotics trafficking, pimping, terrorist acts, etc.). Some 
would like to add other crimes to the list. 


Another provision directly concerns former overseas 
colonies and terntores. A child born today in France, to 
a foreign parent who was born in France, is French from 
birth. This allows children of nationals of former colo- 
nies to be French. Various proposals have been raised to 
eliminate this provision, except with regard to Algeria, 
but Intenor and Foreign Affairs have divergent views. A 
new meeting of the working group was scheduled to take 
place yesterday at Matignon. 


“Phony Marriages” 


Today a foreign man or woman who marmies a French 
citizen can apply for French nationality 6 months after 
his or her marriage. It has been proposed that the waiting 
period be extended to | or even 2 years, in order to 
“discourage marriages of convenience.” Similarly, issu- 
ance of a 10-year residence permit—now available as 
soon as the marriage 1s performed—could be delayed 


Moreover, municipal authorities currently do not have 
the mght to ascertain whether a foreigner is residing 
legally in France. The question has been raised whether 
to give the authorities the mght to verify documentation 
and reyect the marriage of a person whose residence 
Status has not been regularized. But this new mandate 
could run into problems vis-a-vis European legisiation as 
well as the accepted principle that people can marry 
whomever they please. 


Family Unification 


Family unification, procedures for which have existed 
since 1976, is based on a principle accepted by the 
Council of State: the mght of both Frenchmen and 
foreigners to lead “a normal family life.” For example, a 
foreigner who has lived legally in France for a year has 
the right to bring his family (wife and children under age 
18) to France, if he has stable financial resources and 
adequate housing. 


Under the new legislation, the waiting period might be 
lengthened. Nevertheless, such a change might deny for- 
eigners the right to a normal family life. Also, the task of 
verifying resources and housing, which currently falls to the 
Office of International Migration (OMI) and to the prefec- 
tures, could be shifted to the municipal authorities 


Another sensitive issue: tolerance for polygamy, whereby 
some foreigners are allowed to bring in multiple spouses. 
This practice will probably be eliminated. On Sunday 
evening, Simone Veil strongly endorsed the concept of 
family unification as “promoting integration” but con- 
demned “fraud”: “Marrying several times, and bringing 
a number of children back [to France] each time with a 
new wife, is in My Opinion contrary to our values.” 








FBIS-WEU-93-094 
18 May 1993 


Identity Checks 


The government says it wants to be able to confirm the 
identity and status of foreigners in order to combat 
illegal immigration (see yesterday's edition). This objec- 
tive runs into a simple problem: how to ~ 

identity checks on foreigners, since the law prohibits 
identity checks based on mere appearance, i.e. subjective 
criteria such as skin color or language spoken? A new 
article of law is under consideration: “Officers and 
agents of the judicial police acting under orders may 
verify in all/certain circumstances the administrative 
documents of any person presumed to be an alien 
sojourning in France on the basis of those documents.” 
But the idea of a “person presumed to be an alien” may 
not be accepted by the supreme court of appeal. Repre- 
sentatives of two ministnes concerned about this issue— 
Intenor and Justice—met on Friday to discuss it. 


National Assembly Debates Urban Policy 
93ESO650A Paris LE MONDE in French 29 Apr 93 p 8 


[Article by Jean-Louis Saux and Sylvia Zappi: “Govern- 
ment Wants ‘Simpler and More Flexible’ Urban Policy”) 


[Text] On Tuesday 27 Apmil, launching the National 
Assembly debate on the future direction of urban policy, 
Simone Veil, minister of state for social affairs, health, 
and urban affairs, explained how she means to “clean up 
our urban policy.” The government wants simplified 
procedures, creation of a single intervention fund, an 
increased state presence, and participation from people 
on the ground. Ms. Veil confirmed she has obtained the 
“unfreezing™ of 110 million French francs [Fr] in credits 
blocked by the previous government to support new 
action at the neighborhood level. She announced that the 
“Summer Prevention” and “Open School” projects 
would continue and indicated she hoped to mobilize 
2,000 conscripts from the supplementary call-up to 
increase “the presence of adults around the schools” and 
enlist their participation in “supporting revitalization 
and economic development organs.” 


Earlier, Prime Minister Edouard Balladur had summa- 
rized the new directions this way: “The urban policy this 
government wants to pursue is both simpler and more 
flexible.” 


In the debate, originally scheduled to begin on 
Wednesday 28 April with 54 deputies signed up to speak, 
the first speakers took pains to avoid any polemics on 
this sensitive subject. 


To further underline its importance, Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur personally led off the debate on urban 
policy. “Three out of four Frenchmen live in the cities, 
nearly one-third of them in the suburbs,” Mr. Balladur 
began. “Such dense urban concentration is in itself a 
very destabilizing factor for our society.” Add to that the 
cumulative weight of factors such as overpopulation, 
environmental deterioration, unemployment, and what 
Mr. Balladur called “the coexistence of communities 
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with differing traditions,” and some areas become “law- 
less zones.” And it is precisely this aspect of the urban 
crisis that the prime minister chose to treat in his 
remarks. “The very foundations of a republican state are 
threatened—social cohesion, the authority of the state, 
and nondiscriminatory enforcement of the law,” Mr. 
Balladur maintained. According to the prime munister, 
urban policy objectives are still “relatively unclear and 
poorly defined.” It has not been subjected to “any 
genuine evaluation process,” though 11 costs taxpayers 
some Fr? billior per year. Lastly, 1 suffers from the 
“multiplicity of authorities” and “superposition of com- 
plex procedures.” This 1s why the prime minister wants 
urban policy to become “simpler and more flexible.” 


“The government expects this debate on policy direction 
to lead the way to concrete proposals,” Mr. Balladur 
said, venturing several of his own concerns: How to keep 
“the state from getting saddled with responsibility for 
following through on local initiatives?” How to avoid 
excessive dispersion of finance sources’? How to allow 
officials to take more effective and coordinated action” 
How to give the most important responsibilities to 
representatives of the state” “The authority of the state 1s 
senously threatened today,” the head of government 
insisted. “We can only remedy this situation through 
greater deconcentration.” 


Lumping Problems 


Then Simone Veil, minister for social affairs, health, and 
urban affairs, launched the debate in the studied tones of 
a schoolmistress. She began by describing the situation at 
the neighborhood level: a “great diversity of situations 
from one city to another, from one residential area to 
another, a fact that must always be borne in mind.” She 
warned: “We must beware of trying to lump al! the 
problems together as being caused by poorly controlled 
immigration, or the younger generation, or some other 
scapegoat. That would be unjust and unworthy.” 


At a more personal level, Ms. Veil paid tribute to “all 
those officials and voluntary organizations in the field 
that have fashioned or utilized the tools” of urban 
policy. But noting that “the problems persist,” the min- 
ister of state pointed to policy failures since 1977 that 
have been reflected in a tendency to ignore “the daily 
lives of the inhabitants.” In the first place, she criticized 
past policy for “having failed to define the objectives, or 
to inform itself from the start of the problems in all their 
dimensions.” As she sees it, urban policy “was bogged 
down in a categorial, piecemeal approach, whereas in 
real life the situation of a youth in the city depends on 
family harmony, housing conditions, and access to med- 
ical care, education, and leisure pursuits.” Failing to 
identify the domains of government intervention, “we 
saw a veritable profusion of contractual procedures piled 
one on the other, without real synergy, and the result was 
opacity and confusion.” 


After delivering herself of this harsh judgment, the urban 
affairs minister, determined to “clean up urban policy,” 
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spelled out the government's approach: first, simplifica- 
tion of procedures,” bringing them all together “into a 
single contractual protocol between the staie and the 
local communities;* concentration of resources in a 
“single intervention fund; putting more state resources 
on the ground; and “responsible participation for all 
parties concerned at the local level.“ Noting that these 
guidelines would shape policy “for years to come,” Ms. 
Veil descnbed the areas in which the state will involve 
itself. First of all, security: The idea here is simply to 
“punish criminals, “prevent crime,” and “help those 
who are victimized by crime.“ The police presence in 
these neighborhoods should thus be “strengthened” and 
community policing efforts “increased.“ 


Paying tribute to the efforts of police, the minister reaf- 
firmed her desire to post “the most competent officers to the 
places where the tasks are most demanding.” She showed a 
similar concern in the field of education, where the minister 
pledged “significantly increased resources” will be mobi- 
lized to “work on pnority areas,” “put the most competent 
educational administrators and most experienced and 
highly motivated teachers in the troubled neighborhoods. 
combat truancy, increase academic support measures, and 
increase the presence of adults in these facilities.” Her 
Statement of objectives, which drew applause from the 
majority benches, will be translated into concrete measures. 


Ms. Veil recapitulated the demands she has made on her 
ministerial colleagues. To the defense minister she pro- 
posed studying “the possibility of mobilizing as quickly 
as possible 2,000 conscripts from the supplementary 
call-up” to “increase the presence of adults around the 
schools,” help support the work of “street revitalization 
organizations, and promote athletics and economic 
development at the neighborhood level.” She asked the 
justice minister to see that “young criminals are not let 
out on bail,” a suggestion vigorously applauded by the 
majority deputies. And lastly she told the housing min- 
ister she wanted to see quick action “to benefit the 
homeless.” 


Ms. Veil indicated she had obtained the “unfreezing of 
Fri10 million in credits voted by the previous government” 
tO support new initiatives in the neighborhoods. Echoing 
Mr. Balladur, the minister noted the need to provide public 
services, indicating that she had “asked the prefects to make 
sure no decision to reduce or eliminate state public services 
is taken in these neighborhoods.” 


The minister of state also announced the continuation of 
projects “Summer Prevention” and “Open School.” 
During her 30-minute speech she defined what she called 
an “ambitious, realistic, humane urban policy.” Calling 
on deputies to “take this matter seriously” and conduct 
a “dignified debate,” she concluded on this patriotic 
note: “The face of France, our France, depends on what 
you do.” 
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The first scheduled speaker, Gilles de Robien (UDFC 
{expansion unknown], Somme), started out by putting 
the government on notice: The debate should not be “an 
interlude to keep the legislature busy” until bills can be 
tabled, because “11 1s vitally important to help the people 
who are threatened.” According to Mr. Robien, who is 
also mayor of Amiens, everyone knows the facts and it's 
time to move on to action. The spokesperson for the 
UDFC group proposed a 10-year “Marshal! Plan” for 
the cities, to be funded by government borrowing. A 
resolute partisan of decentralization, he called for an end 
to the anarchic expansion of Ile-de-France [Paris 
region],"" encouraging the government to undertake 
“pold relocations.” In budgetary terms, Mr. de Robien 
pointed to certain crying inequalities between mch and 
poor municipalities: “Is it reasonable that the business 
tax should be set at 2.89 percent in Neuilly-sur-Seine 
when it 1s 16.87 percent in Mantes-la-Jolie”” 


The deputy from Somme also demanded more authority 
be given the mayors to deal with security problems and 
encouraged magistrates to “get the courthouses out of 
downtown and relocate them in cultural social centers.” 
Finally, distancing himself from the position taken by 
one of his colleagues in the majority—Pierre Cardo 
(RPR [Rally for the Republic party}, Yvelines), who 
shortly after his election wanted to suppress family 
allowances for children when parents are not “keeping” 
them—Mr. de Robien said he was “favorable to special 
allocations for parents whose children are attending 
study halls or who show themselves to be assiduous.” 


The spokesperson for the Socialist group, Jacques Floch 
(PS [French Socialist Party], Loire-Atlantique), presi- 
dent of the Association of French Mayors, Cities, and 
Suburbs, reminded the minister of state that she would 
not be “starting an urban policy from scratch.” “For 
many years,” he said, “a number of us in the various 
parliamentary groups, putting aside our party political 
labels, have worked together in our associations of 
governmental officials to pool our expertise, and we have 
often been successful.” 


The deputy from Loire-Atlantique wanted to “inject 
some reality” into the debate by citing some figures: Out 
of the 6,000 wards in the nation’s urban areas, “about 
543 are having problems,” including about “a hundred 
that are having serious problems, and out of that hun- 
dred, 30 are having critical problems. That means, in 
other words, that 5,500 wards are not doing too badly.” 
Noting the state's decisive role, without which “we could 
not ask the local communities to get more and more 
involved,” he called for the “rapid launching of planning 
contracts” and creation of “first-rate public establish- 
ments” like those that exist in the new cities. Mr. Floch 
concluded by voicing his concerns about the decision to 
lump the Ministry of Urban Affairs with Social Affairs 
and Health: “Does that mean urban affairs will be 
nothing but welfare activities?” 
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New Chapter 

According to Jean-Claude Gayssot (PC [French Commu- 
nist Party], Seine-Saint-Denuis), it is necessary to “attack 
the deeper causes” of the urban crisis, for which “all 
previous governments, before and after 1981, “bear a 
considerable part of the blame. But though there may be 
no hope for a “real policy change,” the spokesman for 
the Communist group argued that in order to combat 
social segregation all cities “should be obliged to build an 
adequate amount of public housing.” He called for VAT 
[value added tax] rebates for low-cost housing entities, 
reduced-rate loans for construction, and a I-percent 
increase in employer withholdings. With regard to secu- 
rity, “we must establish a veritable democratic deterrent 
to violence,” Mr. Gayssot said. 


The main speaker for the RPR group, Eric Raoult 
(Seine-Saint-Denis), criticized the previous government 
for having “forgotten that before renovating buildings, 
one must first renovate the men and women who live in 
them.” The urban policy thus “suffered from a human 
deficit, an inability to listen, to evaluate, to question, to 
recognize the blockages, or (worse still) to innovate.” 
“Trying to think like social scientists, your predecessors 
forgot to act as practitioners,” he added, vigorously 


criticizing Veronica Nevertz (PS, Seine-Saint-Denis), 
former state secretary for women's mghts and consumer 
affairs. Then, on a more reassuring note, the RPR deputy 
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explained that his party did not want to “tear out the 
pages, but to write a new chapter, taking into account 
what has been accomplished and what has been 
attempted.” He appealed for the government to move 
“rapidly, firmly, and intelligently” to implement the 
three priorities of “authority, activity, and identity.” 


Mr. Raoult expressed the desire to see “the authonty of 
the state and the mayors restored,” since “they are the 
only champions of urban policy.” To avo.d dnft and 
marginalization, the deputy from Seine-Saint-Denis 
demanded “urban renovation, but also human renova- 
tion” involving sponsorship and tutelage: “We give as 
much importance to seeing the satchels of French school- 
children filled with books as others [i.c. the Socialists] 
give to filling bags with mce overseas for the TV cam- 
eras.” On job creation, Raoult suggested a “10-year 
exemption from business tax and land taxes” for enter- 
prises that locate in disadvantaged neighborhoods, the 
establishment of a “single full-service window for all 
administrative formalities.” the “creation of public 
administrative offices where services can be obtained,” 
and an “urban development bonus” for each job created. 
In a final rhetorical flight with Gaullist flourishes, Mr. 
Raoult told his audience urban policy was “the great 
challenge of the reconquest of our national space, of a 
united France that will remain a unique and original 
crucible: the French nation.” 
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Fabbri: Serbian Missile Threat ‘Nonexistent’ 
PM1705 143393 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
15 May 93 p 10 


[Gian Luca Pedrazzi report: “Minister Fabbri: ‘Terrorist 
Actions Are Acts of War’”’} 


[Text] Modena—After [Foreign Minister] Andreatta, it was 
Defense Minister Fabbri’s turn. The t will not 
tolerate provocation and explicitly warned the Serbs: “The 
country is ready to respond to aggression with all its means 
of neutralization.” And if that is not enough to cool the 
inflamed passions of [Serbian Nationalist Deputy] Seselj's 
Serbs, Fabbri explained even more clearly—on Mak P 100 
day [as published], a traditional Army Military Academy 
holiday—the intentions of the first Italian Government to 
have a clear and unhesitating foreign policy: “Any terrorist 
attacks would, in our view, also represent acts of war and as 
such they could not go unanswered.” 


Firm in his address to the 173rd and 174th Cadet 
Regiments and to a huge audience which had come from 
all over Italy for the traditional “changing of the baton” 
ceremony, Fabbri, with Chief of Staff General Goffredo 
Canino by his side, went on to stress that “there is no 
need to emphasize the response which any attacks would 
deserve. Despite the difficulties we are experiencing, we 
are and remain a great country; that is why we have no 
need to use rhetoric to get the message across that we will 
not allow ourselves to be intimidated.” 


So the terrorist attacks which have been threatened on 
several occasions would be considered “acts of war” to all 
intents and purposes, but it is still unclear whether Serbian 
troops are really capable of carrying out missile attacks on 
our territory. As far as the Defense Ministry is aware, in 
former Yugoslav territory there is only one type of missile, 
the “Frog,” with a range of barely 90 km, and so it is unable 
to reach our coastline. “I would like to confirm that our 
security services have reached the conclusion that such a 
threat to Italian territory is nonexistent,” Fabbri stressed. 
The U.S. State Department has also confirmed that Italy is 
in no danger. This does not mean that our country is not 
keeping a vigilant eye on events on the other side of the 
Adriatic and that “what is not there today may be purchased 
in the future,” the minister added, leaving open the possi- 
bility of future surprises in the armaments sector. “The 
unprecedented deployment of allied means, with vast naval 
forces and combat and reconnaissance aircraft, is a collec- 
tive self-defense system provided for in the Atlantic 
Treaty,” the defense minister added, “and it also nullifies 


the threat posed by any SS-N-2 systems located on board 
Serbian ships.” 
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Segni Explains Aims for Democratic Alliance 


PM 1805130793 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
17 May 93 p 4 


{Letter to IL GIORNALE from Popular Reform Move- 
ment leader Mario Segni: “I Will Not Become Another 
Thatcher”] 

[Text] Dear Orlando {IL GIORNALE Deputy Editor 
Federico Orlando}, 


In the debate which you have opened regarding the pros- 
pects of the Popular Reform Movement and Democratic 
Alliance, allow me to open not by using the terms “moderate 
progressive’ or ‘left-wing conservative’ but by addressing 
concrete, real issues. It will make it that much easier to 
understand each other, because a lot of confusion is caused 
by the ambiguous or improper use of those terms. 


You rebuke me, basically, for not becoming an Italian 
Giscard. | am always embarrassed by comparisons with 
great statesmen, but this time | would actually like to 
Start with that image because it will help us to clarify 
many things. 


Giscard founded his movement more than 20 years ago. In 
France, and indeed throughout the world, the differences 
between the liberal-centrist line and the left-wing line (both 
socialist and communist) were huge. Giscard was the cham- 
pion of economic liberalism, of boosting productivity, of the 
pro-European thrust: The EMS [European Monetary 
System] was his most important act. Mitterrand, along with 
his left-wing forces, represented extreme state and public 
sector intervention, and his first year in power saw a series 
of savage nationalizations. 


What is left of all that, 20 years later? Mitterrand is 
preparing to leave France with the lowest public debt in 
Europe, where everything that was nationalized has now 
been privatized—if there are any problems, they concern 
unemployment—and after beating his opponents at their 
own pro-Atlantic and pro-European game. If the center- 
right has won, it is not thanks to the differences in their 
program but to a desire for change after 15 years of 
government and because of the scandals which have 
broken out concerning the Socialists. 


In the meantime, new phenomena have arisen, especially in 
Italy. The first is the Northern League. You mention it as 
one of the entities which | should attempt to rally. I do not 
agree. The League is fired by the just, antipartyocratic thrust 
which we share. But it sees it in terms of a regionalistic, 
antiunification thrust which is the exact opposite of the 
spirit of national solidarity—one of our cornerstones. In the 
final analysis it is also anti-European—despite its words— 
because Europe cannot be built by putting up barricades 
within Italy. Individual battles can be fought alongside the 
League—we have just fought one over the referendum—but 
we cannot think in terms of a stable entente: We are 
alternative to each other. 
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Italy will have to cut its huge mountain of public debt 
over the next few years. If we are to avoid the madness of 
consolidating government bonds, sacrifice and strin- 
gency will be necessary. No honest politician can 
promise anything different. But consensus cannot be 
won on that ticket—and 11 would be improper to do 
so—without simultaneously building a better and juster 
state. It is not possible to obtain millions of citizens’ 
agreement to years of sacrifice simply in the name of the 
Maastricht treaty or of setting the balance sheet straight. 
It 1s necessary to convince them that at the end of the 
road they will find not only a straight balance sheet but 
also a more human and a juster society; that, for 
example, health expenditure will not diminish but hos- 
pitals will work better; that an efficient internal revenue 
administration will succeed in getting everybody to pay 
his taxes, and to distinguish between those who really 
should be exempted from paying subscription charges 
and those who should pay them; that the state will not 
throw away social expenditure on waste and patronage 
but will help the real victims of marginalization. 


If those are the issues, there is no point in splitting into 
liberal democrats on one side and [Christian Democratic 
Party (DC) Secretary] Martinazzoli and [former Prime 
Minister] Amato on the other at a stroke of the pen. 
Because today both sides know that privatization, and a 
lot of it, is necessary; they realize, on the other hand, that 
Thatcher-style policies cannot be implemented in a 
country which already has | million unemployed. While 
they are both probably aware that the immigrant and 
North-South relations issues, which will become increas- 
ingly hot, set them totally apart from the League. 


It is on a ticket of that sort, which I have called modern 
and progressive—but if you do not like the words, they 
can be changed—that I propose to build ‘Democratic 
Alliance,” a thing which should be very different from a 
jumble of old parties or splinters from them. Because 
this 1s where the political meaning of the referendum 
comes into its own: It is not simply to combat fragmen- 
tation and push for stability, but to change the old-style 
way of creating parties. It would be a defeat for the 
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referendum if everybody stood in the next elections 
wearing his old overcoat, 1.e. DC, PDS {Democratic 
Party of the Left}, PRI [Italian Republican Party], PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party], etc. It would only be a very 
partial victory if we forced them to make alliances within 
which each one carned on in the old way, obeying the 
party bosses. It would be a victory for the referendum if 
each one joined an alliance bringing with him his own 
ethical traditions (the Catholics for Reform, the nonde- 
nominationalists, etc.), but if, once he had joined, it were 
the citizens—via primary elections—who chose the can- 
didates, the men to lead the government, to make the 


programs. 


The newspapers interpreted my proposal as an appeal to 
the parties. Actually, the appeal is addressed first and 
foremost to the citizens, as was the case with the refer- 
enda; they were a product of the grass roots and forced 
the parties to take sides. Of course, it 1s a challenge. We 
could not take on board the entire DC with its old 
ballast; but neither could we accept the entire PDS with 
its apparatus, with decisions made on the outside. 
Anyone joining must accept new rules and take part in 
working Out the program. 


I see the difficulties in this path. The apparatuses, which 
are bound to lose importance, will resist. But for every- 
body the alternative is to remain immobile, to go to 
elections under the old flags, and to leave even more 
room for the leagues and the protest vote. My dear 
Orlando, you fear that I could end up a prisoner of this 
process. But believe me, if Democratic Alliance were 
only somebody's appendage, whether of the PDS or 
anybody else, it would not even see the light of day, or at 
least | would not be party to 1. Something new must be 
created, not a camouflage for something that already 
exists. That 1s why boosting the Popular Reform Move- 
ment and bringing in the contribution of the nondenom- 
inationalists 1s essential. 


So it 1s NOt a question of returning home. The fact is that 
with the referendum we all contributed to demolishing 
the old home. The problem now 1s to build a new one 
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* Clinton Ideology, U.S. Society Viewed 
93ES0648A Lisbon SEMANARIO in Portuguese 
24 Apr 93 p 39 


[Article by Vasco Rato: “The Portuguese Citizens and 
Bill Clinton” ] 

[Text] I have followed the discussion of Bill Clinton's 
ideology in Portugal with great interest. It is curious to 
note that five months after his election, the opinions 
about the political position of the President of the 
United States are divided. I believe that the uncertainties 
will continue until the conceptions of the “left wing” and 
the “mght wing” are drastically reconsidered, and as a 
result, abandoned. 


In an interview granted to EXPRESSO (27 February). 
Antonio Guterres suggested that Bill Clinton “made a 
very innovative contribution to the left wing.” | 
remember thinking that his statement merely revealed a 
failure to understand the reality in the United States—a 
worrisome characteristic, but certainly one a candidate 
for the post of prime minister can do without. | went 
back to the statements made by Guterres for a more 
careful rereading, and | realized that they were the 
product of a theoretical confusion. Guterres refers to 
John Rawk (sic) (I think he meant John Rawls) Ronald 
Dworkin, and Michael Walzer as individuals who have 
influence on Clinton's thinking. These names make up 
an interesting, and very current, list, but anyone even 
slightly familiar with the writings of these theoreticians 
knows that Clinton's inspiration does not come from 
their work. Rawls, Dworkin, and Walzer are al! “mnghts- 
based liberals” and advocates of the “new contractual- 
ism.” It is true that these writers have influenced the 
“new left” in America, and, more specifically, the most 
radical wing of the Democratic Party, which sees in the 
expansion of individual rights the solution to the crisis in 
the American welfare state. It is not true, however, that 
they have influenced Bill Clinton and the pragmatic- 
populist wing he represents within the party. 


Clinton's inspiration is to be found in the political theory 
of the “communitarians,” a group that includes Charles 
Taylor, Alisdair MacIntyre, Micl.>e! Sandel, and Amita! 
Etzioni. All of them reject the propositions of the authors 
quoted by Antonio Guterres. 


Clinton's communitarian tradition emphasizes the 
responsibilities of the citizen and the common values of 
society, rather than the expansion of citizens’ rights. It is 
evident that solidarity is crucial, but what 1s involved 1s 
another type of solidarity, one much closer to the con- 
servatism of Edmund Burke, or even the “noblesse 
oblige” in which Thomas Jefferson believed, than to any 
concept supported by the progressive left. It is clear that 
Clinton advocates social solidarity and state interven- 
tion, but he does so because he rejects the traditional 
concept of the welfare state advocated by the left wing. 


I read the Guterres interview, but | attributed no major 
importance to it, because I have never thought that Bill 
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Clinton's ideological position represented a crucial issue 
for any Portuguese politicians. 


I was even more surprised when, following the defeat of 
the socialists in France, other more sophisticated and 
Cautious politicians made similar statements. Even Fran- 
cisco Sousa Tavares, a creative and sensible political 
analyst, reiterated this same feeling in his column last 
week. Curiously, in that same issue of the newsyaper, 
Paulo Portas stated what seems obvious to me--that 1s 
that Clinton is not a leftist. 


I am taking up this matter for two reasons. First of all, 
the use of outdated dividing lines to describe Clinton's 
ideological position might be politically expedient, but it 
nonetheless remains inaccurate. It 1s a mistake to con- 
fuse desires with the reality. And secondly, the changes 
taking place in American society are such that the 
concepts of left wing and nmght wing do not have the same 
meaning here as they have in certain European coun- 
tries. The EVA [United States of America], like the more 
developed European countries, 1s facing new problems 
and challenges that cannot be resolved by the traditional 
formulas proposed by the left wing and the right wing. 


I believe that many people think Clinton is a leftist 
because it was evident that Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush were not. In other words, since Reagan was clearly 
identified with the nght wing, Clinton must of necessity 
be affiliated with the left wing. 


When the issue 1s viewed in this way, the complexity of 
American politics 1s being ignored, and the veritable 
revolution represented by the election of Clinton 1s being 
minimized. 


With his election as chief of state, Clinton managed to 
destroy the political divisions that had existed in the 
United States since the 1930's. The expansionism of the 
“welfare state,” which Franklin Roosevelt initiated, was 
already showing obvious signs of a terminal crisis in the 
1970s. To some extent, it was evident that the state had 
grown excessively, that it had taken on too protagonistic 
a role, and that its financial capacity would not suffice to 
pay for the continuation of its social programs. 


Jimmy Carter was the first Democratic Party president 
to recognize this situation and to try to change it. His 
choice was to make the role of the state more rational. 
The left wing of his party, headed by Ted Kennedy, 
challenged Carter in the 1980 primaries, thus contnb- 
uting to his defeat by Ronald Keagan. There are a 
number of valid comparisons applicable to Carter and 
Clinton, as both were willing to break with the trad- 
tional political positions of their party 


The solution Ronald Reagan and George Bush chose for 
their attempts to deal with the welfare crisis was to 
reduce the area of government intervention. The disas- 
trous results of this choice are clearly visible. But the 
Reaganites created a political revolution that forced the 
Democratic Party to abandon its radical approach. 
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Clinton became his party's candidate not because he was 
a leftist, but precisely because he rejected this position. 


The growing complexity of American society has served 
to blur the dividing line between the public and private 
sectors. Some choices that 20 or 30 years ago would have 
been personal matters—abortion, for example—have 
been politicized and have become public issues. Others, 
pertaining to pluralistic life-styles that were not even 
discussed a decade ago, such as sexual orientation, for 
ex ample, have also been placed on the political agenda. 


These political issues demand the adoption of a pos- 
tideological position, to which both the left wing and the 
right wing are hostile. Clinton's pragmatic populism, a 
( osition that does not fit into the traditional ideological 
definitions, seems to me that most likely to respond to 
the new realities, which are no longer contained within 
the boundaries on which the distinction between the left 
wing and the mght wing was based. 


Justice Minister Defends Corruption Bill 


PM 1805085193 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 6 May 93 p 3 


[Joao Pedro Henriques report on Justice Minister 
Laborinho Lucio’s 5 May remarks in Lisbon: 
“Laborinho Explains Himself”) 


[Text] The justice minister yesterday attributed the dis- 
pute over the anticorruption bill to “murky short-sighted 
political tactics.” 


Ata press conference held to clarify all the uncertainties 
that have emerged in connection with the bill Laborinho 
Lucio said that the controversy was natural because 
“when you start combating corruption you always stir up 
a hornet’s nest.” 


The aforementioned bill has prompted a very strong 
negative response from magistrates at the Public Prose- 
cutor’s Office (MP), and particularly from Rodrgues 
Maximiano, deputy public prosecutor, who said he 
thought that it created “objective conditions for the 
subversion and decline of the democratic system.” 
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According to the magistrates, the document grants the 
Judicial Police (PJ) power to combat corruption that 
would leave the force entirely beyond the authority of 
the Public Prosecutor's Office. 


Laboninho Lucio replied to Rodmgues Maximiano by 
descnbing the deputy public prosecutor's remarks as 
“very senous,” “inappropnate for a magistrate,” and 
“insulting.” As for the substance of the matter (whether 
or not the PJ will be entirely free), he of course rejected 
the interpretations that have amnsen. 


According to the minister, “no process of investigation 
will take place except under the direction of the Public 
Prosecutor's Office.” The PJ, he added, will, in fact, 
have more obligations toward the MP than it does now 
These will include the documentation of information 
gathered prior to the initiation of proceedings. 


The justice minister also reyected the argument that there 
should be no increase in the powers to fight corruption of 
an entity—the Justice Ministry —that ts directly answer- 
able to the government. The advocates of this position 
believe that the government could thus objectively 
hinder or prevent the investigation of corruption within 
the government. According to Laborinho Lucio—who 
admitted that he could prevent an investigation—such a 
“malicious attitude” must be reyected. According to such 
an attitude, he added, a minister can halt an investiga- 
tion, just as an inspector of the PJ or a magistrate of the 
MP can. Whether or not he 1s answerable to the govern- 
ment is irrelevant. 


Laborinho Lucio also denied that there is a “war going 
on between the Justice Ministry, the Attorney General's 
Office, and the Judicial Police. “I am not feeding further 
wars. My war ts against corruptior. ° 


The justice minister ended the press conference by 
averring that he does not take lessons in democracy from 
anyone. “I have never said that nghts, freedoms, and 
guarantees were a bourgeois excrescence,” he said, in an 
implicit reference to the leftist past of some of the 
opponents of the bill. He said that he knew the attorney 
general's position on the matter, but declined to reveal it 
The bill will now be presented by the minister to the 
Parliamentary Committee on Rights, Freedoms. and 
Guarantees. 
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Further on Visit by Iranian Foreign Minister 
Velayati 


Received by Gonzalez 
LD1705 152393 Madrid RNE-! Radio Network in 
Spanish 1400 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] This morning, the prnme minister received the 
Iramian minister of foreign affairs [Velayati}. 


‘Al Akbar Velayati explained to Gonzalez the possibil- 
ities which Spanish companies have for investing in Iran, 
where an ambitious plan has been set in motion to 
reconstruct the country’s infrastructures. 


Views B-H Issue With Gonzalez 


LD1705173693 Tehran IRNA in English 1646 GMT 
17 May 93 


[Text] Madnd, May 17, IRNA—Iranian Foreign Min- 
ister “Ali Akbar Velayat: in his meeting with Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez Marquez here today 
decned the indifference of the international community 
towards the worsening plight of Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 


The Iranian official expressed concern over the “sav- 
agery™ of Serbs against defenseless Muslims, and said the 
continuation of the situation was “dangerous” not only 
for peaceful co-existence in the Balkans but for interna- 
tional peace and security. 


He blasted the measures of certain UN Security Council 
members on the Serbian crimes and said the moves were 
a kind of competition among the said countries which 
dated back to the colonialist era. 


Velayati who arnved here yesterday exchanged views 
with Premier Gonzalez on the deepening of Tehran- 
Madrid bilateral ties, regional cooperation and interna- 
tional issues. He termed as “excellent” the cooperation 
between the two countries. 


Gonzalez welcomed expansion of Irano-Spanish bilateral 
relations and exchange of diplomatic visits. He referred to 
detenorating situation in Bosnia and the Serbs “ethnic 
cleansing” of areas under their occupation, and deemed as 
“urgent” the adoption of serious measures by the interna- 
tional community to halt the genocide. 


Discusses Ties With Solana 


LD1705 184693 Tehran IRNA in English 1653 GMT 
17 May 93 


[Text] Madrid, May 17, IRNA—Foreign Minister ‘Ali 
Akbar Velayati discussed different aspects of bilateral 
ties as well as regional and international issues in a 
meeting here with his Spanish counterpart, Javier 
Solana. 


Velayati expressed his satisfaction regarding expansion 
of cooperation between the two sides and the process of 
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Tehran-Madnd joint-economic commission thal paves 
the way for further expansion of ties. 


Javier Solana also welcomed expansion of bilateral rela- 
uuons in different fields. 


The two sides discussed o1] and transportation issues as 
well as Spanish cooperation in Iran's reconstruction 


projects. 


Velayati arrived in Madird via Athens on Sunday [16 
May] for a two-day official visit. 


Received by King 
LDI705211693 Madrid TVE Internacional Television 
in Spanish 1900 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] This afternoon the king of Spain received Iranian 
Foreign Minister “Ah Akbar Velayati, who has been 
paying an official visit to Spain since yesterday. Velayati 
arrived at the Zarivela Palace, accompanied by his 
Spanish counterpart, Javier Solana. Both ministers had 
earlier discussed bilateral relations and the possibility of 
increasing trade exchange, which at present favors Iran. 


In the morning Velayati discussed the possible partici- 
pation of Spanish companies in infrastructure projects in 
Iran with Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. They also 
discussed the war in Bosnia and the peace process in the 
Middle East 


Velayati Favors Military Action in B-H 


LDI705225593 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 2100 GMT 17 May 93 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Iranian Foreign Minister 
‘Ali Akbar Velayati, who is on an official visit to Spain, 
said in Madrid that he favors military action in Bosnia to 
support the UN resolutions. Velayati described the situ- 
ation in Bosnia as genocide and said that Iran was 
prepared to arm the Bosnian Muslims: 


{Begin Velayati interpreter’s recording} If the UN ban 1s 
lifted, yes the ban, that is the arms’ embargo. we are 
willing to help the Bosnians in this field as well. [end 
recording] 


Denies Terrorism; Concludes Visit 


LD1705224093 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 2100 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] Iranian Foreign Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati has 
ended a two-day official visit to Spain. The minister said 
that relations between the two countries are very old and 
very fnendly. He said that both countries want to pro- 
mote these relations. Jose Luis Lucero reports: 


{Lucero} Iranian Minister Velayati said he was very 
satisfied with his meetings with the King of Spain, Juan 
Carlos de Borbon, and with Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez. He said that he has invited both to visit Iran. 
He stressed the good moment of relations between both 
countnes 














FBIS-WEU-93-094 
18 May 1993 


[Begin recording] [Velayati, in Persian with supenm- 
posed Spanish translation] Relations between Spain and 
Iran are very old and friendly. [end recording] 

[Lucero] The Iranian foreign minister said that an eco- 
nomic and trade delegation will be visiting Iran in the 
near future. Trade exchange rose last year to $700 
million and the balance of trade is negative for Spain as 
a result of oil imports. Spain is very interested in Iran's 
second five-year plan which is about to be put into force. 


The Iranian foreign minister said that accusations that 
Iran promotes international terrorism are lies, and he 
took the same line on Amnesty International's denunci- 
ations of alleged violations of human mghts in Iran. 


On the sentence on Salman Rushdie, the British writer of 
Indian descent, he said that this was not a decision taken 
by the Iranian state but an Islamic decision, ratified by 
the Islamic Conference, held three weeks ago in Karachi. 


People’s Party Election Platform 
PM 1705131593 Madrid ABC in Spanish 9 May 93 
pp 33-34 


[Cristina de la Hoz report: “How People’s Party Would 
Govern”) 


[Text] Madnd—The People’s Party Executive Com- 
mittee has approved the main guidelines of 11s program 
for the coming election, to which ABC has had full access 
and which will be publicly presented to a party candi- 
dates’ convention today. The document is divided into 
five lengthy sections in which the policy of the PSOE 
[Spanish Socialist Workers Party] 1s harshly attacked 
and the People’s Party's proposals are presented at 
length. The aims on which the People’s Party platform 
concentrates are “a policy to create jobs,” “between 
solidarity and quality of life,” “revitalizing democracy.” 
and “foreign and security policy and Community 


policy.” 


“The economic crisis should not be accepted as irreme- 
diable...; there is broad scope for action.” So begins the 
most ambitious section of the People’s Party's govern- 
ment program, to which, summanzed in | 50 pages, ABC 
has had full access. The document's most important 
points are given below. 


Economic Policy 


For significant job creation, the economy should grow by 
at least 3 percent per year. The People’s Party pledges to 
achieve an increase in GDP of that order in 1995, rising 
to 4 percent in the following fiscal years. Investment 
should increase by around 6 percent as from the second 
year of the legislative term. 


Reduction of interest rates in line with the prospects for 
inflation. Elimination of administrative and fiscal obsta- 
cles to setting up enterprises. 
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Keeping the peseta in the European Monetary System 1s 
an unrenounceable aim. However, the peseta’s exchange 
rate should not be based on the interest rate differential. 


The fight against inflation should be supported by a 
restrictive budgetary policy, an effective wages policy— 
in return for job creation—and structural reforms aimed 
at introducing principles of competition in the protected 
sectors. 


Reduction of Public Def cit 


A strengthening of the institutional characteristics of the 
General State Audit Office [Intervencion General del 
Estado], attributing to its role features of independence 
and autonomy. A review of the public administrations’ 
procedures for purchasing goods and services. A freeze 
on civil servants’ payrolls, while maintaining their earn- 
ings’ purchasing power. Reestablishment of the tradi- 
tional means of internal monitoring of public expendi- 
ture. A drastic cut in subsidies for public enterprises. 
Reduction of the public debt by using the income from 
the privatization strategy. 


Elimination of administrative units redundant as a result 
of the transfer of their responsibilities to the regional and 
local administrations. 


Tax Reform 


Reform of the main forms of taxation. A change in 
personal income tax so that gradually, over a four-year 
period, the existing scale will become a new scale with 
lower tax rates and a maximum marginal rate of 40 
percent. An exemption for retirement pensions and 
elimination of the presumed yield of real estate not 
transferred to third parties. 


A | percent value-added tax rate for basic necessities, 
including books, newspapers, and low-cost housing 


Labor Market 


The aim is to bring 3 million Spanish people into the 
labor market over the next 10 years. To link vigorous 
measures concerning the labor market and the condi- 
tions for access to unemployment benefit. To reduce 
employers’ contributions. 


To amend the legal underpinning of ordinary and tem- 
porary job promotion contracts. To promote part-time 
hiring. 


Highways Plan 


To attract private capital. Elimination of accident zones. 
Amendment of the current highways plan in order to 
imptove the planned highways, bringing them closer to 
the status of superhighways. Drafting of a master plan 
extending to the year 2010. Construction of between 
5.500 and 6,000 km of high-capacity roads such as 
superhighways. 
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Industrial Policy 
Fiscal and financial incentives will be created to 
encourage business investment. Improvement of the 


work force’s level of qualifications by adjusting the 
general study plans and vocational training. 


To begin again the industrial rationalization of the 
sectors showing grave problems of future development. 


Fight Against Corruption 


Reform of the general budget law. Reform of hiring proce- 
dures. A more stringent procedure with the General Cortes’ 
participation for the privatization or disposal of enterprises. 
To regulate public sector advertising. To place senior offi- 
cials’ degrees of responsibility on the same level. To intro- 
duce into the new penal code an extc~sion of the concept of 
misappropriation of public funds. To reform the General 
State Audit Office. Reform of the National Audit Office 
{Tnbunal de Cuentas]. 


Energy Sources 


Construction of new power plants. Reduction of the cost 
of the nuclear moratorium. To privatize some enter- 
prises in the energy sector. To support the gas market. 


Education Policy 


To reduce the number of pupils per teacher. A national 
vocational training plan. Free education between the 
ages of three and 18, increasing the public sector and 
adding agreements with private centers. A law on the 
teaching profession. Autonomy for universities to set 
entry tests. 


Public Health 


A mixed model will be established. The new health 
policy's basic guidelines will be: 


Public funding coexisting with mixed provision. The 
public administrations’ responsibility in the planning, 
Organization, and funding of health services will be 
clearly defined. Reduction of waiting lists. Increased 
ability to choose between forms of health care. 


Housing Policy 


A program to construct between 500,000 and 600,000 
homes during the immediate legislative term. To bring 
the Spanish rented housing stock—1I8 percent of the 
total—<closer to EC average levels (between 40 percent 
and 50 percent). A policy on restoration. 


It is promised that the construction and purchase of 
publicly sponsored housing will be promoted. 


Legal changes aimed at avoiding any unfavorable treat- 
ment of housing will be introduced. Officially protected 
housing will be exempted from the transfer tax and the 
value-added tax. 
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Policy Against Drugs 


Punishment of the public consumption of drugs. Free 
treatment for all people dependent on drugs who request 
it. Provision of “alternative penalties” for those who, 
having been sentenced for a crime connected with drug 
consumption, agree to join a rehabilitation program. 
Punishment and closure of public establishments where 
drug consumption is permitted or tolerated, or where 
alcohol is sold to minors. 


Pensions Policy 


To consolidate the purchasing power of all pensions by 
aiming to increase to a greater extent the level of the 
lowest. At the same time as the economic recovery, the 
People’s Party government accepts as its aim gradually 
to bring all pensions closer to the minimum wage. 


Environment 
Prevention and combating of forest fires. Enlargement of 
protected natural areas to an area of 500,000 hectares 


within 10 years. Reforestation and forestation of 
200,000 hectares per year. 


A law on environmental audits. 


Public Administrations 


Productivity bonuses will be rationalized and depoliti- 
cized. Reduction of the current senior officials. Stnct 
delimitation of responsible posts. Reduction in the 
number of public bodies. 


Autonomy Policy 


To promote financial autonomy. To move ahead with 
joint fiscal accountability. To guarantee interterritorial 
solidarity more fully. The Senate as a house of territorial 
representation. Gradually to set about organizing a 
single administration. To give the cities of Ceuta and 
Melilla autonomy statutes. 


Implementation of the Constitution 


The People’s Party government will submit to the Cortes 
the following legislation: 


A bill on foundations. 


A bill governing ordinary habeas corpus [recurso de 
amparo ordinario}. 


A bill governing the right to strike. 


A bill governing the journalists’ conscience clause and 
professional secrecy. 


A bill envisaging the gradual introduction of juries for 
certain offenses. 
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Foreign and Security Policy 


The Atlantic as an essential reference point. Active 
presence of the Western European Union, viewed as the 
European pillar in NATO. A Spanish policy of coopera- 
tion with Latin America and the Mediterranean coun- 
tries. The claim to Gibraltar will be maintained. A stance 
in favor of EC enlargement will be adopted. 


Defense Policy 


Voluntary and professional militc;y service. Gradual 
professionalization of serviceme: 5, improving profes- 
sional servicemen’s pay. Full int=4: a\ion of women. An 
improvement of the conditions for performing military 
service. A reduced but effective Army. A new naval 
strategic concept will be defined. Concentration of Air 
Force installations. A smaller iinistry. 


Recovery of Parliament 


To increase the sessions or hours devoted to oversight. 
To sei up a budget monitoring technical office serving 
the deputies and parliamentary groups. To facilitate the 
setting up of committees of inquiry at the request of 
three par’ amentary groups or a quarter of the deputies. 


The duty of the government and all the public adminis- 
trations to supply to the house all the information and 
documents requested will be regulated. The prime min- 
ister’s duty to appear [in parliament] in certain circum- 
stances will also be regulated, and a weekly time for oral 
questions will also be introduced. 


Political Parties 


A change in the funding system. Public funding will 
constitute 60 percent at most of the parties’ budgets. 
Liberalization of private contributions. Tax deductions 
for members’ dues as well as for private donations. 
Liberalization of political advertising. Inspection of 
public subsicies by the General State Audit Office. 
Measures against political defections. 


Judiciary 


Reform of the Organic Law on the Judiciary in order to 
strengthen the General Council of the Judiciary’s 
autonomy and powers, restoring judges’ associations’ 
active participation in the selection of its members. 
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Relieving congestion in courts and tribunals. Amend- 
ment of procedural legislation in order tu simplify pro- 
cedures. A real criminal investigation police will be set 
up. A new penal code bill. It will be inspired by the 
principle of real serving of sentences for crimes of 
bloodshed, violent crimes, and those connected with 
drug trafficking. 


News Media 


A bill governing the audiovisual media. The public 
corporation’s board of directors will be selected by the 
Cortes from among the candidates proposed by the 
social and cultural institutions. The dircctor general will 
be appointed by the government in agreement with the 
board of directors. Partial privatization of the Spanish 
Radio and Television Company's management. 


Authorization of as many private channels as technically 
feasible. The introduction of antitrust criteria. Amend- 
ment of the regulation of the EFE agency. 


Public Safety and Terrorism 


To strengthen the unity of the signatories to the Madrid 
and Ajuria Enea Pact. To demand of the French Gov- 
ernment continued cooperation with Spain. A specific 
plan to improve the state security forces’ and corps’ 
resources. Full serving of sentences by terrorists while 
maintaining the current criteria of dispersal through the 
prison system. A prudent rehabilitation policy, taking 
into account whether or nc. they are involved in crimes 
of bloodshed. The Attorney General's Office to be asked 
to take sustained action to prosecute the offenses of 
complicity and endorsement. To provide financial and 
social support for the victims of terrorism. 


Full serving of sentences by drug traffickers. A review of 
the conditions for granting bail. Combating money laun- 
dering. A law on compensation for the victims of violent 
crime. 


Cultural Policy 


Tax exemptions for foundations and deductions for 
donations and and bequests made to cultural institutions 
or projects. Conservation of and public access to the 
church’s historical heritage. Reduction in the value of 
real estate for the architectural heritage in the hands of 
private individuals. 
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Denmark 


Polls Show EC ‘Yes’ Vote Firm at 50 Percent 


PM1705170093 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 15 May 93 p 1 


[Unattributed report: “*Yes’ And ‘No’ Firm Up”) 


[Text] There is no limit to inventiveness here in the final 
lead-up to the referendum on Tuesday [18 May]. This was 
shown yesterday in Kolding, for example, when “yes” and 
“no” voters had well known politicians playing bar tender 
for a day during a very different EC stunt. The politicians 
tried to persuade people to swallow the “yes” or “no” 
message washed down by a glass of beer. 


At the same time the five latest Gallup polls « voting 
intentions show that the “yes” and “no” sides have 
stabilized. 


Since 11 May the “yes” side has varied between 48 
percent and 50 percent, while the figure for the “no” side 
has remained around 32 percent. Socialist People’s Party 
chairman Holger K. Nielsen is now certain that the result 
will be a “yes.” But this does not mean that the Socialist 
People’s Party will end the EC debate on 18 May. On the 
contrary, this is just “the beginning.” 


Holger K. Nielsen gave advance warning of new demands 
on the EC after a Danish “yes.” Among other things the 
Socialist People’s Party will demand that like Denmark 
other countries should have the chance of opt-outs. 


Foreign Minister Cited on EC Vote, Enlargement 


PM1705150093 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 16 May 93 p 9 


[Report on interview with Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg Petersen by Per Lyngby in Copenhagen; no 
date given] 


[Text] The whole of Europe—Sweden, too—should cross its 
fingers for a “yes” vote in the Danish referendum on EC 
union on Tuesday [18 May]. For if the Danes say “no” to 
union the negotiations for the admission of Sweden and 
other applicant countries to the EC will be made “very 
difficult or perhaps even rendered impossible.” 


So said president of the EC Council of Ministers, Danish 
Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen, in an interview 
with SVENSKA DAGBLADET. He assumes that a 
Danish “no” would paralyze EC cooperation and give 
rise to three themes in Europe: uncertainty, uncertainty, 
and uncertainty. 


A Danish “no” would not only set its stamp on the 
situation in Denmark, but on developments in the whole 
of Europe. It is true that the Treaty of Rome would 
continue to exist, but the other EC countries would try to 
move on. The EC would then have to use more of its 
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time for solving its internal problems instead of concen- 
trating on the negotiations for enlargement, Niels 
Helveg Petersen said. 


If there is a Danish “yes” in the 18 May referendum it 
will be “a good foundation on which to make progress 
with the membership negotiations for Sweden, Finland, 
and Austria.” The EC president hopes that it will be 
possible to complete negotiations this year. 


“It sounds ambitious, but it is something we will work 
for. Then Sweden and the other applicant nations can 
use 1994 for the domestic decisions they will need to 
make. There is really quite a large number of things 
Sweden must get through in the context of a decision on 
EC membership which could then come into force in 
1995,” Niels Helveg Petersen said. 


The ambition is the same when it comes to approval for 
Norway, but that would be more difficult to achieve, he 
admitted. 


Niels Helveg Petersen said it is “elementary” that Den- 
mark should be working strongly to unite the Nordic 
area within the EC. There are good economic and 
political reasons for this. 


“The other Nordic countries must be fully aware that we 
do not want them as members simply for the sake of 
their blue eyes and blond hair. The Nordic countries are 
major trading partners for Denmark, and that is why it 
would be good to bring them into the club,” Niels Helveg 
Petersen said, adding: 


“Politically our interest in having them admitted ts even 
stronger. It has always been a problem for Denmark that 
we have been divided emotionally, since we have strong 
links with the Nordic area at the same time as politically 
we have been forced to devote the major part of our work 
to European cooperation.” 


The Danish foreign minister also thinks it important that 
the EC should be enlarged at the present time when 
cooperation with Eastern Europe is to be set up. 


“It would be fortunate if the EC were enlarged to include 
Sweden, Finland, and Austria at this moment in Euro- 
pean history, because the big task for the EC over the 
next 10 io 20 years will be developing cooperation with 
Eastern Europe. We can benefit from the experience of 
Sweden, Finland, and Austria, because these countries 
have for many years had vanguard positions in relation 
to Eastern Europe,” Niels Helveg Petersen pointed out. 


If the Nordic area is united successfully inside the EC, 
there can be no suggestion for Denmark of pursuing a 
Nordic bloc policy. 


“On a number of important points we will be able to 
enjoy excellent cooperation,” Niels Helveg Petersen 


said. These include security policy, relations with 
Eastern Europe, the view taken of war and peace, envi- 
ronmental policy, the democratization of the EC’s insti- 
tutions and greater openness. 
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“But,” he continued, “we should not chensh any illusions in 
other fields. As a rule we have divergent interests when it 
comes to agricultural, fisheries, and industrial policy.” 


Niels Helveg Petersen is happy with the Danish opt-outs 
in the Maastricht treaty—on which Denmark will vote 
on Tuesday after having voted “no” to the treaty itself 
on 2 June ‘ast year. 


But he pointed out that the Danish special arrangements 
do not automatically mean that Sweden and other appli- 
cant nations will also be granted special status. 


“The fact that Denmark has been a member for 20 years 
and has been a good member must be taken into account. 
A country which has met its obligations to the EC,” Niels 
Helveg Petersen said. 


There is a “fundamentally different situation” for the 
new applicant nations and that is why they have been 
forced to apply for membership on the basis of the whole 
Maastricht treaty, he said. 


“But far-reaching account will be taken of differences in 
the countries’ history, traditions, and culture. European 
cooperation is based on the assumption that account is 
taken of the diversity of member nations. Attention will 
also be paid to this aspect when it comes to new 
applicant nations,” Niels Helveg Petersen said. 


In Denmark there is often talk of a “little brother 
complex” in relation to Sweden. This could perhaps 
inspire fears in the Danish foreign minister that Sweden 
will become the dominant Nordic voice in the EC. 


“I do not fear anything of the sort. There is an excellent and 
fruitful competitiveness between Denmark and Sweden. but 
this must not be allowed to overshadow fundamental 
common interests. From time to time we will have the 
opportunity to chaff each other. Such things happen in the 
best of families,” Niels Helveg Petersen said. 


Prime Minister, Officials Discuss Maastricht Vote 


BR1705150693 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 17 May 93 p 2 


[Article by Slim Allagui: “No Third Referendum, 
Warned the Prime Minister”’] 


[Text] “There will be no third referendum.” Danish 
Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen (Social Demo- 
crat) was categoric on this subject to avoid tempting the 
electorate to vote again against the Maastricht Treaty on 
18 May. “The government will not resign, not even in 
case of a ‘No’ vote, which I hope and believe unlikely, so 
that supporters of European union will not change their 
colors just to get rid of the government in office.” 


A couple of days before the ballot, which is the fourth on the 
European Community, Mr. Rasmussen, polls in hand, is 
optimistic. “A ‘Yes’ vote on 18 May primarily will serve to 
end this period of uncertainty that we have been going 
through since 2 June 1992, to put an end to monetary 
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upheaval and pressures on the Danish krone, and to give us 
the means to fight unemployment,” which affects 12 percent 
of the labor force. one of Europe's highest rates. 


A Nightmare 


“I still remember one night in early February as a 
nightmare,” says Mr. Rasmussen. “That night, more 
than half of our reserves disappeared, under assault from 
speculators, and also showed the necessity for Denmark 
to join the European Union because it was our partners 
like Germany, France, Belgium, and the Netherlands 
that helped to save our currency from ruin.” 


Denmark “has no choice bul to say “Yes.” The other 
countries listened to us since our ‘No’ of 9 June. We 
obtair-d what we demanded at the last European 
summit in Edinburgh, 1.e., four exemptions that release 
us from the single currency, common policies on defense, 
asylum, and police, as well as European citizenship, yet 
they want more,’ wonders Ivar Noergaard, an expert of 
the Social Democrat Party, Parliament's major party. 


Citizens Have Reservations 


In spite of the support given by seven out of eight partes, 
employers, unions, and 44 out of 45 newspapers for a 
Maastricht Treaty tailored for the Danes, the man in the 
street still has reservations, however. More than a third 
of the population refuses to follow the recommendations 
of the representatives and continue to refuse a European 
Union that they do not want at any price. 


“We know where this union will lead us: straight toward 
a federation of a United States of Europe with a common 
defense and a single currency, even if the government 
pretends the opposite,” stated Drude Dahlerup, leader of 
the June Movement against “Maastricht.” 


As in June, women remain suspicious of this “men's 
union.” “We voted ‘No’ once and they have not 
respected our decision; it will once again be ‘No’,” 
proclaim a great many of them. According to those 
women, Europe still remains “bureaucratic, centralized, 
far from their day-to-day concerns,” in spite of the 
promises of openness, clarity, and democratization 
made by their leaders. 


A Fierce Campaign 


The referendum campaign was fierce the last few days. 
Feeling that the battle was lost, those fighting European 
Union resorted to advertising displays accusing among 
others Belgian Willy De Clercq, president of the European 
liberal parties, of having slipped away from a public debate 
in Copenhagen because the former Danish minister of 
foreign affairs had asked him. Why, asks the June Move- 
ment, recalling “that Mr. De Clercq is a sincere man who 
has not hidden his plans to transform the EC into a federal 
State with common foreign, military, and police policies.” 


The June Movement also invited British anti-Maastricht 
politicians to join their battle, provoking the anger of 
Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen. “They are not 
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welcome,” he affirms, “because they are only going to 
have their internal problems and their domestic quarrels 
surrounding Maastricht transposed to Denmark, hoping 
that a ‘No’ will overturn the ratification of the treaty in 
Great Britain.” A “No” hovers over Denmark, which 
joined Europe out of reason and not out of love. 


SF To Make Further Demands on EC Union 
After 18 May 


PM1705173093 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 15 May 93 p 4 


[Bo Jeppesen report: “SF Makes More Demands on EC 
Union” ] 


[Text] The Socialist People’s Party [SF] has developed a 
taste for making demands with regard to EC union. 


After the Danish “no™ to the Maastricht treaty last year the 
SF was one of the coauthors of the National Compromise, 
which contained the Danish demands put to the intergov- 
ernmental conference in Edinburgh. Now the SF is ready 
with new demands —this time after a “yes.” 


“The treaty and the Edinburgh agreement are not the 
solution, but the beginning of subsequent efforts. Our 
goal is a Denmarkization of Europe,” party leader 
Holger K. Nielsen said at the SF's last news conference 
before the referendum. 


A “Denmarkization” of Europe means that the other 
Nordic countries should have the same scope as Den- 
mark for a flexible membership of the EC. 


“The Danish Government is duty-bound to help them 
with special arrangements. They will not persuade their 
peoples to vote “yes if they do not achieve some special 
arrangements,” Holger K. Nielsen said. 


In addition to flexible EC cooperation, the SF is also 
demanding that the EC should give consideration to the 
environmental repercussions of all proposed directives, 
draft a white book on the environment, and transform 
the EC's agricultural policy into a greener policy. 


The SF is also demanding the appointment of an EC 
council which is designed to have a considerable influ- 
ence on the EC debate in the future. 


“To make the EC debate more democratic is must be 
brought out from behind the closed doors of the 
Folketing EC Committee. There must be hearings and 
other initiatives to make the debate more democratic, 
and here the EC council will play a prominent role,” 
Holger K. Nielsen said. 
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Finland 


* Plan for Emergency Alerting by Russian Nuclear 
Plants 


93EN0398A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 1 Apr 93 p 6 


[Article by Jussi Otalahti:: “Kola Nuclear Plant Being 
Connected to Alarm Monitored by Finns”) 


[Text] Lappeenranta—A direct alarm system to monitor 
a nuclear plant in the Kola Penisula from Finland is 
becoming reality. On the other hand, similar connections 
with the Sosnovy: Bon nuclear power plant will not be 
established until a few problems are worked out. 


The new connections from the Kola to Finland would be 
along phone lines. The interface between the Russian 
and Finnish telephone networks would be a computer 
contributed by Finland. 


The new setup would also alert us to radioactive precipitates 
originating elsewhere, as for example from Novaya Zemlya. 
Increased radioactivity in the Kola Peninsula could be 
detected even outside the vicinity of nuclear plants. 


This new connection would supplement the current 
alarm mechanisms which use satellites. 


Head inspector Janne Koivukoski from the Interior 
Ministry's rescue division affirms that the implementa- 
tion of the Kola connection will commence immediately 
upon official granting of finances. 


Russians will assume the maintenance of the computer 
being installed at the terminal of the line being set up by 
the Finnish firm Lappi-Tele. Findings will be monitored 
daily in Finland as well. If an alarm is triggered in the 
Kola it will be transmitted to Finland exactly like the 
alarms are at our own nuclear plants. 


It now appears that very soon Finns will be providing the 
Murmansk area with a computerized central station 
monitoring sensors at eight different localities. 


The computer has already been procured and its Russian 
operator has been named. The over 300,000 markkas in 
funding for equipment and training lacks only the final 
seal of approval. Altogether 390,000 additional markkas 
have been applied for by the project, but Sweden has 
agreed to help finance it. 


Just as soon as the financial requirements are met the 
Russian contact person will be invited to Turku for one 
week's training. After this he will return to Murmansk 
with the equipment and instruments. Personnel from 
Finland will inspect the installation before the moni- 
toring car begin. 


Koivukoski has no doubts about either the money or the 
performance of the network lines. The lines have been 
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tested by portable versions of the same equipment. The 
Russian telephone network will also be adequate for 
performing its function. 

Koivukoski says that it would be preferable to have more 
than eight sensors in the Kola, but that eight will suffice 
for an adequate monitoring. 


Sosnovyi Bor Requires More Money 


More money is needed for setting up a similar direct 
monitoring system in St. Petersburg area nuclear planis. 
The Russian proposal for monitoring the many plants in 
the area with 40 monitoring sensors would cost 1.5 
million markkas. 


Koivukoski feels that this is too costly. At the present the 
Finnish manufacturer of the equipment is trying to 
develop a less expensive version so that monitoring 
could be initiated. It is entirely uncertain if the moni- 
toring could commence yet this year. 


* Outlook for ‘Arctic Agriculture Support Area’ Dims 
93EN0398B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 2 Apr 93 p B 10 


{Article by Pellervo Alanen: “Arctic Support Zone Not 
Likely From EC Negotiations”} 


[Text] Making the Arctic agricultural support area part of 
EC legislation appears to be very improbable. The reason 
this is so is that Finland cannot seek modifications of the 
community's legislation prior to becoming a member 
nation. There is absolutely no precedent for modification of 
legislation as part of the negotiations process. 


Chairman of the Farm and Forest Producers Associa- 
tion, Heikki Haavisto, expressed these doubts at his 
Organization's press convention in Espoo. 


Spain attempted to implement a “desert agriculture” provi- 
sion on behalf of arid regions into legislation during its 
membership negotiations. This attempt was unsuccessful. 


One of the conditions set by Finland in the negotiations was 
that farming remain a viable means of earning a living. 
According to the Finnish position this means that a special 
Arctic agriculture support zone be established legislatively 
by the EC. Support would be given to farmers in those areas 
where the growing season is less than 190 days. This area 
would include all of Finland and all but the southernmost 
parts of Sweden and Norway. 


During negotiations this Arctic support zone might be 
rejected on the grounds that the Rome agreement, along 
with its supplement, the Maastricht agreement, and EC 
legislation be adopted as a condition for membership 
application. Finland confirmed acceptance of these con- 
ditions in its application and opening address. 


Negotiations can do no more than draft a proclamation 
about the desire for the Arctic farm support. All member 
nations must accept it. The only countries that have 
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expressed support for such an agricultural support zone 
thus far are Germany and Denmark, according to 
Haavisto’s information. 


Norway 


* Pro-EC Leader: Women ‘Afraid of Losing 
Entitlements’ 

93ENO0416A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
17 Apr 93 p 13 


{Article by Heidi Borud: “Radical EC Proponent Misses 
Her Fellow Women”™} 


[Text] European Movement’'s Signe Horn is tired of it 
being almost suspect to be a radical woman and an EC 
proponent. 


This weekend she will lead the European Movement's 
council meeting in Steinkjyer on women, EC, and welfare 


policy. 


She is pretty tired of being looked at as almost immoral 
and suspect because she is a woman, a radical, and an EC 
proponent. In the eyes of many, this is the worst possible 
combination. Knowing full well that a large majority of 
women are on the no side or in the don’t know group, 
Horn dares to take the position that it will be a great 
advantage for Norwegian women if Norway becomes a 
member of the EC. 


Urbane Social Democrat 


Signe Horn (33) is a radical citizen of Frogn who grew up 
on a farm in Lier. She is not among those who received 
Labor Party membership with their mother’s milk. She 
reported for duty five years ago. She was “surprised at 
the resilience” in the party. She also likes the “inherent 
sobriety” she thinks she finds in the Labor Party. 


“It us the only party where one can be enthusiastic both for 
and against the EC. The scope of the Labor Party 1s great. It 
is a people's party in the best sense of the word, which 
accommodates both the intellectuals and those who have a 
more down-to-earth approach to the tasks,” Horn said. 


Al present, she is city council secretary for the Rune Byerke 
city financial council, and she is a member of the European 
Movement's leadership. Previously, she worked im the 
Social Department, and she directed the government's 
information office for two years. She has been trained in 
political science at the University of Bergen. 


Welfare State 


She thinks that a strong welfare state can best be established 
within the framework of the EC. But the Europe Movement 
and those in favor of the EC generally speak little about the 
subjects that interest women, Horn thinks. 


“Those in favor of the EC have been too preoccupied 
with the economy. Now there must be more focus on 
what women are interested in. About a half million 








42 NORDIC COUNTRIES 


people today work for the public sector. The largest 
growth in jobs has been within the health care sector, and 
here 85 percent of the employees are women. A con- 
tinued strong public sector can best be assured if we join 
the EC,” the social democrat thinks. 


She points to an article in the magazine SYKEPLEIEN, in 
which the Danish nursing union expressed the pleasant 
surprise that EC membership has been for them. The 
Danish nurses union wants to have Norwegian nurses and 
women in general as fellow warnors in the EC. 


Fear of Losing Entitlements 


Why don’t those in favor of the EC have success with 
their arguments? Why do most women say no to the EC? 


“Women are probably afraid of losing hard-won mghts 
and welfare entitlements that we have fought for and 
won over many years. There is probably also fear of 
losing political influence when policy decisions move to 
Brussels,” Horn said. 


“For me, the EC is a radical alternative. It is within the 
EC system that we can best assure our welfare state and 
ensure a just distribution of benefits both nationally and 
internationally. It is also the organization that gives us 
the possibility of cooperating in a binding fashion on job 
problems, environmental challenges. and questions 
relating to peace and security. 


“Each country does not have its own ozone layer. The 
EC gives us a great possibility of solving common 
environmental problems,’ Horn said enthusiastically. 


Misses Fervor 


She misses greater fervor among EC proponents and a 
greater belief in the possibilities she thinks joining the 
EC will give. 


“Both the government and the European Movement lack 
engagement. Those in favor of the EC must not be afraid 
of using the word ‘union.’ Finally we have the chance to 
work within a policy-binding organ that can insure our 
peace and security,” Horn said. 


* Progress’ Hagen on Asylum Policy, Racism, Election 
93EN0428D Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
22 Apr 93 p 7 


[Interview with Progress Party leader Carl I. Hagen by 
Hilde Harbo and Geir Salvesen in Oslo; date not given: 
“Hagen: We Have Vacillated Too Much on the EC”’} 


[Text] “Give me extra strong curry sauce,” said Carl I. 
Hagen who is quick to take a strong offensive line—at 
least as far as food is concerned. 


We were sitting in Chinatown, a short stone's throw from 
the Storting building, watching the feet of people hur- 
rying by. Voters. Faithless voters who move from one 
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party to another just like customers who switch super- 
markets according to the latest sale. In this rat race the 
Progress Party [FrP] has already been labeled a loser. 


“People should not write off the Progress Party. Those 
who have already done so many times should have 
learned that by now.” said FrP veteran Hagen—the 
number one enfant terrible of Norwegian politics. The 
following day the party congress would begin, marking a 
double anniversary. The party is 20 years old and he 
himself can celebrate 15 years as party leader, or party 
chairman as they still call it in the FrP. 


He dismissed any talk about the party's poor opinion 
poll ratings. On the contrary, they have been better 
lately, he claimed. 


Clearer Fight 


{[AFTENPOSTEN] What do you have up your sleeve 
that might prevent you from taking a fall in the election” 


[Hagen] We will mount a much clearer fight against the 
Socialist Left Party [SV] and the Center Party [SP], 
which I call the Socialist Center Party. They want 
traditional socialism with strict social control 


[AFTENPOSTEN] Has the SV now become the populist 
party that the FrP used to be? 


[Hagen] We have had the same policy all along and have 
not changed it in step with popular opinion. That 1s what 
the SV does. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] A kind of opportunistic socialism, in 
other words” 


[Hagen] When the program of principle no longer suits 
Erik Solheim he just says it does not apply. If I had said 
something like that to our party group | would never 
have heard the end of it' 


[AFTENPOSTEN] But aren't you the new self- 
appointed dictator of the FrP who 1s sick and tired of so 
many people making decisions and messing things up” 


{Hagen} No, what I have said is that I will not consult 
others in the party as much before | give my opinion. 
The party group will also hear what | think sooner 


Course Set 


Hagen thinks the congress will be a calm and unifying 
event, despite what the press predicted earlier. He said 
the fight over the party's political course has already 
been settled before the congress. It was settled at the 
national executive committee meeting in February 


[AFTENPOSTEN] Why do you FrP people have such 
terrible quarrels? 


[Hagen] No disagreement or quarrel in the FrP is so 
small that a journalist can't make it into an issue. But it 
is clear that we who have individualistic tendencies are 
less submissive than those with collectivist sympathies. 
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[AFTENPOSTEN] Pal Atle Skjyervengen and Tor Mikkel 
Wara—the young crown princes of the FrP—are now on 
the way out. Is it possible that you yourself are partly 
responsible for this? 


[Hagen] I have thought about whether I made a mistake 
and if I should have stepped down and let them take 
over. When Pal Atle said he wanted to leave three years 
ago, I asked him if such an action on my part would 
make him change his mind. He said no. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] Does that mean you simply offered 
him the chairmanship on a platter? 


[Hagen] | would have been prepared to find a solution 
here. But I understand both Tor Mikkel and Pal Atle. 
They have been in politics since they were 18 years old 
and need to get some professional experience. 


Immigration 


[AFTENPOSTEN] You have now brought up the immi- 
grant issue in connection with the election campaign. 
Isn't that a desperate bid to save the party from being 
wiped out? 


[Hagen] No. It will be hard for Norwegian society if we 
cannot include debates on questions like this. But I have 
never contemplated making immigration a major issue 
in the campaign. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] But aren't you stirring up a lot of 
racist dirt? 


[Hagen] That kind of thing must be brought out in the 
open or it will become dangerous. And no party can 
safeguard itself against support from people whose sup- 
port it would rather do without. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] One of your representatives in More 
said that immigrants “breed like rats.” What do you say 
to people who talk like that? 


[Hagen] That they must stop talking as if they have 
attitudes they don't really have. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] Do you deny that there is racism in 
your party? 


[Hagen] The way people talk is often decisive. Some 
15-20 years ago many people said “nigger work” in 
referring to work they didn't like. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] What is the FrP’s new immigration 
policy in a nutshell? 


[Hagen] The most important requirement is that Norway 
must be the first country the asylum seeker has approached. 
We should not accept asylum seekers who have been in 
another country first. In addition humanitarian stays in 
Norway for people who do not acquire refugee status should 
depend on private charity. If the church, Save the Children, 
or others finance the stay, fine. But if nu one will do so it is 
even more unreasonable to make all taxpayers shoulder the 
expense through compulsory taxation. 
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Vacillation 


[AFTENPOSTEN] How can people rely on a party that 
has vacillated as much as yours has on the EC and the 
European Economic Area (EEA)? 


[Hagen] I accept the term vacillation for our behavior. 
But Gro Harlem Brundtland acted the same way when 
she linked the government's final EC response to what 
Fishenes Minister Jan Henry T. Olsen had to say when 
the time came. But it ts true that we have been especially 
indecisive. The party was not prepared to abandon the 
platform that a popular referendum should determine 
the entire EC issue in the 2nd. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] How did it feel to be called to 
account by your own county organization at the special 
annual meeting in September after Frdtjof Frank Gun- 
dersen and the EEA trouble” 


[Hagen] It was not very nice. 
[AFTENPOSTEN] Humiliating? 

[Hagen] Yes, humiliating and educational. 
[AFTENPOSTEN] What did you learn? 


[Hagen] We politicians must also be allowed to have some 
secrets, but I will use what I have jearned in the future. And 
| admit that I did not do a good job of handling the EEA 
issue last fall. | was caught offguard then. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] You say yes to the EC and no to the 
union. How do you reconcile that? 


[Hagen] We know there is mounting opposition to the 
union in several countnes and that it will hardly end up 
looking the way people think it will today. The EC is a 
continuous process, not a final product. If we are part of 
it—as I think we should be—it will be easier for us to 
influence developments and set limits. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] Do you think the union is a step 
toward a more socialist Europe? 


[Hagen] There is a lot in the union that is a step toward 
a socialist Europe and a step on the way to the end of the 
EC. This applies to such things as the social charter and 
regional subsidies. A joint central bank and stricter 
budget controls go in a more liberal direction. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] Are the Maastricht skeptics among 
the British Conservatives a model for you” 


[Hagen] I share their views. Margaret Thatcher and Bill 
Cash are qui. their Eurocriticism. 


Hagen was relaxed after eating his beef curry and did not 
seem as irritable and peevish as he did a few months ago. 


[Hagen] I have become more carefree after I decided to run 
things more myself. Now it is fun to visit the party associ- 
ations again and | am looking forward to the campaign. 
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[AFTENPOSTEN] Can you promise the voters that you 
will at least keep your pants on? 


{Hagen} Yes, both pants and shirt. | will make that 
campaign promise. 


* ‘Compromise’ Covers Internal Split in Left 
93EN0417A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
17 Apr 93 p 6 


{Article by Hilde Harbo: “Socialist Left Party Steers 
Clear of Fighting Openly for Power of Government”— 
introductory paragraph in boldface as published] 


[Text] By using compromise wording the Socialist Left 
Party has hushed up the split in the party as regards the 
government coalition with the Labor Party. 


There will be no public fight at the convention over how 
demanding the Socialist Left Party can be concerning the 
EEA [European Economic Area] should they enter into a 
coalition with the Labor Party. The proposal that was 
unanimously approved last night ensures that the party 
leaders, who are anxious to govern, will have some room 
to maneuver when they negotiate with the Labor Party 
about joining a coalition. 

At the same time, the faction that does not really want to be 
in a coalition with a Labor Party which favors the EEA 
thinks that the agreement will make such a coalition 
unworkable in practice. The possibilities for vague interpre- 
tations of the agreement have made all parties satisfied. 
The wording that united the factions says that “in case 
the Socialist Left Party should negotiate with a view to 
entering into a coalition during the Storting session of 
1993-96, the Socialist Left Party will base [their negoti- 
ations] on the premise that the coalition cannot prevent 
Norway from rescinding the EEA agreement. The 
Socialist Left Party will use their position in power to 
prevent further adjustments toward the EC to be made 
through the EEA or in any other way making a basis for 
an alternative economic system other than a liberal 
market economy.” 


Hans Ebbing, the laborite from Bergen who has a firm place 
on the party's left wing, has been instrumental in securing 
the Socialist Left Party's agreement to entering into a 
coalition. He was at the head of the original controversy, 
and it was he who also took the initiative in finding a 
compromise solution and withdrawing the proposal that 
would have brought the split out into the open. 


He and the onginal proposal from the Bergen Socialist Left 
Party demanded that any coalition partners accept 
rescinding the EEA agreement in order to enable the 
Socialist Left Party to negotiate a possible coalition at all. 
This would immediately have prevented the forming of a 
coalition and was quite unacceptable to the main party 
leaders. Had the proposal remained on the agenda, an 
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unpleasant debate and a vote would have taken place at the 
convention. Nobody wanted that, including the Ebbing 
faction. 


Ebbing explains the original proposal by saying that 
indications from the central party leaders as regards 
Participation in a coalition created anxiety in the 
Socialist Left Party in Bergen. 


“There was anxiety because there were indications that 
we might take on responsibility for governing without 
first clearing up some important problems in relation to 
the EEA,” he tells AFTENPOSTEN. Ebbing indicates 
that this proposal was made ir order to allow debate at 
the convention concerning the strategy related to the 
question of governing. 


“Such strategic considerations cannot simply be left to the 
Storting’s group and the central party machine,” he says. 


Ebbing and his cohorts realized the debate they 
wanted—albeit mostly in the hallways—and thus did not 
sacrifice much when they accepted a more cautious 
compromise wording. 


Both factions have shown caution when publicly pre- 
senting their interpretations of the agreement as that 
might threaten the compromise. The best Pau! Chaffey 
will do is saying that he interprets some things slightly 
differently from Ebbing. 


“Even though we will work for Norwegian repudiation of 
the EEA agreement, this agreement has also given us a 
basis for negotiations with the Labor Party without us 
being bound hand and foot. The important thing 1s that 
we can make the Labor Party change their view of the 
direction we should be headed in,” Chaffey says 


* Brundtland Rejects Coalition With Socialist Left 


93EN0428C Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
21 Apr 93 p4 


{Article by Eink Ramberg: “Joint Political Collaboration 
Rejected"”—introductory paragraph in boldface as pub- 
lished] 


[Text] The prime minister dismissed the idea of a political 
collaboration involving the Federation of Trade Unions (LO), 
the Labor Party (AP), and the Socialist Left Party (SV). 


“If anyone believes in a joint political collaboration 
involving the Socialist Left, the Labor Party, and the LO, 
they are talking as if the AP and the SV are one party. 
That would be the same as if we in the Labor Party said 
that in addition to the LO we can also have a similar 
political collaboration with the Federation of Profes- 
sional Associations (AF) and the Association of Voca- 
tional Unions (YS). There are many SV members in 
those organizations,” said Gro Harlem Brundtland. 


Yesterday afternoon she was a guesi at the national congress 
of the Norwegian Food, Beverage, and Tobacco Workers 
Association and gave the first speech in the general political 
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debate. During her speech Brundtland made it clear that the 
Labor Party needs the labor movement in the election 
campaign. It was after the debate at the urging of the press 
that she expressed her views on the SV and political collab- 
oration. It 1s obvious that Brundtland is not very pleased by 
the statements made by LO information chief Magne 
Nedregard at the SV national congress in Tonsberg. There 
he approved the party as a future LO cooperation partner in 
addition to the AP. 


Government Alternative 


Nor did Brundtland have any interest in SV leader Erik 
Solheim’s remarks on a government coalition made up 
of the Socialist Left, the Center Party, and a renewed 
Labor Party. She rejected such a coalition and felt the 
discussion has nothing to do with current reality. 


“The fact that the SV and Center Party (SP) leaders are 
discussing such government alternatives now has nothing to 
do with the real public debate. They are talking about things 
that are completely hypothetical and far removed from 
current reality and daily life,” Brundtland said. 


“We are facing tough negotiations with the EC and no 
one knows for sure when a referendum can be held. This 
les several years in the future. Now we must concentrate 
on the current situation,” the prime minister said. 


LO Leader 


Today LO leader Yngve Hagensen will mount the speaker's 
platform of the Oslo Labor Society where the Food, Bev- 
erage, and Tobacco Workers Association (NNN) is holding 
its congress to clarify where the LO really stands in relation 
to the Socialist Left Party. He sat at the back of the hall and 
listened to the prime minister's speech. 


“I will talk about the LO’s relations with the SV, that is 
all I have to say now,” the LO leader said yesterday 
evening. After hearing the prime minister's speech and 
the debate he hurried to the Trade Union Building to 
polish his speech. 


In her introduction to the debate at the NNN congress 
the prime minister made no reference to political collab- 
oration with the LO or possible future government 
alternatives. The prime minister received a standing 
ovation once yesterday and that was in honor of her 
birthday. NNN supports the European Economic Area 
(EEA) agreement, but there is strong opposition to the 
EC and most of the speeches in the debate were critical 
as a result of dissatisfaction with the government's 
initiatives to combat unemployment. 


However, Brundtland made it clear to the NNN mem- 
bers that we cannot divide up more than we produce and 
that with a deficit of 50 billion kroner in the national 
budget priorities must be established. 


The Socialist Left and the Conservative Party each came 
in for sharp criticism: 
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“It is no longer possible to eliminate high unemployment 
simply by making cuts—as the Conservatives want—or 
spending, as SV wants. If we cut back it will 
have a negative effect on employment. If we increase 
spending we wil! end up in an impossible situation in 
which all growth goes to pay for rising interest costs,” the 
May Day in Kristiansand 
The Kristiansand Joint Labor Organization did not approve 
opposition to the EEA as one of the principal slogans in this 
year’s May Day celebration. This paves the way for Prime 
Minister Brundtland to go through with her plans to speak 
in Kristiansand that day. When the Kristiansand organiza- 
tion met yesterday motions were made from the floor 
concerning principal slogans against both the EEA and the 
EC, but these were defeated by wide margins. Slogans of this 


kind would have made it extremely difficult for Brundtland 
to speak during the event. 


Sweden 


af Ugglas Views International Role in Bosnia 


PM1705 164493 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 13 May 93 p 2 


{Letter from Foreign Minister Margaretha af Ugglas: 
“We Must Do More in Bosnia!”’} 


[Text] It is regrettable that the international commu- 
nity’s approach to the civil war in Bosnia has been 
dominated by irresolution after the Bosnian Serbs’ deci- 
sion in Pale not to sign the Vance-Owen peace plan, at 
least for the time being. One reason for this irresolution 
seems to be the view that there is a choice between 
continuing with the sanctions against rump Yugoslavia 
or adopting offensive military measures in the form of 
bombing raids and helping to fully arm the Muslims, the 
conflict’s underdogs. 


I would like to start by pointing out that the sanctions 
which were tightened up most recently on 26 April seem 
to be biting more and more. The CSCE and the EC have 
been involved in making the UN sanctions more and 
more effective through careful monitoring. This 1s prob- 
ably the reason why Belgrade for the first time seems to 
be prepared to distance itself from its Serbian proteges in 
Bosnia who are naturally extraordinanly unwilling to 
give up the positions they have achieved through threats 
and violence. There is clearly a war and sanctions fatigue 
which has seized at least some advocates of a Greater 
Serbia in Serbia proper. What is important now is that 
the international community should exploit this situa- 
tion quickiy and should not, through its irresolution or 
disagreements, signal to the Serbian and Croatian 
extremists that they can continue to alter the map of 
Bosnia to their own advantage through ethnic cleansing. 


This could be achieved in several ways. First, the sanc- 
tions against rump Yugoslavia must be upheld with 
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undiminished force and sanctions monitoring must be 
further stepped up. In this latter respect there is still 
much to be done and later this week Sweden will take the 
initiative within the framework of the CSCE for the 
reinforcement of this monitoring. The pressure on Bel- 
grade must not cease until a political solution is in sight. 
It would be an illusion to think that President Milosevic 
has run out of ways of applying pressure on the recalci- 
trant Serbs in Bosnia. 


Second, more forceful measures are needed to protect 
the civilian population. The Security Council took an 
important step at the end of last week by increasing 
significantly the number of protected areas to include the 
multicultural cities of Sarajevo and Tuzla, for example. 
But the protection being given to these vulnerable areas 
is almost symbolic. It cannot be made credible other 
than through the redeployment and reinforcement of the 
UNPROFOR [UN Protection Force] forces. 


The United States has led the way for consultations 
about military action. Thus far, however, Washington 
has contented itself with promising ground forces only if 
and when a peace agreement is reached and in the 
meantime has threatened bombing raids to hasten such 
an agreement. As the EC's foreign ministers noted at 
their meeting in Brussels last Monday [10 May], it would 
now be logical for the United States to put forces at the 
disposal of the United Nations and help to make 
UNPROFOR militarily credible as a guarantor of the 
protected areas. When the Bosnian Serbs—and the 
Croats—see such a determination on the part of the 
international community, it is likely that they will be 
considerably less inclined to continue their operations. 


Another measure which would strengthen the credibility 
of the international community in the eyes of the parties 
involved would be the setting-up of international moni- 
toring forces on the border between Bosnia and Serbia. 
The task of such a force would be to take part in the 
monitoring of sanctions and guarantee the interruption 
of supplies of arms and other goods which the Belgrade 
government proclaimed against Serbian Bosnia when the 
Bosnian Serbs demonstrated their intractability in Pale. 
I have instructed the Swedish UN ambassador to sup- 
port this idea in talks with the secretary general. 


While it is up to the Secunty Council to decide on 
military action, it is the responsibility of the CSCE to 
tackle other aspects of crisis management in its geo- 
graphical area. Preventive measures are extraordinarily 
important in as inflammable a region as the Balkans. 
That is why the CSCE has sent missions to Kosovo and 
Macedonia to prevent the spread of the conflict to new 
areas. The day a reliable cease-fire is achieved the CSCE 
can make its contribution to rehabilitation and long- 
term conflict solution in today's areas of conflict. 


Through our involvement in UNPROFOR, through our 
considerable humanitarian aid chiefly through the UNHCR 
[United Nations High Commission for Refugees], and our 
leading role in the CSCE—covering both the monitoring of 
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sanctions and preventive operations—Sweden is shoul- 
dering its share of the responsibility for halting the violence 
in the former Yugoslavia. And at present we are demon- 
Strating a willingness to assume further obligations by 
preparing to recruit an infantry battalion for peace- 
promoting operations in Bosnia. Such an undertaking pre- 
supposes, however, that the Security Council reaches a 
decision on the implementation of the peace plan. 


War and sanctions fatigue seems now to be widespread in 
Belgrade. B:1 no one knows for how long. There is every 
reason for the international community to increase the 
pressure, in part through inspections along the border 
between Serbia and Bosnia. UNPROFOR needs to be 
regrouped and reinforced in order to be able to better 
protect vulnerable population centers. If in addition the 
supply lines to the Serbian aggressors and their supporters 
can be cut, this should also reduce the appetite for more of 
the politics of force amd for military operations. Diplomatic 
and political activity must continue. The international com- 
munity must not become exhausted by its efforts to create 
peace in the former Yugoslavia. 


Regime Seeks To Transfer Peacekeepers to Bosnia 


AU 1805095793 Paris AFP in English 0934 GMT 
18 May 93 


[Text] Stockholm, May 18 (AFP}—Sweden wants to 
transfer its U.N. peacekeepers now deployed in Lebanon 
and Cyprus to Bosnia-Herzegovina and will seek 
approval to do so from the U.N. secretary general, a 
Defense Ministry official said Tuesday. 


Michael Sahlin said cost was a consideration, since a bat- 
talion of 800 men that Sweden planned to send to Bosnia 
would cost an annual half a billion kronor (68 million 
dollars), which he said was a major sum for Sweden. 


This is more than Sweden's current annual budget for 
U.N. operations of 400 million kronor (55 million dol- 
lars), covering Swedish U.N. troops in Lebanon and 
Cyprus, a Nordic battalion in Macedonia and a military 
hospital in Somalia. 


Should the U.N. approve Sweden's request to withdraw 
the 500 troops in Lebanon and its 26 soldiers in Cyprus, 
the government must still get parliamentary approval to 
send the 800-troop contingent for the U.N. into Bosnia 
because of the risky nature of this mission, Sahlin said. 


He said Sweden was pushing for a quick response from 
the United Nations since the Riksdag, parliament, would 
adjourn for the summer between June 9 and October. 


Stumbling Blocks in EC Negotiations Examined 


PM 1805111093 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 13 May 93 p C2 


[Ingrid Hedstrom report: “EC Says ‘No’ to Bear Hunting”) 
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{Text} Today Sweden's EC negotuations begin in earnest. 
After a sluggish start the EC will now for the first ume 
discuss and reach a decision on the demands Sweden has 
made in the negotiations. 


The EC Commussion says “yes” to grouse hunting using 
snares and backseat seat belts in cars, but “no” to bear 
hunting and tax subsidies to promote exhaust gas purifica- 
won. 


There will be a thin document on the table when the EC 
ambassadors in Brussels sit down to discuss Sweden. 
Heavyweight issues like the alcohol monopoly, free trade 
in clothes and textiles, and free trade with the Baltic 
States will have to wait until later. Today it 1s demands 
relating to car exhaust gases, flora and fauna, and the 
EC's life assurance directive which will be raised. 


On Tuesday [1 1 May] the EC Commission's enlargement 
group handed over an initial file of recommendations 
relating to the Swedish demands to the EC Council of 
Ministers. The EC Commission prepares the negotia- 
tions, but it 1s member nations on the council which 
finally decide what the EC position ts to be. 


According to Swedish diplomats, the EC Commission ts 
expected to agree to the Swedish demand for a long 
transition peniod for Swedish adjustment to the EC's 
third life insurance directive. The adjustment will force 
Swedish insurance companies to sell a large part of their 
bonds and a transitional period is thought necessary in 
order not to create disturbances on the market. 


Several of the Swedish demands for special arrange- 
ments are to do with cars. Here the EC Commission will 
say “no” to tougher Swedish demands on the purifica- 
tion of exhaust gases from diesel engines in heavy trucks, 
but “yes” to the same demand for light trucks. 


There will also be a “no” from the commission to the 
Swedish demand to be allowed to use economic mea- 
sures, such as tax subsidies, in order to encourage 
environmentally frencly cars. Here the EC wants first to 
develop a system of its own. 


On the other hand, the commission thinks that Swedish 
regulations on seat belts in the backseat of cars are 
acceptable. 


In most cases the Swedish demands relating to animal 
life are given the green light. Swedish diplomats consider 
it a success that the Commission will permit grouse 
hunting using snares. 


However, there is a “no” on principle to bear hunting. 
The EC Commission makes reference to the Bern Con- 
vention which forbids bear hunting, but it also says that 
a closer look should be taken at the convention. 


But the weighty Swedish demands that have been made 
are still being scrutinized by the EC Commission: trade 
with the Baltics, Sweden's alcohol monopoly, and free 
trade in clothes and textiles. 
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As far as free trade with the Baltsc region is concerned 
Swedish negotiators are now optimistic. For one thing, 
the amount of trade involved is relatively small—2 
billion to 4 billion Swedish kronor. And for another, ut 
would be politically difficult for the EC to take action 
against Swedish support for the Baltic regoon at the same 
tume that the question o! support for Eastern and central 
Europe is moving up the Community's political agenda. 


However, ut wi"’ *e considerably more difficult to per- 
suade the EC th, sweden should be allowed to keep ts 
alcohol monopoly 


But the most difficult demand to have accepted will be the 
Swedish demand to be allowed to retain the free trade in 
clothes and textiles which was introduced in 1991 


EC countnes with a large textile industry—such as 
Portugal—are hoping to increase their trade with 
Sweden if Swedish restnctions are reintroduced and they 
fear that cheap textiles and clothing from China and 
Hong Kong will find their way onto the EC market via 
Sweden if free trade remains 


A new package of recommendations wii sucr be issued 
by the EC Commission. It remains to be seen how long 
the EC’s member nations will then take to reach agree- 
ment. At best a meeting of chief negotiators could be 
held at the end of May in the lead-up to the ministernal 
meeting on 8 June 


* Delors Tours Arctic Agricultural Area 


93EN04434 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 17 Apr ¥3 pC! 


{Article by Ingrid Jagerhorn: “Lapps Not Frnghtened by the 
EC "| 


[Text] In the barn at Lillkorsnas. 100 kilometers south of 
the Arctic Circle, Irene Oya, a farmer's wife and mother 
of small children, confronted the president of the EC 
Jacques Delors 


“What about the Norrland subsidy” she wondered, in 
the midst of her 4) mooing cows im her barn, neat 
enough to serve as a model 


lt was during the intense second day of Delors’ visit to 
Sweden that he was faced with what in EC connections 
has been given the name “Arctic agriculture.” 


The head of the EC Commussion was to be convinced on 
location that this cxotic corner of Europe had the nght to 
extra regional suppor moncy, both from Sweden and, in 
addition, from the EC's structural funds in the future 


That is why he was chasing around Norrbotten, together 
with Prime Minister Car! Bildt, European Minister Ulf 
Dinkelspiel, and Labor Market Minister Borye Hornlund 
and a large tail of officials and journalists in cight 
helicopters 








4x NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Jacques Delors was very positive and understanding 
toward Irene Oya and her husband Ulf Johanssor. But 
when he asked whether she felt reassured, she repled in 


a tough manner: 
“We'll see. It depends on the result of the negotrations.” 


Christina Huhtamak: from the Norrbotien provincial 
government argued in favor of how much better it was to 
have a subsidy which was based on production, not the 
number of cows. 


“It promotes efficiency,” she said. 


Delors looked at the 31 hectares of cultivated land, 
divided into |8 plots, stall covered by snow, and was told 
that the growing season was only 140 days, three months 
shorter than in southern Sweden. 


Jacques Delors exuded nothing but understanding 


“I have visited many small farms with many large 
problems in Europe.” he said to DAGENS NYHETER 
“And we have solved the problems within the EC. Why 
should we not be able to solve them here as well” 


“In principle the solution 1s not difficult for the EC. It is 
mostly technical changes that are needed in our regulations.” 


At the EC president's own request, the visit began with 
defense policy. The location was the Vidsel military air 
base, Europe's largest sealed-off area based on surface 
area and one of the most modern, to which the EC 
president's plane was escorted from the provincial 
border by two howling Viggen aircraft 


Provincial governor Gunnar Brodin of Norrbotten 
described the new situation on the Kola peninsula. and 
in that way the funding for Delors’ entire trp became a 
connection between security and regional policres 


“This 15 not a disadvantage.” Prime Minister Bildt said 
while Borje Hornlund was of the opinion that the regional 
policy was probably able to stand on 15 own legs 


Norrbotien would increase the EC's area by 10 percent 
bul its population only by half a percent. The space 1s 
close to one-third of France. but while France has 100 
inhabitants per square kilometer, Sweden has an average 
of 21 and Norrbotten only three 


Brodin showed a satellite map of the Nordic region taken 
from the North Pole, in which Stockholm was hardly 
visible at the horizon 


“And Brussels,” Brodin said, “1s far away on the pernphery ~ 
Then Jacques Delors laughed 


The vast wilderness areas were illustrated even more 
clearly from the air when the helcopiers swept on 
toward the Lapp village of Mala 


Here, just as at the farm, it was the women who did the 
talking. Regional Governor Gore! Bohlin of Vaster- 
botten introduced and two Lapp representatives, 
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Susanne Stenberg and Lilhan Andersson, managing 
director of newly started Ren Kvaliutet 1 Sapm: Litd.., 
called the shots. Many Lapps who keep reindeer regard 
the EC as a new, major, tempting market 


Today's Lapp with his plastic lasso, yuppie teddy bear, 
and motorized sled was present. And the new mobile 
slaughter houses are likely to have aroused interest even 
within the EC 


What Jacques Delors did not get to see was the demon- 
Strators, who were pushed away by the police. On an 
unsigned leaflet it said: “Welcome Jacques Delors' To 
our part of Europe. where we do not want to become a 
part of the European Union.” 


The EC president was taken by what he had seen, 
however 


“| am very impressed. It has been a constructive day, a 
happy day. | am glad to have seen all of this on the spot, 
the large distances, and how the Lapps practice their 
right of self-determination. It 1s important to respect the 
autonomy of minontes.” 


Foreign Ministry Contacts Iraq To Secure Swedes’ 
Release 

P1808 134893 Stockholm SUENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 15 May Vi ps 


{Mikael Holmstrom report “Secret Swedish Contacts 
With Iraq” ] 


[Excerpt] A special envoy from the Foreign Munistry 
leadership has met with Iraq: Deputy Prime Minister 
Tang Aziz in Baghdad in an attempt to win the release 
of the three imprisoned Swedes. The meeting took piace 
with the greatest discretion and 1s part of the attempts to 
persuade the regime in Baghdad that the Swedes’ release 
8 1n Irag’s Own interest 


The Foreign Ministry's special envoy to Baghdad has 
been Assistant Under Secretary Peter Tejler He os a 
member of the Foreign Minisiry Secretariat and 1s For- 
en Ministry Under Secretary of State Lars-Ake 
Nilsson’s closest aide 


A meeting between Peter Tejler and Tang ‘Aziz took 
place in the week betore Easter, During this same visit a 
letter from Foreign Muinister Margaretha af Ugglas was 
delivered to Iraq: Foreygn Minister Muhammad Sa‘id 
al-Sahha! by Peter Tejler 


In his capacity as former foreign minister and deputy 
prime minister Tang ‘Aziz 1s considered to be a key 
person when i comes to getting Saddam Husayn to 
pardon and release the Swedes. This is the first direct 
contact Sweden has had with Tariq ‘Aziz with regard to 
this matter 
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Envoy Peter Tejler was unwilling 10 comment on the 
meeting and referred instead to Under Secretary of State 
Lars-Ake Nilsson, who confirmed SVENSKA DAG- 
BLADET's information 


“It 1s correct that Tejler was received by Tang “Aziz, 
among others.” 


Have these contacts produced any results” 


“That 1s a question that | do not wish to comment on,” 
Lars-Ake Nilsson replied 


Tejler made a second tnp to Baghdad in Apmnil. It was 
Saddam Husayn’s birthday on 28 April and in the past 
he has pardoned prisoners on his birthday. However this 
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has not happened in recent years. But if 1s reasonable to 
assume that this opportunity was exploited by the 
Swedish side, even though no one dared hope for too 
much. 


Lars-Ake Nilsson and Peter Tejler also met Iraqi UN 
Ambassador Hamdun in New York when they visited 
the United States. As so many times in the past in 
contacts with Iraq: diplomats, Hamdun gave an indica- 
tion of a positive attitude. 


“Those on the Iraq side have again indicated that the 
matter will be resolved. Bul we have nothing concrete to 
hold on to im this respect.” Lars-Ake Nilsson said. 


[passage omitted] 
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Spokesman Says ‘Tough’ Negotiations on Skopje 
Continue 


NC1805 124793 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] The Greek Government is continuing tough nego- 
tiations on Skopje to reach a nationally acceptable solu- 
tion, starting from the position that the word Macedonia 
should not be included in the name, the government 
spokesman stated today [18 May]. 


Manginas also said there is no question of separating the 

confi ilding measures, which constitute a uni- 

tary package, and observed that the object of arbitration 

is the name. The government spokesman said that most 

probably, we will have one more phase of negotiations 

es ee eeeeee eee rw One eee See oe 
ined. 


Foreign Minister Meets Visiting Moldovan 
Counterpart 

NC1805152893 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1200 GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakonsiandinou met 
with Moldovan Foreign Minister Nicolae Tiu at noon 
today {18 May]. Their talks covered ways of developing 
bilateral cooperation in the political and economic 
fields. They also reviewed international issues with par- 
ticular emphasis on the problems in the greater area of 
the Balkans. The two ministers signed a protocol of 
cooperation between their ministries. The two countries 
have already began cooperation in the economic field, 
with positive prospects. Mr. Tiu met yesterday with 
Deputy Prime Minister Tzanis Tzannetakis and the 
Ministry of National Economy's general secretary. This 
is the first visit of a Moldovan official to our country. 


Albanian Prime Minister Arrives for Talks 


NC1605 165693 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1500 GMT 16 May 93 


{Text} Albanian Prime Minister Aleksander Gabriel 
Meksi has arrived in Athens. He will meet President 
Konstandinos Karamanlis tomorrow [17 May] and will 
have talks with Prme Minister Konstandinos Mitso- 
takis. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Viryinia Tsoudherou wel- 
comed the Albanian prime minister. Both Meksi and 
Tsoudherou described the visit as particularly significant 
and said that it will contribute to the development of 
bilateral relations. Meksi said his country hopes the 
[Macedonian] name issue will be resolved in a way that 
is satisfactory to all sides because resolving the issue 1s 
necessary for stability in the area. 
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Mitsotakis, Meksi Discuss Ties 
NC1705 133893 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1200 GMT 17 May 93 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis and 
his Albanian counterpart Aleksander Meksi described 
their talks today [17 May] in Athens and the agreements 
they signed as another step in the development of 
Greek-Albanian relations. There is a common desire to 
overcome or at least limit the obstacles to bilateral 
relations. The Albanian prime minister visited President 
Konstandinos Karamanlis at noon. Afterward, he met 
the Greek prime minister. The two delegations then held 
talks. Correspondent Angeliki Angelopoulou reports: 


[Begin recording} [Angelopoulou] The Greek-Albanian 
talks concluded with the signing of four agreements. 
Diverging views were expressed, mainly on the situation 
in Kosovo and Belgrade’s role. Among the bilateral 
issues Outstanding, that of the seasonal employment of 
Albanian workers in Greece was discussed. The Greek 
side emphasizes legalizing seasonal workers, who cur- 
rently number 200,000, the Greek prime minister said. 
We would be willing to sign a relevant agreement on 
condition that Albania could control its border. The two 
countnes have a common desire for economic coopera- 
tion, mainly regarding Greek investments in Albania 
and cooperation on the construction of big projects, an 
issue on which there will be direct contacts between the 
two countnes’ finance ministnes. Diverging views have 
been expressed on the situation in Kosovo. Albanian 
Prime Minister Meksi claimed that the Albanians of 
Kosovo are threatened with ethnic cleansing, which, he 
said, Albania would not accept. Naturally, he said, 
Albania would worry about the situation in the former 
Yugoslavia, because, as he put it, half the Albanian 
nation lives there. Mitsotakis stressed that the Serb 
leadership has no intention of proceeding with ethnic 
cleansing and Greece would categorically oppose some- 
thing like this, he said. As for Belgrade’s role, he stressed: 


[Mitsotakis] We have absolute confidence that today's 
Serbia honestly and decisively supports the Vance-Owen 
peace plan and | am not sure whether my Albanian 
counterpart believes the same. On other issues, as far as 
they concern the policy, | saw no disagreement. 


| Angelopoulou] For his part, the Albanian prime min- 
ister repeated his position that the Greek minority in 
Albania, based on the law approved recently, enjoys all 
rights provided by international law. But he questioned 
the size of the Greek minority living in the area from 
Sarante to Himare. 


The four agreements signed today cover judicial assis- 
tance, mutual execution of judicial decisions, the trans- 
port of convicts, and customs cooperation. [end 
recording] 
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The Albanian prime minister also met Stefanos Manos, 
the national economy and finance minister, and dis- 
cussed issues of economic bilateral cooperation. [passage 
omitted] 


No Ethnic Cleansing in Kosovo 
AU 1805093693 Tirana ATA in English 0814 18 May 93 


[Text] Tirana, May 18 (ATA}—In the press conference 
organized in his seat [as received], the premier of Greece 
Konstandinos Mitsotakis said that his country will 
follow in the future too a peaceful policy of good 
neighbourliness, guaranteeing that “in case the ethnic 
cleansing will be applied in Kosova, Greece will be 
against’. 


The Albanian Premier Meksi explained to reporters that 
the Albanian Government is not for the change of 
borders “but it will not allow a possible ethnic cleansing 
in Kosova”. He said that “we do not want that matters 
reach this point”’. 





Regarding the crisis in former Yugoslavia, Mr. Meksi 
reiterated that Albania has long since been for a correct 
and peaceful solution to this crisis. He said he had 
reserves for Serbia because “Bosnia’s example is one of 
the darkest pages of history”, adding that such ar 
example may occur in Kosova too. 


Mr. Mitsotakis declared to reporters that “Greece is 
against the ethnic cleansing of the Albanians” adding 
that “he was confident that Serbia itself will not do such 
a thing”. He also expressed his confidence regarding the 
Vance-Owen plan, which has failed so far. He told 
reporters that “Serbia has accepted Vance-Owen plan 
and is interested in the peace in the region”. He tried to 
create the impression that something positive is 
appearing in Belgrade. The Albanian Premier Meksi 
declared that “there will be no progress if tranquillity 
does not prevail in the Balkans”. 


Election Scenarios, Mitsotakis Strategy Viewed 


NC1605 183193 Athens KIRIAKATIKI 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 16 May 93 p 4 


[Report by Theodhoros Rousopoulos; quotation marks 
as published] 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 1s 
considering three dates for elections: June, October, and 
next April. Mitsotakis, who has no desire for them, does 
not hide from his close associates his intention to cad 
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the country to elections by submitting his resignation 
only in the event that the Skopje issue has a negative 
outcome. 


Speaking to the government committee, the prime min- 
ister described his view of a negative outcome to the 
issue. Based on our information, the prime minister's 
movements will be as follows: 


If the UN talks reach agreement on the name, the prime 
minister will bring the issue to the parliamentary group 
for approval. If the name does not satisfy the plenum of 
the parliamentary group and there are objections, Mit- 
sotakis’ decision will depend on the position of those 
who disagree. What does that mean? For example, if the 
prime minister accepts the inclusion of the word “Mace- 
donia”™ in Skopje’s name, it is certain that many deputies 
wili react and vote against it. Certainly, [former Foreign 
Minister Andonios] Samaras will get the chance he wants 
and announce the establishment of a new party with the 
participation of deputies from the governing party. Mit- 
sotakis will then find himself before elections. 


If the UN talks end in disagreement, the prime minister 
will have no reason to bring the issue to the parliamen- 
tary group or the Chamber of Deputies. Recently, the 
possibility that Mitsotakis will “break” the negotiations 
himself has increased. That is, Mitsotakis will break the 
negotiations if he realizes that there 1s no way for Greece 
to impose its position. As Mitsotakis would say, if he 
does this he will appear with an “upgraded image.” 


If the UN talks continue, the prime minister will have no 
reason to worry about elections. 


In an interview with French radio last Friday, the prime 
minister said that the talks may conclude by the end of 
the week. However, speaking to a close circle of associ- 
ates, he and many of his associates do not hesitate to 
predict that the talks will last much longer. 


{Macedonian President Kiro}] Gligorov will have elec- 
tions in October, consequently it 1s not in his interest to 
“close the issue now.” Mitsotakis does not want to 
prol ~g the issue but also has no reason to hurry. He is 
aware that Samaras is waiting for him to make a wrong 
move on the issue so that he can proceed. He also knows 
that the former foreign minister will face problems if the 
establishment of the new party is delayed because it will 
not have time to get well organized for elections. 


Therefore, if the Skopje issue is promoted soon and 
creates friction within New Democracy, elections will be 
held in June. If things go on until October and the 
scenario mentioned above 1s repeated, then elections will 
be held next fall. In any other case, Mitsotakis will go to 
the ballot boxes at the end of the four-year term, when 
Greece will have the EC presidency. [passage omitted] 
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Ecevit Criticzes U.S. Stance on B-H, Peace Plan 


TA1505181293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 15 May 93 


{Text] Democratic Left Party leader Bulent Ecevit has 
said that by shelving the plans for a military intervention 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the United States has given the 
Serbs the green light to reyect the peace plan. 


At a news conference in Ankara, Ecevit charged that by 
announcing that troops can be sent to Macedonia— 
where there is no fighting yet—the United States has 
shown that it has given up on saving the Muslims of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Ecevit claimed that Turkey is also shunning its historical 
res, onsibilities regarding Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Dutch Prime Minister Lubbers Arrives for Talks 


TA1705103293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 16 May 93 


[Text] Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers has arrived 
in Turkey on an official visit. The Dutch prime minister 
was ceremoniously received by Erdal Inonu, state min- 
ister and deputy prime minister, and Foreign Affairs 
Minister Hikmet Cetin. 


In the speech he delivered at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport, 
Inonu said that relations between Turkey and the Neth- 
erlands are developing harmoniously and consistently, 
adding that the Netherlands is at the top of the list of 
foreign investors in Turkey. 


Inonu pointed out that the visit of the guest pnme 
minister comes at a time when regional uncertainties are 
increasing, when dangers merely shift from place to place 
but do not disappear, when ethnic nationalist move- 
ments are awakening, when concepts of ethnic cleansing 
have emerged and taken a most unfortunate shape, and 
when local conflicts have intensified. Inonu said: In such 
a period, the need for Turkey to strengthen its coopera- 
tion and solidarity with Europe has increased. I believe 
that both countnes’ stands, which are basically very 
similar, will be furthered by these meetings. 


Lubbers stated that his visit coincides with a very special 
day and stressed the importance of these meetings at a 
time of various international controversies. Lubbers 
pointed out that Turkey has great importance in the 
region and added that various regional issues, as well 
measures to further develop bilateral economic relations, 
will be discussed at the meetings. 


Holds Talks With Inonu 


TA1705134793 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] The official Turkish-Dutch talks have started in 
Ankara. Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers, who 
arrived in Ankara on an official visit yesterday, called on 
Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu this morning and 
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conferred with him for some time. The Turkish and 
Dutch Foreign Ministers, Hikmet Cetin and Peter Koo- 
ijmans, also attended the meeting. After that, the official 
talks began, headed by Inonu and Lubbers. Bilateral 
political relations as well as international questions were 
discussed. 


After cochairing the official talks, Inonu and Lubbers 
attended the meeting between the Turkish and Dutch 
economic delegations. 


At this meeting, Acting Prime Minister Inonu briefed the 
Dutch businessmen on the Turkish economy. He 
pointed out that political stability has been achieved in 
Turkey, and that the presidential elections prove the 
success of the coalition government. 


Inonu said that the growth rate, which was 5.9 percent 
last year, is expected to be 5 percent in 1993. He stressed 
that Turkey is a country of opportunity for foreign 
investors. He also stated that the Turkish economy has a 
positive place in foreign markets. 


Discussing Turkey's economic relations with the Central 
Asian republics, Inonu said that Turkey has assumed the 
role of a constructive bridge between the Western world and 
these countries. He stressed that Turkey is not looking for 
competition in this new 60-muillion strong market. Turkey 1s 
ready, he said, to make joint investments and cooperate 
with every country that ts interested. 


Inonu pointed out that Turkish-Dutch economic rela- 
tions are developing in stability, and that there is no 
reason why this level should not be raised further. He 
then called on the Dutch businessmen to invest in the 
sectors of production, energy, and tourism. 


The meeting was attended by Foreign Minister Cetin, 
State Ministers Tansu Ciller and Mehmet Kahraman. 
Finance and Customs Minister Sumer Oral, Indusiry 
and Trade Minister Tahir Kose, Energy and Natural 
Resources Minister Ersin Faralyali, Labor and Social 
Security Minister Mehmet Mogultay, and Tourism Min- 
ister Abdulkadir Ates. 


This afternoon, Lubbers will be received separaicly by 
President Suleyman Demirel, and by Husamettin (in- 
doruk, speaker of the Turkish Grand National Assembly 


Continues Meetings in Ankara 


TA1705200093 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers was 
received by Husamettin Cindoruk, speaker of the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly [TGNA], in parlia- 
ment this afternoon. 


Cindoruk said that, as a stable and democratic country, 
Turkey will take its place in Europe. He pointed out that 
the relations between the parliaments and governments 
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of the two countnes are very good. The presence of the 
Dutch prime minister in Turkey, Cindoruk said, is proof 
of that. 


Lubbers said that the relations between Turkey and the 
Netherlands are excellent, and that the two countries 
must cooperate in various fields. Great duties await both 
countries, he said, in activating the principles cited in the 
Pans Charter. 


Lubbers said that the Netherlands sees Turkey as a demo- 
cratic and strong country. The Dutch prime minister said 
that the businessmen who came with him are studying the 
business Opportunities between the two countnes. 


Lubbers and his delegation then met with Acting TGNA 
Speaker Yildirim Avci, and a delegation composed of 
officials from the parties represented in the assembly. 


President Suleyman Demirel also received Ruud Lub- 
bers and conferred with him for some time. Foreign 
Minister Hikmet Cetin and Dutch Foreign Minister 
Peter Kooimans were also present at this meeting, 
which was held at the Cankaya Mansion. This was the 
first foreign contact President Demirel has held since 
assuming the presidency. 


Acting Prime Minister Inonu and Dutch Prime Minister 
Lubbers later held a joint news conference. Inonu said that 
the two countnes have similar views on the solution of 
current international questions concerning the two coun- 
tries. He added that Turkey and the Netherlands agree that 
the international community must take effective measures 
fast for the solution of these problems. Inonu said that there 
are no problems in Turkish-Dutch relations. He stated that 
at the meetings, the two sides discussed cooperation possi- 
bilities for contributing to peace, prosperity, and stability in 
Europe and in their regions. 


Inonu said that they confirmed that the Turkish workers 
in the Netherlands constitute a strong link in the fnend- 
ship between the two countnes. He added that they 
reviewed the issue of how the Turkish community can 
better assimilate with the people of that country. 


The acting prime minister said that this visit 1s enlight- 
ening for the Dutch businessmen who will be able to see 
Turkey's economic potential. He expressed the belief 
that the businessmen of the two countries will cooperate, 
especially in the Central Asian republics. 


The Dutch prime minister said that the presidential elec- 
tions held yesterday are proof of Turkish democracy and 
show its stability. He stated that Turkey's final place in the 
EC is full membership, but that there still exist fields which 
must be dealt with. He explained that at this stage it 1s 
impossible to draw up a timetable for full membership. 


Lubbers said that Turkey can act as a bridge in the 
development of relations between his country and the 
Central Asian republics. The Dutch prime minister 
pointed out that the Netherlands is at the top of the list 
of foreign investors in Turkey, adding that the volume of 
trade must be increased further. 
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Lubbers stressed that relations with the Turkish commu- 
nity in the Netherlands 1s very good. I do not think there 
will be any problems of assimilation, he said, because the 
two peoples are both tolerant. 


Meanwhile, the Dutch businessmen who came to Turkey 
with Lubbers had a meeting with State Minister Tansu 
Ciller. In a statement after the meeting, Ciller said that 
they discussed bilateral relations and the relations 
between Turkey and the EC. She said that the busi- 
nessmen are interested in the on! and natural gas pipe- 
lines from the Turkic republics to Turkey. She added 
that the agreements Turkey signed in this field are of 
interest to Europe 


Inonu Hosts Dinner 


TA1805090393 Ankara Turkive Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu has declared 
that European unity cannot be achieved without Turkey. 
Inonu hosted a dinner at the prime minister's residence 
tonight in honor of visiting Dutch Prime Minister Ruud 
Lubbers and the delegation accompanying him 


In a dinner toast, Inonu pointed out that Turkey wall be 
the first country to implement a customs union with the 
EC before becoming a full member. This will constitute 
a significant experience for both sides on the path to 
integration, Inonu remarked. Stressing that the interna- 
tional community will inevitably adopt more effective 
measures in Bosn.:3-Herzegovina and Karabakh. Inonu 
reiterated that Turkey 1s ready for any kind of coopera- 
tion to secure peace in these areas 


Inonu recounted that the seeds of Turkish-Dutch fnend- 
ship were sown 400 years ago, adding that the tulip ts the 
most beautiful symbol of the relations based on many 
common values 


In turn, Lubbers emphasized that the decision made by 
the Turkish-European Association Council, which con- 
vened last year, on the establishment of a dialogue on a 
higher level constitutes an important framework for the 
solution of problems. Lubbers said that the international 
community should not endorse further bloodshed in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, ethnic cleansing, or the acquisition 
of territory by force. The visiting minister noted that 
Turkey, which 1s loyal to democracy and whose role in 
international relations increased even further with the 
end of the Cold War, is a key country in its region 


Lubbers said that the Netherlands 1s closely following the 
reform work in the field of democratization and human 
rights in Turkey, adding that his country ts aware of the 
fact that terrorism in the southeast 1s slowing down the 
developments in this field. Referring to racist move- 
ments in Europe, Lubbers underlined that the Turkish 
community in the Netherlands 1s an important source of 
the cultural diversity in his country 











“4 TURKEY 


Lubbers Departs Ankara 
TA1805110393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] Dutch Pmme Minister Ruud Lubbers, who is 
currently on an official visit to Turkey, concluded his 
contacts in Ankara and departed for Istanbul this 
morning. He was seen off at Esenboga Airport by Acting 
Prime Minister Erdal Inonu, Foreign Minister Hikmet 
Cetin, and other officials. 


Inonu later replied to reporters’ questions. In answer to 
a question, Inonu said that the True Path Party [TPP] 
will choose its own leader and that there is absolutely no 
question of the Social Democratic Populist Party inter- 
fering in the internal affairs of another party. 
Responding to an alleged statement by Husamettin Cin- 
doruk, speaker of the Turkish Grand National Assembl? 
{[TGNA], to the effect that Inonu’s endorsement is also 
necessary for the TPP leadership candidate, Inonu 
declared that Cindoruk did not make such a statement. 
Inonu added: The TPP will decide on its leader by itself. 
There is no question of discussing this with another 
party. | would not interfere. This is something that will 
emerge from the congress of another party. 


In answer to a question about Cindoruk’s request for a 
meeting, Inonu remarked that Cindoruk did not request 
such a thing. Inonu added, however, that Cindoruk is the 
speaker of the TGNA and he will certainly speak to him. 


74 Kurds Request Permission To Use Turkish 


NC1505184593 Paris AFP in English 1810 GMT 
1S May 93 


[Text] Ankara, May 15 (AFP)}—Iraqi Kurd leaders, their 
people financially crippled by the removal from circula- 
tion by Baghdad of banknotes used in northern Iraq, 
approached Turkey Saturday for permission to use the 
Turkish lira in Kurd-held areas, sources said. 


They made their plea—part of an ongoing campaign for 
closer links with Ankara—to the Turkish foreign min- 
istry on behalf of the Kurdish population in northern 
Iraq which has been “left penniless” by the currency 
reform, a spokesman for Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) said here. 


Introducing the Turkish currency would put the 
economy of northern Iraq “back on its feet,” said Tala- 
bani's envoy Serdjil Kazzaz. 


Kazzaz was hopeful of a response from Ankara, which he 
said had agreed to look into the request. But the Turkish 
foreign ministry would not confirm an approach from 
the Kurds Saturday. 


Kazzaz also called for “urgent intervention” from the 
international anti-Iraqi coalition set up before the Gulf 
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War. Otherwise, he warned, a fresh exodus of Kurds 
towards the Turkish border could result, with “grave 


Since the end of the war in February 1991, the only link 
between Kurd-held territory in northern Iraq and the 
outside world has been the Iraq-Turkey border post at 
Habur. 


Kazzaz also repeated pleas for military aid to enable 
Kurds to defend themselves against Iraqi President 
Saddam Husayn’s troops who, he said, were “continuing 
to attack” Iraqi Kurdistan. 


Kazzaz said the PUK had already received weapons 
from Turkey—a supply line the Kurds previously denied 
existed. 


The PUK has long sought closer links with Turkey, 
mooting last summer the creation of a Turkish-Kurd 
federation which was rejected by Ankara as likely to 
destabilise the frontier zone with Iraq plus Syria and 
Iran, two other countries with sizeable Kurdish popula- 
tions. 


Inonu Answers Questions After Meeting Demirel 


TA1705040793 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 16 May 93 


[Text] President Suleyman Demirel received Acting 
Prime Minister Erdal Inonu at the Cankaya Mansion 
today and conferred with him for some time. In a 
statement after the meeting, Inonu said that he congrat- 
ulated Demirel and wished him success. Pointing out 
that he received the document on his becoming acting 
prime munister from Demirel, Inonu noted that the 
existing government will remain in office until a new 
government is established. 


In reply to a question, Inonu declared that the Council of 
Ministers will possibly convene on 20 May. Inonu 
remarked that the election of Demirel as president 
constitutes proof of the fact that the country’s demo- 
cratic structure has attained a certain maturity. 


Responding to reporters’ questions on his arrival at the 
Prime Minister's Office, Inonu said that he congratu- 
lated Demirel on his election and added: I hope that he 
will provide valuable services to our country and nation. 
Inonu stated that democracy is the rule of the people and 
in democratic countries leaders are elected in line with 
specific rules. He declared: We expect the new president 
to provide beneficial services for our country. We hope 
that we are entering an era in which the president will 
consolidate and promote our democracy within the 
framework of the rules stipulated by the Constitution. 


In answer to a question on the president's impartiality, 
Inonu remarked that impartiality is ordered by the 
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Constitution, adding: Mr. Demirel has always been an 
administrator who respects the Constitution and this 1s 
what I expect of him. 


People’s Toil Party ‘Will Support the President’ 
TA1705182193 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 17 May 93 


{Text} Mahmut Kilinc, acting leader of the People’s Toul 
Party [PTP], has said that the election of a civilian 
president by parliament will make positive contnbutions 
to the policies of the country. 


Alt a news conference in parliament, Kilinc said that the 
PTP will support the president in his efforts to solve the 
problems of the country. The PTP official stressed that 
everybody has the duty to ensure that the peace and 
quiet in the southeast continues. That problem, he said, 
must be solved democratically and peacefully. 


ANAP Leader Says Inonu Term Limited to 15 
Days 

TA1705182493 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] Motherland Party [ANAP] leader Mesut Yilmaz 
has said that under the Constitution, Erdal Inonu must 
not be acting prime minister for more than | 5 days. If he 
does, Yilmaz said, a serious legal problem will anise. 
Addressing an ANAP meeting, Yilmaz said: 


[Begin Yilmaz recording] Consequently, the acting pre- 
miership must end in 15 days and a new prime minister 
must be appointed. Another article of the Constitution 
says that if the Council of Ministers fails to receive a vote 
of confidence in 45 days, then the assembly must be 
disbanded. We expect our honorable president and the 
government parties in the assembly to act in line with 
these articles of the Constitution. [end recording] 


Yilmaz charged that all the problems of the country were 
delayed for a long time due to the presidential elections. 
He recalled that a new round of negotiations regarding 
Cyprus 1s to start on 25 May. He added: We are con- 
cerned about a serious lack of coordination regarding 
this matter because of the internal structure of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and Turkey's 
agenda. 


The ANAP leader recalled that the constitutional! 
amendment regarding the reorganization of private 
radios and televisions will be debated by the assembly 
tomorrow. He expressed the hope that the government 
parties will make the contribution they promised they 
would make to this issue. 


Inonu Disputes 15-Day Limit 
TA1705183693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu has said that, 
legally, there is no time limit to the post of acting prime 


TURKEY 55 


minister. Asked to comment on charges that the time 
limit 1s 15 days, Inonu said that he had the issue checked, 
and that there is no legal problem. He added: The | 5-day 
limit is for the post of acting minister, not that of acting 
prime minister. 


Inonu said that the country will not be without a 
government, and that the current government will con- 
tinue to fulfill its duties until a new government is 
established. 


Erbakan Calls For New Prime Minister Soon 


TA1705183393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] Prosperity Party leader Necmettin Erbakan has 
said that the government's duties ended when the pres- 
ident took his oath. A new prime minister must be 
appointed as soon as possible, he said. 


At a news conference in parliament, Erbakan said that 
the post of prime munister is now vacant, and you cannot 
have a person acting in a vacant post. He charged that it 
would be against the Constitution and custom to appoint 
a prime minister only after the extraordinary congress of 
the True Path Party. 


Interview With PKK Leader Abdullah Ocalan 


Part One: On Cease-Fire, Federation 


NC1505 142393 Istanbul OZGUR GUNDEM in Turkish 
26 Apr 93 p6 


[First of two installments of an interview with Workers 
Party of Kurdistan, PKK, leader Abdullah Ocalan by 
Sezai Sarioglu, place, date not given] 


[Text] [Sanoglu}] Both of your news conferences on 
declaring a cease-fire were widely discussed by the 
domestic and international public, and 1n the aftermath, 
political circles started forming new positions, specula- 
ton, and strategies. Could you comment on the distinc- 
tion between political struggle and armed struggle, and 
between a cease-fire and laying down arms? 


{Ocalan} In fact, the process we launched during the two 
news conferences and which 1s gradually gaining 
momentum has played a determining role in shaping 
Turkey's political agenda and has forced it to formulate 
a new political strategy. This has affected not only the 
State, but also various strata of the population. This is a 
turning point not only for the Kurdish problem, but also 
for democracy in Turkey. Misconceptions and efforts to 
misconsirue the statements made, however, are not 
minor. Although it is not difficult to grasp the difference 
between political and armed struggle, the press has tned 
to distort this. 


Above all, a cease-fire does not mean laying down arms. 
It does not even mean slowing the process of building up 
an army. Its meaning 1s very clear, and let me stress it 
once more: The cease- fire 1s an arrangement on our part 
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to open up the road to democracy, and, to a certain 
extent, to peace; it aims at drawing large masses and 
democratic factions into the arena of the struggle, at 
creating new conditions by paying attention to the 
masses’ criticism, and at utilizing these conditions with 
the help of comprehensive forces. 


Let me say at once that meaningless criticism also was 
leveled by the left in Turkey. They pointed out the 
gravity of laying down arms. | do not think that those 
who said this have any idea what we are going through in 
this armed struggle, or that they can grasp the real 
situation. They are talking off the tops of their heads. | 
do not think that they are able to make a healthy 
distinction between reformism and revolution. The cnit- 
icism and views expressed are rather superficial. 


Now let us look at the officials’ stance. It has been 
observed that they have not even come up with the 
slightest policy despite our flexible approach and 
advancement of minimum demands. If, as is claimed, we 
have moved into the reformist camp and are opting for 
reconciliation, then why ts the other side not taking any 
steps? Regardless of whether it takes a step or not, it is 
obvious that we have not shifted to the mght or to 
reformism. Our goal is to focus attention on our 
problem. It even aims at reintroducing revolutionary 
democracy on Turkey's agenda and at reinvigorating our 
dwindling socialism. Besides, not all reform is bad, 
including the fulfillment of our minimum demands by a 
reactionary and conservative government. 


The cease-fire was an important step that brought about 
significant results and served the revolution. There are 
many similar examples of this in history. The cease-fire 
has been important, even though the [Turkish Army's] 
operations have not lost their intensity; it generated 
important political results and averted the distortion of 
concepts. For example, it has clarified the issue of 
terrorism. It has now become obvious who is pinning 
hopes on terrorism, who ts constantly evading a political 
solution to the problems, who is opposed to the democ- 
ratization process, and who is brushing aside the 
peaceful method. This is now clear to the Turkish and 
world public. Furthermore, many governments have 
revised their policies and are opting to establish compre- 
hensive relations [with the PKK]. The options for Tur- 
key’s policies have been curtailed considerably. The 
propaganda aimed at depicting the PKK as a separatist 
organization bent on violence has been shattered. The 
government has been cornered, even domestically. 


These are not minor developments. In particular, our 
cooperation [with other Kurdish parties] has attracted 
the Turkish people's interest and sympathy for our 
problem. The biased ideas expressed by the press have 
changed considerably. The press now has attempted to 
see that the Kurdish problem is not a “bogeyman,” but 
the most important problem facing our democracy, and 
that Turkey will develop more soundly if this problem 1s 
solved, and that this 1s possible. 
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Having said this, let me also clarify the following point: 
There can be no question of the guermilas on the moun- 
tains coming down. The mountain guernilas’ purpose is 
to achieve certain political objectives. As long as these 
objectives remain unfulfilled, those on the mountains 
will grow both in number and caliber. Hence, our polit- 
ical steps are at least as profound as the effects of our 
armed struggle. Some call this a “peace” or “political” 
offensive. In reality, this 1s an offensive to obtain recog- 
nition. This move on our part will now start impressing 
the people and specially the other democratic revolu- 
tionary forces. This is a newly launched process, and we 
are hopeful of its results. 


{Sarioglu}] The way the war in the south [Turkish opera- 
tion in northern Iraq last year] 1s being assessed contnb- 
utes to the misconception that you want to dispel. It 1s 
being said that the PKK was defeated muilitanly, physi- 
cally, morally, and politically during this war. Hence, 
your cease-fire move is seen as a sign of weakness, not 
strength, whereas you are saying that “the PKK redi- 
fected its attention to more important projects and into 
other channels.” What really took place during the war in 
the south” 


[Ocalan] I understand your question. The claim 1s: “The 
PKK’s back was broken during the war in the south. We 
put the squeeze on them during the winter, the organi- 
zation is unable to breathe, it 1s now unable to receive 
foreign assistance—in particular i can no longer take 
shelter in Syria—and therefore, 1 nade this call to the 
government because it had no other choice.” 


This is a wish pandered by the government and pre- 
sented to the public with some embellishment. 


On my part, I showed through tangible facts that the 
situation 18 the other way around. The war in the south 
put a final end to the period of Kurdistan-wide clashe, 
with the southern forces [clashes between the PKK anu 
the Kurdish Front) and opened the way to a broad 
system of alliances. And as you saw, [Patnotic Union of 
Kurdistan leader Jalal] Talabani was sitting with me at 
the news conferences and replied to many of the ques- 
tions. The political circles in Turkey are aware that at 
present, our military and political situation in the south 
18 far better, that we have secured an important position 
with regard to organizations and the people, and that 
even the “federated state” [northern Iraq under Kurdish 
control] 1s evolving within the PKK’s general political 
framework. The Turkish Government also knows this. In 
short, we did not lose, but instead gained power as a 
result of the war in the south. We also announced the 
number of our martyrs as being around | 30. They falsely 
quoted me as saying it was 2.000. What | said was: “Had 
we not taken measures, our losses could have reached 
2,000." They changed the “could have” to “has been.” 
We have the final count, and all! the names are known 
Some of the deaths resulted from mistakes, and other- 
wise we would have had only 100 losses in that war 
What 1s really important is that we gained major expe- 
rence in this war. This war increased our prestige in the 
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eyes of the southern people, which has helped our 
southern camp to function excellently. | am engaged in 
certain activities. These are important developments. | 
ask myself if the government, faced with these facts, will 
have the audacity to announce that i has broken our 
backs, or whether 1 wall fool itself. 


The operations [by Turkish troops against the PKK 
inside Turkey] also are being incorrectly assessed. These 
operations actually have been ineffective. Not even a 
handful of guernilas has been eliminated. Massive oper- 
ations were lunched in Dersim, Agn, Amed [Diuyarba- 
kir], Botan, Hazran, Mardin and other regions at the cost 
of tnihons of lira. The results are insubstantial. Our 
ranks redoubied after the war in the south. Take Amed; 
if our strength there was 500, 1 1s now 1,000. This ts 
same for all the regions; that is, our forces have redou- 
bled. Add to this the arms buildup and effective public 
relations, and I see growth and have said so openly. That 
is why I find unrealistic the government's claim that “the 
guernilas are making this offer because they suffered 
heavy losses and can no longer defend themselves.” 


This also is the case in terms of international support. 
We have reached the stage of conducting successful 
diplomacy in the Middle East, Europe, and the United 
States. You could include the Caucasus, too. We carry 
almost the same amount of weight as the Turkish embas- 
sies in almost all countnes. Let the government tell the 
public, if it can, to which international fields we have a 
limited access and where on earth we are unable to be 
active. The government had to make certain heartening 
Statements marking its SO0th day in power and tned to 
convey an image of success against what it called “ter- 
rorism.”” It might try to create the illusion of an impres- 
sive record of success by claiming: “I silenced terromsm 
or at least | forced it to bow before me.” But we actualls 
have been able to forge a well-organized military force 
and political position, and their impacts are felt not only 
in Kurdistan and the Middle East, but throughout the 
world. What 1s most important is that Turkey also 1s 
coming under this influence. 


{Sarioglu] There also is the federation question. You 
have said something like “a federation in the Middle 
East is a necessary form of organization.” 


[Ocalan] Federation is another issue that 1s being dis- 
torted. Does a federation harm and forgo independence’ 
No. A democratically developed federation 1s not detn- 
mental to independence, it does not mean rejecting 
independence, but further developing it. By saying fed- 


eration, | mean that the units—national! units, units of 


sundered nations, or certain national groups reflecting 
cultural differences—should freely organize themselves, 
including organization at the political and statehood 
levels, and pursue their own political interests. In this 
sense we are organized both politically and militarily 
But we do not want to further this in an extremely 
separatist and isolated manner trom others We want 
unity with other groups, such as cultural groups. other 
units of the nation, and other ethnic groups. This 1s the 





TURKEY 57 


basic 1dea behind the federation. The existing unitary 
State structures are extremely nationalistic. There are 
different cultural and ethnic groups in Turkey and even 
sectarian and regiona! groupings among the Turks. For 
example, provinces such as those existing in Europe, 
Germany, and the United States could be considered for 
the Black Sea coast. Here we are talking about local 
assemblies and administrations. Let us call it “the pro- 
vincial system.” A provincial system should work 
because we have so many minorities and regional differ- 
ences. Kurdistan is huge and in itself includes other 
minorities. We could consider a sysiem more advanced 
and political than the provincial one and call it a 
“federation.” A federation is a highly realistic approach 
and 1s being implemented in many places. Despite 
claims of a “breakup,” such an arrangement still exists in 
the former Soviet Union. New systems are emerging in 
Europe that could be considered forms of federation, 
and they could develop further. The point 1s, we need 
systems for uniting. especially in Turkey. A federation ts 
necessary as far as our national problems are concerned. 
4 federation 1s also needed in the Middle East. For 
example, Iran can protect its unity only through a 
federation. The Arabs have already established their 
federation to a certain extent. The Kurds exist in three 
nations. A federation in Iran, a federation in Iraq, and a 
federation in Turkey equal a federation in the Middle 
East. The federation to be established by the Kurds with 
these three nations 1s tantamount to forming a federation 
in the Middle East, and this 1s an ideal thing to do, 
especially if we add to this Kurdistan’s geography. Kur- 
distan has water, oi), and similar resources from which 
everyone would like to benefit. It has oil, and in partic- 
ular, a location that links almost al! the nations in the 
Middle East. All this indicates that Kurdistan would play 
a key role in such a federation. Besides, a federation 
based on a revolution, a federation to be forged with a 
democratic character, would mean a giant step forward 
for democracy in the Middle East. It also could greatly 
contribute to the consistent democratization of the 
regional states, which were formed on weak and nation- 
alistic foundations following World War |, and which 
somehow could never implement democracy. It would 
be an important step toward gaining independence and 
democracy. This is the basis on which we are developing 
the revolution in Kurdistan. This 1s what we meant when 
we used to say that “the Kurdistan revolution could form 
a foundation for a federated Middle Easi.” 


[Sarioglu] In extending your cease-fire, “recognizing the 
Kurdish language and forming a constitutional and legal 
framework” were among the demands you put forward 
There are two crucial problems here: Could this reduce 
the national problem to solving the linguistic and cul- 
tural issues’ Could this be seen merely as a question of 
legal readjustments’ 


[Ocalan] The government ts trying to close the case ina 
reactionary manner. It 1s trying to assuage the mght of 
self- determination on the basis of the people's revolu- 
tionary-democratic intiiative by saying that “it wall be 
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enough if we give them a radio and television station and 
squeeze the Kurdish identity into a few laws.” This is 
how the government sees the problem, and certain 
bourgeois-liberal circles also want to finish off the issue 
in this manner. But our position 1s considerably different 
both in approach and content. Lifting the pressure on a 
culture cannot even be considered serous reform; it is a 
natural right. The path for further progress must be left 
open. Mentioning the Kurdish identity in certain laws 
also cannot be considered major reform. They might do 
this simply to hide their ugliness and their unacceptable 
behavior from the international community. They could 
do this without even recognizing us as their counterparts. 
This is not the way to solve the problem. An acceptable 
solution is one based on equality and freedom. The 
Kurdish reality is taking shape based on a popular 
initiative characterized by freedom and democracy. 


It 1s being said: “Let those on the mountains come down, 
and let there be no [Kurdish] security force.” They say: 
“Let there be no Kurdish political force. and Kurds 
should be given only a bit of freedom.” That 1s, they are 
saying something like this: “As you can see, their name 1s 
mentioned in the laws, everything has already been 
solved for them in Turkey; let them come and accept this 
solution.” Shall we call this a unitary state approach? 
Such a stance means to push the problem uphill from the 
very start. The Kurds will have to organize themselves as 
a guerrilla security force. They will need political parties 
as well as a parliament. A local or a federal govern- 
ment—that is, an executive power—must be formed. At 
the same time, we are saying that these institutions will 
be open for unification with Turkey. We could consider 
a federal parliament, a federal government, and even a 
reorganized army. Such joint institutions to be formed 
by the two peoples and minorities could develop further 
on new principles and through democratic means. Here 
we are talking about legalization that guarantees such a 
trend. This should be taken as the basis for reformulating 
the Constitution and laws. This is what I mean by 
legalization. This 1s possible in Turkey by reforming the 
laws and judicial institutions. | stressed that we are open 
to radical reform. The way | pose the question 1s very 
clear. To misinterpret this, or to claim that “we have 
abandoned revolution and gotten caught up in reform- 
ism"’—such criticism 1s coming from the Left—means 
the current political assessments have been misunder- 
stood. I think that, in a way. the Left 1s repeating what 
the government is saying. The Left has not expanded on 
what the government has said do far. Neither Turkey's 
Left—here we should not generalize—nor the govern- 
ment is attempting to comprehend the depth of the 
matter and the possibilities it has revealed. Things are a 
bit different than that. 


Part Two: On Forming Front, Congress 
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[Second of two installments of an interview with 
Workers Party of Kurdistan, PKK, leader Abdullah 


Ocalan by Sezai Sarioglu, place, date not given] 
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[Text] [Sarioglu] Yet another step in the political initia- 
tive, or toward forming new institutions, 1s the issue of 
KUM [Kurdistan Ulusal Meclisi—Kurdistan National 
Congress], which is already under discussion and has 
gained some success. What needs gave rise to the KUM, 
and what sort of role will it play? 


[Ocalan] I have spoken about this issue before. The latest 
developments concern the formation of a united front. 
The protocol on unity we concluded with Kurdistan 
Socialist Party (PSK) leader Burkay could be considered 
as the foundation for such a united front. In fact, such a 
front could soon become reality. Once this is achieved, | 
think the issue of the National Congress will gain sub- 
stance. Scheduling the congress arose from a need. Every 
national movement has a congress issue: it arises at the 
beginning, the middle, or the end of the movement. We 
have vanous examples, such as the Afncan National 
Congress, the Congress Party in India, and so on. Many 
organizations were formed by a congress. Ours is not 
exactly the same. In our case, we had a party [PKA]. 
which from the very start conducted a strict ideological 
and political struggle. This party helped advance the 
national movement, and resorting to popular uprisings 
raised it to a new level; that 1s, in this way a truly popular 
movement has arisen. For this reason we believe that 
“there are excellent foundations for a congress.’ Various 
classes and strata have been drawn into this matter. The 
only missing link was the position of the other groups 
and organizations. Now there is some trend towards 
unification among these groups. This means that in view 
of these conditions, transforming the Kurdish move- 
ment into a congress 1s both realistic and could satisfy an 
unprecedented need. | think that many organizations 
will feel they are ready for this. Forming a lega! party {in 
Turkey] ts not an impediment to the congress, but rather 
the idea 1s to use this party as an instrument of support 
for the congress. The efforts to form a congress may bear 
fruit in the coming days or months. We could even call 
this the “Front’s Congress.” We could even insert into 
this issue the debate on including other areas [Iraqi and 
Iranian Kurdistan] in this congress. | believe there 1s 
always a need for a Kurdistan-wide congress. But what 1s 
now important and practical 1s forming a congress in 
northern Kurdistan [southeast Turkey]. We believe this 
should be our first step. We would like it to develop as 
the congress of a proclaimed front 


[Sanoglu] How will the KUM function as a legislative 
and executive organ” Will it be a workers’ congress’ It 1s 
obvious that it will not be a socialist congress. How wil! 
it differ from the bourgeois-democratic parliaments” 
Can you describe the form it will take” 


[Ocalan] Undoubtedly. We could cite the parhament in 
the south [Kurdish area in northern Iraq] as an example 
That parliament 1s a feudal-bourgeois one in which the 
workers’ influence 1s limited, whereas—and let me say 
this explicitly—the congress in the north [in Turkey] will 
be a democratic and populist one, mt will even be a 
revolutionary congress. The traditional dignitanes and 
landlords could also participate in it, of course, but in my 








TBIS-WEL-93-0%4 
18 May 1993 


view, their share of seats will be very limited. Let alone 
playing a leading role, there is hardly any chance for 
them to influence the trends. The poor rural workers and 
the small! bourgeois laborers of the cities will support the 
current dynamism with their overwhelming presence at 
the congress. These strata will form the social founda- 
tions of the movement in the north; hence, their influ- 
ence over the congress will be inevitable. 


I don't think we will have that much problem regarding 
the grassroots of the organizations; that is, every organi- 
zation should make its voice heard, act more democrat- 
ically, and allow pluralism. We will try to be extremely 
tolerant regarding this issue. We have the overwhelming 
support of the masses. We do not think it nght to muffle 
others’ voices by transforming this popular support into 
a source of votes. Although we have military power, we 
are not thinking of using it to pressure others. There are 
basic principles here that we should take into account. 
The national movement in the north is a genuine popular 
movement, it is highly democratic. If this principle is 
respected, then pluralism is assured and there will be a 
chance for vanous views to coexist. But the mentality 
should not exist that says: “Now that we have the 
opportunity, let us renounce the struggle, disregard the 
armed struggle; let us undermine the workers’ initiative 
and occupy more positions than we deserve; let us enter 
into intngues.” This would be a miscalculation and 
would misfire. But if the [other organizations] choose 
their station well, then they could make a meaningful 
contribution. This advice also is directed toward the 
forces in southern Kurdistan. While not denying their 
existence, we will react if they try to block the path of the 
popular initiative; that is, if they continue to act in an 
antidemocratic manner. This antidemocratic behavior 
was one of the causes of the war [the Turkish operation 
in northern Iraq last year). They have to be a bit open to 
the popular initiative, they should consent to free 
activity and political work. 


In summing up, we could say: A Kurdistan-wide con- 
gress will neither be composed exclusively of feudal- 
comprador bourgeoisie, nor of socialists. In my view, 
neither of them is much of an answer to the current 
situation. Feudalism and comprador-capitalism in Kur- 
distan cannot influence such a revolutionary movement, 
any effort in that direction will be in vain. We will not 
achieve a socialist congress either, despite the fact that. 
in our view, a socialist democracy would be pluralistic. 
But even if a socialist congress is elected, it will be too 
early to declare it a socialist-democratic congress 
because such a description would not be that compatible 
with the existing situation. In basic terms, the Kurdistan 
Congress will be a popular assembly. The minorities also 
will be included in it. There could be broad participation 
by all classes and strata, provided they do not engage in 
activities against the revolution, are open to democratic 
methods, and are not antisocialist. 


[Sarioglu] Is there a msk of losing the revolutionary gains 
by resorting to other methods? This concern arises 
because of the nature of new institutions, in addition to 
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the possible mustakes that might be made. History pro- 
vides many examples. Will the KUM not become alien- 
ated from the force that created it in the first place? 


[Ocalan] If the force sustaining the revolution does not 
betray the revolution, then it wrill be difficult for such 
institutions to become ossified and alienated from the 
people, and besides, such a threat could be surmounted 
by a new political surge. We have a gushing spring that 
eventually will wash away such dirt. This spring ts 
gushing forth and will cleanse away such rusty residue. 
So, this 1s the situation. Therefore, | am warning: Even 
the government wants to use us, and in their own eyes 
they might be justified in doing so; many other forces 
might want to make use of us. But no one should forget 
that the revolution also has the mght to make use of 
others. It 1s the revolution’s prerogative to make the 
most justified and best use of others. I expect everyone to 
grasp this fact. I frequently issue warnings on this point: 
The revolution has not ended. It has its own rules. The 
revolution’s claim on Turkey has not ended. It 1s vital for 
all circles to be aware of this fact, otherwise, there could 
be a return to fierce fighting. A war in the north might 
spill over into the south. Although we do not wish such a 
thing, the way could be opened for such a clash if there 1s 
a persistent attempt to dry up the sources of the revolu- 
tion, distort the aims of the revolution, turn it into a 
bureaucracy incompatible with its essence by resorting to 
ossification, or to reduce it to the role of a landlord. It 1s 
obvious that the revolution will not be the losing side 


[Sarioglu] What will be your personal role during such a 
congress? Will you assume a position as spiritual leader” 


[Ocalan] For me, rendering service is the important 
thing. I have been engaged [in the revolution] from the 
start. If need be, and if | have the opportunity, I will 
make a speech. | will make such contnbutions. But 
essentially the role of the congressmen will be different 
from mine. An ideological and revolutionary movement 
cannot shut itself up in a congress. Activity in the 
congress and keeping the way [of struggle] open and 
furthering it are different things. There also 1s ideological 
leadership, class leadership. and social leadership, which 
are more in demand. 


[Sanoglu] During your news conference you said that 
building up the army will continue. It 1s being said that 
there are more than 10,000 guernilas. How will the 
ARGK /People’s Liberation Army of Kurdistan] of 
today differ from the future one” 


[Ocalan] We never regarded the guerrillas or the army as 
forces above the people. Since their establishment we 
have seen them as forces taking part in economic pro- 
duction and serving the people. We never had a tradi- 
tional view of the army as a show of force. In our case, 
guernila means a perfected political organization. It is a 
field in which our people discover, develop, and democ- 
ratize themselves. Women, minorities, and Turks also 
join it. For that reason, we want to maintain the guerrilla 
force as such a broad- based institution. Hence, we are 
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forming the guernila force in such a manner as to 
transform it into a institution promoting democracy and 
freedom. We will further improve it in that direction. 
The guernila force has nothing to do with antidemocracy 
and terrorism. It is something like the soviets; it is 
offering democratic control to the people, it is imparting 
individuality to the people, making them conscious, and 
organizing them. For all these reasons, it would be a very 
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narrow approach to regard the guernila force merely as a 
military force. The existence of the guernila force has 
brought with it solutions to many social, political, and 
legal problems. With the growth of the guerrilla force, the 
number of ever-existing conflicts and crimes in Kurdi- 
stan has diminished and problems are being solved by 
the people themselves. For this reason, the guerrilla force 
will continue to grow and develop in all facets. 
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